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Most beekeepers will be aware
that June is the time of year when
the size of the colony will be near-
ing its maximum size with plenty
of brood to maintain. If the colony
is in an area of restricted forage it
will be important to that colony
stores are not getting too light.

Because the colony has expanded
the number of varroa mites may
have also increased. It is known
that varroa not only weaken a col-
ony but also provide an effective
vector for virus transmission to
bees and lavae which is likely to
be a major source of stress. Much
the same as humans, when bees
are stressed they succumb to oth-
er diseases and their lives are
shortened. At this time of year it is
best not to use chemicals to con-
trol varroa if at all possible. The
exception to this would be that the
colony is virtually broodless and
hence one that will not be produc-
ing honey. Thymol preparations
can be used if pyrethroid's
(Apistan & Bayvarol) have not
been used for four years; they are
also effective for a one-off treat-
ment (it appears that pyrethroid-
resistant mites are less viable
than others when the selection
pressure from pyrethroids is re-
moved). However this time of year

it is better to use a non-chemical
approach. The simplest method is
dusting with icing sugar which
stimulates bees to groom each
other thereby dislodging mites.
This is only effective if mites fall
out of the hive through an open
mesh floor. Dusting can be done
every time the colony is inspected
and is said to remove up to 20%
of the mites in a colony.

Trapping mites in capped drone
brood is also simple and effective
but should not be done too many
times as it takes a lot of energy to
produce drones and can weaken
the colony. Keeping varroa mite
numbers down at this time of year
will help ensure the winter bees,
that should be kept in tip top condi-
tion, are less likely to succumb to
viruses and more likely to survive
the winter months and build the
new colony in the following year.

Ph.D. Student Ricarda Kather has
been researching how the varroa
mite remains hidden in the hive.
The following link is a recording of
her lecture "Ghosts in the Hive
Varroa's life cycle inside a Honey
Bee Colony" given at the National
Honey Show 2013. A very interest-
ing video.
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Some useful websites:
Our website - obka.org.uk

BeeBase - Advisory manuals
and factsheets

BeeTradex

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fE4emUMyOWs
http://obka.org.uk/
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=167
http://www.beetradex.co.uk/
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News

Educational Questionnaire

Please accept our grateful appreciation for
taking time to complete the questionnaire,
we received responses by post and email.
We received a total of 33 completed ques-
tionnaires.
Your responses were very varied with a lot
of interest in studying for the practical exami-
nations and the OBKA Modules.
The findings of the reply's have been re-
viewed and we will present them in a future
edition of the Newsletter.

Apiary Site

Bernard Brown, (bernardnbrown@aol.com)
who is a member of Warwick and Leamington
Beekeepers, has been made aware of a poten-
tial out-apiary site in the orchard of a large gar-
den in Priors Hardwick.
As there are no members of the Warwick BKA
expressing an interest, and as this site is too
good a site to miss, he would like to offer the
potential site to OBKA Members. Although the
site is beyond the normal geographical limits
of the OBKA this is a great opportunity.
The owner is a very committed gardener and
there are several options within the garden for
locating an apiary. The site would support at
least 4 colonies. It is secure with 24/7 vehicu-
lar access within a few yards of the apiary
sites. If a member is interested please contact
Bernard who can put you in touch with the
owner.

Nando’s  Beehives in Didcot - can you help?

We have been contacted by the ‘Do The Right Thing’ Manager from Nando’s as follows:

‘As part of our sustainability strategy we are engaging our suppliers on the important issues of
pollinators and the damaging use of pesticides in the food supply chain. We have banned the
use of neonicotinoids and are encouraging the use of pollinator friendly planting in our supply
chain and at our restaurants
To enable us to better communicate this and engage with our staff and our suppliers we also
have beehives on a few of our restaurant’s roofs. We use these to make honey and also honey
beer (which we hope to serve in some of our restaurants this year).
In the next couple of months we will be opening a restaurant in Didcot, in the retail park close to
Didcot Parkway. We have good access to a large flat roof and are keen to work with a local
beekeeper to house their hives on our roof. We would be happy to purchase the honey at a
pre-agreed price and offer free lunch for the beekeeper whenever they visit to check up on their
hives.
 I would really appreciate it if you could pass this information on to your members. I am happy
for them to contact me directly if they have any questions or are keen to get involved.’

