
With one exception, bees require no attention dur-

ing December other than a quick check to confirm 

that hive roofs are secure and that there is no dam-

age from pests such as badgers and woodpeckers. If 

your winter preparations were done well, there 

should be no need to check food reserves during 

the first part of winter.  

The exception is treatment for varroa using oxalic 

acid if this forms part of your integrated pest man-

agement plan. (See Managing Varroa on BeeBase.) 

Oxalic acid is applied around mid-winter, preferably 

a few days after a cold period, when the queen has 

stopped laying and the colony is broodless. Oxalic 

acid is a natural component of some foodstuffs, 

such as rhubarb and spinach, and is believed to 

damage the proboscis of the mite, interfering with 

its ability to feed.  

Oxalic acid may be applied in three ways: by spray-

ing, by trickling and as a vapour. Spraying is too dis-

ruptive to use during winter but it may be useful 

when treating swarms during summer. Trickling  

involves opening the hive and trickling the pre-

scribed quantity of a solution of oxalic acid in sugar 

syrup along each seam of bees. The vapour method 

involves using a bespoke heater (e.g. Varrox) to va-

pourise a small quantity of OA inside the hive or a 

fumigator (e.g. Sublimox) to blow oxalic acid vapour 

into the hive. In all cases, the treatment has to be 

undertaken in accordance with instructions to avoid 

harming the bees or you.  

There are four approved oxalic acid treatments 

available in the UK. Later in this newsletter we pro-

vide a link to the Veterinary Medicines Directorate 

database which lists approved veterinary medi-

cines and give some simple advice for using oxalic 

acid safely.  

It is possible to purchase generic oxalic acid (it is 

used in woodworking) and use it to treat bees but 

this usage is not legal. There is no guarantee that 

such substances are pure and there is no way of 

determining whether any impurities are hazardous 

to you, your bees or would contaminate honey.  

As discussed last month, the membership data-

base will become live for renewals at the start of 

December. Some of us have already tested it and 

found the system to be quick and easy to use. 

Please remember to renew before the end of De-

cember.  

If you are a UK tax payer, please remember to se-

lect the gift aid box as OBKA will be able to reclaim 

tax from the Inland Revenue, an important part of 

our annual income.  

Finally, the Trustees would like to wish you all a 

very happy Christmas and a successful beekeeping 

New Year.  
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Honey Show Results 

Congratulations to the class winners at the honey show. Ten people entered with 53 exhibits, an increase 

on last year.  The full results are on our website. The trophies were awarded to:  

GOODBAN CUP – Honey – RICHARD STANSFIELD 

JAMES CUP – Wax products – PAUL JOVANOVIC 

SIMS BOWL – Culinary products – ADAM TOWNSEND 

SANDFORD CUP – Honeycomb, mead and photography – PAUL JOVANOVIC  

PATERSON CUP – Novices – ANDREW  BROUGH  

CAMPBELL CUP – Ladies– GILL OLIVER       

Many thanks to Dawn and Daniel McGuiness who helped with the judging; to Elly for supplying cakes and 
all those who helped in the kitchen.    

Peter Hawkins, Honey Show Organiser 

Veterinary Medicine Database 

All veterinary medicines must be approved before being used in the UK. Guidance on the bee medicines 
available in the UK is given in: 
National Bee Unit—Bee Medicines 
Approval considers both the efficacy and the safety of the medicine. Often a medicine is approved for use 
in all EU countries. Some medicines that are approved and widely used in non-EU countries are banned in 
the UK, for example antibiotic treatments for American Foulbrood. Occasionally, a medicine that was 
approved becomes unavailable, a recent example being Certan a biological control for wax moth.  
 
To find the currently approved bee medicines, follow the following link and search for Bees under the 
species dropdown box.  
 Veterinary Medicine database 
All products listed are for control of varroa. The approved oxalic acid based medicines include Api-Boixal, 
Oxuvar and Oxybee.  

Asian Hornet Update 

BBKA is organising a national conference on the response to Asian Hornet  in 
February 2020, in particular to share examples of best practice. We hope to 

provide a brief to members following the event.  

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=167
https://www.vmd.defra.gov.uk/ProductInformationDatabase/Search.aspx
https://www.vmd.defra.gov.uk/ProductInformationDatabase/Search.aspx
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 Using Oxalic Acid Safely 

All chemicals used or sold in the UK must be assessed to determine whether they present a health, safety or 
environmental hazard. (Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and restriction of Chemicals Regulations, REACH)  The 
results of this assessment are presented in a standard format in a safety data sheet (SDS). This identifies the hazards (risk 
phases) and the precautions that must be employed to ensure the chemical is used safely.   Numerous examples of such 
sheets for oxalic acid may be found with a quick Google search. There can be some difficulty interpreting the SDS because 
the hazards and precautions depend on the form of the material, the quantity involved and the intended use.  

