
As winter turns to spring, it is tempting to have a 
quick look inside the hives. If the hives are still 
heavy with stores and bees are seen carrying pollen 
into the hive, everything should be well and you 
should wait until April for the first inspection.  

If there are few bees collecting pollen when the 
weather is warm, a quick check may be advised. 
Possible reasons include:  

• Poor winter preparation, with few bees surviv-
ing winter 

• Loss of queen 

• Disease such as nosema, characterized by very 
slow spring build-up 

• Starvation. 

It is very difficult to do anything in March, although 
it may be possible to feed bees syrup or fondant if 
they are active. Requeening can only commence 
once there are new queens available (May—June). 
To help you recognize nosema, we have provided a 
summary of the symptoms and treatment actions in 
this newsletter.  

As always, bees should not be disturbed without 
good reason, and never when the weather is cold. A 
temperature of 14 °C or higher is advised.  

Some beekeepers, especially those relying on an 
early crop such as OSR, stimulate early brood pro-
duction by feeding pollen substitute. This needs to 
be done at least two months before the main nectar 
flow commences. It is possible to make pollen sub-
stitute; equally, you can buy it from beekeeping 
suppliers. Avoid products containing pollen as they 

may have been collected by bees and are a possible 
source for disease transmission.  

 

Later in this newsletter we provide a summary of the 
BBKA Asian Hornet conference held in February. We 
had some concerns over insurance for members vol-
unteering for Asian Hornet Action Teams but we ex-
pect this to be resolved shortly. Members will be in-
vited to join the nationwide effort to combat this 
threat which, if it becomes established in the UK, will 
seriously damage beekeeping, cause untold damage 
to other insect species, and present a serious threat 
to people.  

  

Our apiary and garden spring clean-up will be held 
on Saturday 4th April. There will also be an auction 
of surplus items and a demonstration hive inspec-
tion. Further details are found later in this news-
letter. We hope you are able to attend.  

Inside you will find information on an exciting new 
venture for OBKA, the Improvers Course, that has 
been developed by Mark Blanchette.  

Also inside are instructions for joining the BBKA 
swarm collector list and two opportunities to assist 
with education projects.  

Finally, our Annual General Meeting will be held on 
18 March. The AGM is open to all members and we 
hope you will attend. As well as electing trustees and 
reviewing our accounts, we invite questions on any 
aspect of the association and the way it is run. An 
agenda will be issued before 5th March.  
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Membership 

Profile 

On 18 February, we had 230 
members. The breakdown by 
postcode area is as shown. This 
total includes eight partner 
members, and two associate 
members who are full members 
of other associations.  

 

Asian Hornet Conference and Future Plans 
Six OBKA members attended the BBKA organised conference on the Asian Hornet (AH) on 8 February at 
Stoneleigh. There were presentations on the latest scientific studies and lessons learnt following the AH 
incursion in Jersey. Prof Steve Martin, Salford University, presented on the natural history of the AH, 
while Xesus Feas covered a number of studies of the spread of AH into Galicia (northwest Spain), 
especially rate of expansion, efforts taken to eliminate the threat, economic impact, and new findings on 
how AH queens hibernate. Alistair Christie (Jersey) summarised lessons learnt from dealing with AH in 
Jersey in 2019 and plans for 2020. A key issue was the importance of communications between the 
different interested parties, which he acknowledged was relatively easy on a small island where everyone 
knows each other. Dr Peter Kennedy, Exeter University, covered development of monitoring techniques 
to speed up localisation of nests, including using radar. He also discussed aspects of a wider EU funded 
project, of which his work is part, related to impact of AH on the EU countries facing the Atlantic, i.e.  
Spain, Portugal, West France, UK and Ireland. 

Sandra Grey from the National Bee Unit discussed efforts to improve the response capability and liaison 
between the various groups involved while Dr Belinda Phillipson from Defra covered the policy angle, 
reiterating that we are currently in an eradication phase which determines which organisation is 
responsible for the response and what people are permitted to do.  