Henry Unwin, Do The Right Thing Manager. M:07825995925, henryu@nandos.co.uk

mailto:bernardnbrown@aol.com
mailto:henryu@nandos.co.uk
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Upcoming Events

Event Date Location Notes
BBC Countryfile Live Thu 02 - Sun 05 August Blenheim Palace

https://countryfilelive.com/

A great day out and an oppor-
tunity to assist the BBKA with
their display

E H Thorne Sale Saturday 8th September

1000-1300hrs

Thornes of Windsor

Various locations - see
http://www.thorne.co.uk/sale-
days

This is an excellent opportuni-
ty to purchase a variety of
equipment at reduced cost.
Enjoy a cup of tea and mingle
with other beekeepers

OBKA Woodstock Apiary
Clean-up

Sunday 30 Sep 1100hrs Marlborough School Light refreshments will be pro-
vided for all volunteers

OBKA Honey and Cake Show Sunday 14 Oct 1400hrs Cumnor Village Hall

National Honey Show Thu 25 - Sat 27 October Sandown Park Racecourse,
KT10 9AJ

http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/

Marin Anastasov Lecture Friday 23 November Eynsham Village Hall, OX29
4QW

Details to follow

OBKA Social and various bee
talks

Eynsham Village Hall, OX29
4QW

Beetradex 2019

www.beetradex.co.uk

Sat 09 March 2019

0900 - 1630 hrs

Hall H2, Stoneleigh Park, CV8
2LG

Online booking will take place
from 1st December to 07
March 2019. Tickets are avail-
able on the day at the door.

BBKA Spring Convention and
Tradeshow

Friday 12 - Sun 14 April 2019 Harper Adams University,
Newport, TF10 8NB

Full details of all events including location maps can be found on the OBKA website at obka.org.uk/events

New Varroa Treatment
Lithium chloride – the new silver bullet against Varroa?
In January there was news of a new silver bullet for the fight against the Varroa mite. It was about the discovery
that lithium chloride acts against this honey bee parasite. Not only is it the first new substance after a long time,
it’s also very easy to use by feeding it together with sugar syrup.

Lithium chloride – the story of a coincidental find
In fact the story is a quite unusual and lucky one. The scientists were trying to develop a new treatment against
the Varroa mite when they found bees treated with their control solution also had varroa mites killed. Surprisingly
the active ingredient in the control solution was lithium chloride. After further tests it was clear that very low con-
centrations kill the mites on the bees.

Still a long way to go
Laboratory tests are only the first step in developing a new varroa treatment. Honey bees aren’t solitary insects,
they are social and live in complex colonies. The results from 50 bees in a cage cannot be transferred to full colo-
nies. Much testing still needs to be done to answer many questions such as: is it safe for the brood; when will be
the best time to treat, in what concentrations, only once or repeatedly? Is there a risk of resistance or do resi-
dues remain in the bee products? All these questions have to be answered before lithium chloride finally be-
comes a registered varroa treatment.

https://countryfilelive.com/
http://www.thorne.co.uk/sale-days
http://www.thorne.co.uk/sale-days
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/
http://www.obka.org.uk/events
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OBKA News - Blenheim Flower Show 21 - 24 June

OBKA Contacts
Chairman Philip Sharman

Tel 01869 340626
Mobile 07912 120337
Email phil.sharman@btopenworld.

com

Secretary Richard Stansfield
Tel

Email rg.stansfield@btinternet.com

Swarm Maurice Lean
Tel 01865 773626

Email mo.leen@ntlworld.com

Editor Mark Blanchette
Tel 01235 553041

Email mblan@tiscali.co.uk

Oxfordshire Beekeepers Association is a
registered charity Number 1005846

The OBKA website is at obka.org.uk and has lots
of relevent imnfoation for OBK members including

an OBKA Events diary and a blog.

Please forward information for inclusion in future
editions of the news letter to

Gary Thomas gary@gcathomas.me.uk

Join us on Face-
book by clicking

on the logo

Glorious weather throughout the four days, large crowds asking multiple questions about bee-
keeping, swarms, bumblebee invasions etc.  All in all a very successful presentation and ex-
planation of our role in beekeeping at this annual event in June. Huge thanks to all the
volunteers who helped either setting up on the Thursday, manning the OBKA stand on the Fri-
day, Saturday and Sunday, and dismantling
the marquee at the end of the event. You
were too numerous to mention by name but
you know who you are!  As always the obser-
vation hive and the live bee demonstrations
were major focal points – as also this year, for
the first time, was the display cabinet built to
house our teaching apiary jars of honey for
sale that was constructed by Peter Hawkins.
The display cabinet was an excellent addition
to our “props”  as was our new Gala  marquee,
which had its first outing. The marquee – a
third bigger than our old gazebo – was a very
welcome replacement for the latter and with a
ten year guarantee should prove to be an ex-
cellent investment.

The icing on the cake?  We sold  all our stock of OBKA honey contributing £444 to Association
funds.

Pete Chaunt & The Team

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1353611601387469/
mailto:phil.sharman@btopenworld.com
mailto:phil.sharman@btopenworld.com
mailto:rg.stansfield@btinternet.com
mailto:mo.leen@ntlworld.com
mailto:mblan@tiscali.co.uk
http://obka.org.uk/
mailto:gary@gcathomas.me.uk