As discussed in the editorial, when treating bees for varroa, oxalic acid may be used as a solution in sugar syrup or as a 
vapour. It is sold either as a white crystalline powder that looks like sugar (e.g. Api-Bioxal) or as a read-to-use solution (e.g. 
Oxybee). When heated, oxalic acid crystals vaporise but immediately form a dense white cloud of very small crystals, i.e. 
it is an aerosol rather than a true vapour. This affects the choice of respiratory protection.  

For small quantities, the principal hazards associated with oxalic acid are: harmful if swallowed, toxic if inhaled (vapour 
only), corrosive, damaging to skin and eyes.  

For each mode of use the following precautions are advised:  

Oxalic acid as a powder Harmful if swallowed, damaging to skin and eyes. 

Precautions  Do not eat. Keep away from children. Wear chemical resistant gloves . Use eye protection.  

Oxalic acid as solution in syrup: Harmful if swallowed, damaging to skin and eyes.  

Precautions  Do not drink . Keep away from children. Wear chemical resistant gloves. Use eye protection.  Do not store 
made-up solution; ensure made-up solution is clearly labelled.  Dispose of unused solution safely. Small quantities of 
oxalic acid solution may be disposed of by neutralising with bicarbonate of soda.  

Oxalic acid vapour Toxic by inhalation, irritant to eyes. 

Precautions  Stand upwind of the point of application and provide separation between yourself and the applicator before 
commencing heating.  When working close to point of application, e.g. using Subminlox, use respirator fitted with a FFP3 
filter that removes particulates. Wear eye protection. Do not remove applicator from hive until all the oxalic acid has 
vapourised and it has cooled. Do not add oxalic acid to a hot applicator. Wash applicator in cold water after use to 
remove residue.  

Beekeeping Facts: Beeswax 

Did you know that: 

a. It takes between 800,000 and 1,000,000 
beeswax scales to make a pound of 
beeswax. 

b. Bees need to metabolise 6-8kg of honey to 
make 1 kg of beeswax. 

c. A beeswax candle burns without producing 
smoke. 

d. A burning beeswax candle releases negative 
ions which help to purify the air. 

e. Chewing beeswax soothes sore throats. 

f. Bees add propolis to beeswax when drawing 
comb to add strength. 

g. Using hard water to melt or purify beeswax 
has a detrimental effect.  

h. Beeswax is white when newly produced. 

i. A beeswax candle flame emits essentially 
the same light spectrum as the sun.  

j. Beeswax melts at 62-64 °C and discolours at 
85°C.  

If you know interesting beekeeping facts and wish 
to share them, please email David Lord: 

xdavidl@icloud.com 

mailto:xdavidl@icloud.com
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Book Review: The Lives of Bees. Thomas D Steeley.  

Prof. Steeley is an eminent biologist who has made a lifetime’s study of the behaviour of 
honey bees.  His latest book describes the behaviour of honey bees based on 
observations of wild colonies in temperate forest areas in New York State, USA. While 
relying on rigorous science, the book is well written and accessible to anyone who is 
curious about why honey bees behave in the way they do. Topics covered include the 
introduction and spread of honey bees in the USA over the past 400 years, including the 
way Apis melliferia melliferia was displaced by A. m. ligustica and other bee species in the 
19th century; nest selection; colony reproduction; drones; propolis; temperature control; 
response to disease and food collection. Steely brings to our attention many differences 
between the way wild bees live compared with their ‘domesticated’ cousins.  

Steeley has studied in depth how wild bees coped with varroa and was able to compare 
both population density and bee genetics from the pre-varroa era with current survivor 
colonies. One factor influencing survival is ingress of A. m. scutellate (Africian) genes into 
the local gene pool.  

The book concludes with a chapter on Darwinian Beekeeping which makes for somewhat uncomfortable but thought 
provoking reading. There are lessons to be learnt for anyone interested in the long-term survivability for our favourite 
insect species.  