The conference chair, Anne Rowberry from BBKA, addressed practical issues related to the formation of 
Asian Hornet Action Teams (AHAT), in particular clarification of what AHAT members can and cannot do, 
and insurance for AHAT members.  

Since the conference, we have clarified the scope of the insurance with BBKA. Insurance will be provided 
to all members of a recognised AHAT, i.e. one set up by a BBKA regional association such as OBKA. The 
only requirement is that each AHAT member completes an on-line questionnaire, the purpose of which is 
to certify that they can recognise a AH, and that they understand what they can and cannot do under the 
terms of the insurance policy and the law.  

Once we have information on the insurance and the certification process, we will share it with you so that 
you can be part of our AH response.  Training will be provided for all volunteers.  

Eric Perkins, OBKA AHAT Co-ordinator 

Richard Stansfield, Secretary 

Postcode Town Members Postcode Town Members 

OX1 Oxford 4 OX16 Banbury 2 

OX2 Oxford 26 OX17 Banbury 9 

OX3 Oxford 16 OX18 Burford 10 

OX4 Oxford 20 OX20 Woodstock 5 

OX5 Kidlington 11 OX25 Bicester 12 

OX7 Chipping Norton 17 OX26 Bicester 2 

OX9 Thame 3 OX27 Bicester 4 

OX10 Wallingford 8 OX28 Witney 12 

OX11 Didcot 1 OX29 Witney 29 

OX12 Wantage 2 OX33 Oxford 4 

OX13 Abingdon 7 OX44 Oxford 3 

OX14 Abingdon 8 OX49 Watlington 1 

OX15 Banbury 8 Other Outside Oxon. 6 
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Apiary Clean-up, 4th April 2020 
All members are invited to the spring apiary clean-up at Marlborough School, Woodstock. The clean-up is 
a social occasion where we get the bee-friendly garden into shape for the season ahead, and do a little 
preparation work on the bee equipment. 
 
There will also be a number of items for sale by auction:  a petrol rotary mower, a leaf sweeper, a  
horizontal poly hive with various sections, two manual honey extractors and three beekeeping 
Sweatshirts XL size.  If you’re interested you can email me for more details or to leave a proxy bid.  
 
We meet at about 10:30 mainly for work in the garden. Please bring gardening tools and be prepared to 
do a bit of weeding, pruning and general tidying. We also clean some beekeeping equipment and we 
encourage people with less experience to get involved with this as it’s a way of learning how to keep your 
own equipment clean and disease free. 
 
We break for lunch at about 12:30. We will supply lunch which may include a barbecue, weather 
permitting. 
 
About 13:15 we return to the apiary, weather permitting, where Mark Lynch, one of the seasonal bee 
inspectors will inspect the bees for the start of the season, particularly looking for signs of disease and 
give us an update on any new issues or info from the National Bee Unit. This is a good opportunity for 
new beekeepers to observe an experienced bee-keeper doing a health inspection. You will of course need 
protective clothing including boots which should be clean and free from any traces of wax, propolis etc 
from your own apiary – we don’t want to introduce disease to the teaching apiary. There are some bee 
jackets available to borrow on site.  We usually finish by about 16:00. 
 
All are welcome. Hope to see you there. 
Sandra Simpson, Apiary Manager 
smshome250@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:smshome250@yahoo.co.uk
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Talk:  Food Safety Legalisation and the Beekeeper 
On 7 February, member Andy Pedley, a retired Environmental Health Officer, gave a very interesting talk to 
32 members on food safety legalisation and how it affects beekeepers selling honey to the public. Once 
Andy had convinced the audience that they were, in fact, operating a food business, everyone became very 
attentive to what he had to say. He explained the ‘farm to fork’ (‘hive to spoon?’) policy that underpins 
food safety legalisation and the criteria for register-
ing as a food business with your local authority. 
Small-scale producers that sell directly to the public 
do not need to register, but there are no hard and 
fast rules on what ‘small-scale’ means. Beekeepers 
selling indirectly (i.e. through a shop) or in bulk 
must register as a food business.  

Andy covered premises used for honey processing, 
including use of domestic premises for preparing 
food for sale to the public, equipment, hygiene, le-
gal definition of honey, record keeping, labelling, 
and allergens. He also pointed out that prepared 
foods, such as cakes containing honey, are not cov-
ered by the product liability insurance which is part 
of our BBKA membership package. Product liability 
insurance only covers hive products such as ex-
tracted honey, cut-comb honey and beeswax.  

There were questions on font size for labels (BBKA provides advice), setting a best before date, and reten-
tion of samples (not required if records are kept).   

Andy provided certificates to show that we had received training in food safety legalisation.  

A copy of his slides may be found at:   Food Safety Legalisation—Andy Pedley 

Andy (right) with member David Lord  

Bee Garden Tidy-up on 4th April 
In addition to cleaning the apiary 4th April, we spend time tidying the apiary garden which is next to 
the teaching apiary. This is a wild garden that provides a range of flowers enjoyed by the bees. The 
garden is also used by Marlborough school pupils for ecology and botany studies. By looking after this 
garden, we support the school and also supply the bees with a local source of nectar, pollen and water 
(the pond).  There has been a fair bit of damage to some of the old trees so anyone who has a chain-
saw would be very welcome.  

Could helpers bring their own gardening gloves and tools? 

On the 4th April we will be providing a lunch of hot dogs and soup + tea and coffee. If anyone wants to 
supplement the offer with homemade cakes or biscuits they are always very welcome.  

Gillian Oliver 

g.oliver185@btinternet.com 

Editor’s note. Gillian, Merilyn and Lynn, our team of regular gardeners, would be very interested to 
hear from anyone who would like to help look after the bee garden, which is next to our apiary. Please 
contact Gillian or any of the team if you are interested.  

https://tinyurl.com/obka20022020
mailto:g.oliver185@btinternet.com
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Beekeeping Improvers Course  
For some time, OBKA has been mindful that we offer no training beyond our very successful Beginners 
Course. In view of this, and with the support of OBKA Trustees, I have developed a one day classroom 
based course aimed at people who have completed the Beginners Course, have had bees for a year or 
two and would like to increase their knowledge of beekeeping. This course, which is loosely based on 
BBKA training material, will be known as the OBKA Improvers Course.  

The course will be delivered at Marlborough School, Woodstock. We will limit the course to 15 members 
and it will be an intensive one day session. Tea and Coffee will be provided, but you are asked to bring 
your own lunch.  

The cost of the course will be £15, which covers the room hire fee. Participants will be asked to complete 
a detailed course feedback questionnaire to help us improve the course for the future. We plan to run the 
course once this spring but if there is sufficient demand, we will run a second session later in the year.  

The course will be held on Saturday 28 March 2020 starting at 9.30. The course programme will be sent 
out at the same time as this Newsletter.  

Please contact me if you wish to attend or require additional information. I will provide payment 
instructions once your place has been confirmed.  

Mark Blanchette 

mblan@tiscali.co.uk  

Swarm Collection—2020 
We are in the process of collating the list of swarm collectors for 2020. If you are already registered with 
BBKA as a swarm collector and your details are the same as last year, then you need do nothing. You can 
check if you are currently registered by clicking on the BBKA Swarm Removal page and searching for your 
name on the map.  

Swarm removal | British Beekeepers Association 

If you no longer want to be a swarm collector, let me know and I will remove you from the list. Otherwise, 
you are likely to be called out! 

If you would like to join the swarm collector list, please reply to my email of 14th February.  

The swarm removal page on the BBKA website is updated as soon as I have entered your details. You 
should check that the BBKA map shows your location and contact details correctly.  