Cowan Bee Collection, Library Exhibition, Reading University 

We received the following notice of an exhibition of beekeeping books at Reading University:  

I wondered if you might want to publicise our new exhibition featuring our newly acquired Cowan Bee 
Collection to your members - please see this link to a blog post on the exhibition: 

https://merl.reading.ac.uk/news-and-views/2019/11/buzz-new-exhibition-romance-hive-books-cowan-
bee-collection/ 

The Museum of English Rural Life, University of Reading, Redlands Road, 
Reading RG1 5EX 

‘The Romance of the Hive: books from the Cowan Bee Collection’ 

6 Nov 2019 – 31 Jan 2020 

Described as the most comprehensive collection of its kind in the world, the 
Cowan Bee Collection contains 1,800 volumes of books, pamphlets and 
journals relating to bees and beekeeping, including many rare foreign 
language titles. The items date from the sixteenth to the twentieth century, 
and were owned by T. W. Cowan (1840-1926), a co-founder and president 
of the British Beekeepers Association. This exhibition provides an 
opportunity to view some of the many treasures from this fascinating 
collection. 

Fiona Melhuish 

UMASCS Librarian  
Illustration from ‘Monarchia fœminina’ by Charles Butler (1673) 

https://merl.reading.ac.uk/news-and-views/2019/11/buzz-new-exhibition-romance-hive-books-cowan-bee-collection/
https://merl.reading.ac.uk/news-and-views/2019/11/buzz-new-exhibition-romance-hive-books-cowan-bee-collection/
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BeeBase Annual Hive Count 

Each year beekeepers are asked to provide information on the number of hives taken into winter. This in-

formation is used by the National Bee Unit to compile information on colony losses. If you are not already 

registered on BeeBase, we strongly advise you to do so to help ensure bee diseases are well managed at 

the national level. This is in everyone’s interest.  

 

Message from the National Bee Unit 

It is again time to update your BeeBase records with the total number of overwintering hives as of 1st No-
vember 2019. 

To complete this year’s hive count please click the link below which will take you to BeeBase. Once logged 
in, please answer the hive count questions displayed and then click the ‘Submit response’ button. It is as 
simple as that! Please update your records by 31st December 2019. 

Please click this link to update your Hive Count. 

https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/login.cfm?relocate=/secure/beekeeper/hiveCensus.cfm 

More details of this project, its importance and why we need your help can be found on BeeBase: 

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=362 

2018’s count indicated a total UK population of honey bee hives at approximately 244,000. Please note 

that several assumptions formed part of the calculations used to get derive this number. It is therefore 

classed as an ‘experimental statistic’. 

Natural Bee Hive, Waterperry Gardens, Near Wheatley 

13 November 2019 

https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/login.cfm?relocate=/secure/beekeeper/hiveCensus.cfm
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=362
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OBKA Contacts 

Oxford Beekeepers Association is a registered charity 

Number 1005846. 

Visit www.obka.org.uk to see details of future events, links to 

other useful sites and other relevant 

information. 

 

Please forward information for inclusion in the news letter to 

Richard Stansfield. 

Oxford  Beekeepers  Assoc iat ion  

Chairman Philip Sharman 

Tel:  01869 340626 

Mobile:  07912120337 

Email:  phil.sharman@btopenworld.com 

Secretary Richard Stansfield 

Tel: 

Email: secretary@btinternet.com 

 

A full list of contacts may be found on our 

website 

 

Join us on Facebook by 

clicking the link above 

Event Date Location Notes 

Honey tasting 13 December 2019,  
19.00 to 21.00 

Horspath Hub 
The Old Chapel 
The Green, Horspath 
Oxon OX33 1RP  
 
Directions and map on our 
website 

Honey Tasting. Janet Robin-
son-Wood.  
Using the principles of sen-
sory analysis we will com-
pare flavour attributes of 
different honeys and then 
do a triangle test to detect 
over heated honey out of 
non-heated samples.  
Free for OBKA  members, £2 do-
nation for non-members. 

An Asian Hornet 
update and the 
Small Hive Beetle  

Wednesday December 
11th 2019  7.30pm to 
9.30pm  

The Turner Hall, Church 
Road, North Leigh, OX29 
6TX  

Gordon Bull, (Seasonal bee 
inspector North Cotswold 
Beekeepers Association) 

Followed by an informal pre
-Christmas social gathering. 
Event organised by Witney 
Bees.  Please see our web-
site for further details.  

Events Calendar 

Classified 

Mentor Required—Oxford  

Mentor required for two beginners in Oxford area. They have one colony of but would like advice from 
time to time.  Please contact Madelaina Eftekhari <madelainae@gmail.com> 

http://www.obka.org.uk
mailto:phil.sharman@btopenworld.com
mailto:rg.stansfield@btinternet.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1353611601387469/