We ask you to abide by the OBKA and BBKA policy not to charge for swarm removal or to request 
expenses. In addition, to ensure your insurance cover is not invalidated, you must observe the BBKA 
Swarm Collectors Protocol which is found on the Members Area of the BBKA website:  

https://www.bbka.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=342fd914-4e68-4962-a515-84ad00a12cfc 

There is a donations form that you can give to members of the public asking them to make a contribution 
to the association if they are happy with the service. 

Daniel McGuinness 

membership@obka.org.uk  

mailto:mblan@tiscali.co.uk
https://www.bbka.org.uk/swarm
https://www.bbka.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=342fd914-4e68-4962-a515-84ad00a12cfc
mailto:membership@obka.org.uk
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Bee Health—Nosema (Nosemosis) 
We hope this will be the first of a series of articles covering bee health. The articles will be based on the 
recently published BBKA Healthy Hive Guide which, at a cost of £7.00, represents an excellent investment.  

Nosema is a disease of adult bees, causing them to have a reduced life span. Typically, an affected colony 
builds-up slowly in spring or fails later in the year. The cause is infection of the gut by a microsporidium#, 
either Nosema apis or Nosema ceranae. Both types are widespread in the UK. Older beekeeping books 
cover infection by N. apis while N. ceranae, which was first detected in the UK in 2008, seems to be more 
problematic. The visible signs include faeces on the combs and on the front of the hive, and dead or 
crawling bees at the hive entrance. Confirmation requires microscopic examination of the bee’s gut.  

There is no authorised treatment for nosema in the UK. Prevention is by maintaining good hygiene during 
hive manipulation and keeping vigorous colonies, if necessary requeening to achieve this. Reducing 
congestion in the hive also helps. There is recent scientific research suggesting that 
adding thymol to syrup feed reduces symptoms.  

To reduce spread of the disease, bees in affected colonies should be transferred to sterile 
comb using a Bailey comb exchange (variant for weaker colonies) during a strong nectar 
flow. Colonies affected by N. apis in spring usually recover during summer, but colonies 
affected by N. ceranae may succumb at any time.  For further information please see: 

BBKA Healthy Bee Guide 

Beebase Nosema 

BeeBase Guide:  Common Pests, Diseases and Disorders of the Adult Honey Bee 

Effect of thymol and resveratrol administered with candy or syrup on the development of Nosema 
ceranae and on the longevity of honeybees (Apis mellifera L.) in laboratory conditions. Cecilia Costa, 
Marco Lodesani and Lara Maistrello. Apidologie, 41 2 (2010) 141-150.  

#  Microsporidia are a group of spore-forming unicellular parasites, closely related to fungi.  

Beekeeping Facts: Beeswax 

Did you that you can: 

1. Unstick a drawer. A thin coat of beeswax on 
wooden rails makes wood drawers slide smoothly. 
2. Free frozen nuts. Help loosen a rusted nut by 
lubricating the bolt's threads with melted wax. 
3. Wax wood. For structural elements that need to 
look good but take no wear (such as exposed 
ceiling beams), heat equal parts beeswax, linseed 
oil, and turpentine. Apply with a burlap rag while 
the mixture is still warm. 
4. Preserve bronze. To ward against oxidation 
caused by moist air, brush on a solution of ⅓ 
pound beeswax melted in 2 pints turpentine. Buff 
it with a towel to create a thin, hard coat. 
5. Whip frayed rope. Wrap a waxed length of 
string tightly around the rope's tip about a dozen 
times. Tie off the loose end and trim the excess. 

6. Lube screws. Rub wax over the threads of 
screws to make them drive smoothly and resist 
corrosion. 
7. Condition a wood cutting board. Add a half-
teaspoon beeswax to a cup of mineral oil, warm 
until the wax melts, and apply the mixture to the 
board with a soft cloth. 
8. Polish concrete counters. Give a sealed, dark 
concrete countertop a muted, natural lustre by 
rubbing melted beeswax over the surface with a 
chamois cloth. Let it dry and then wipe.  
9. Preserve a patina. Seal a copper sink by rubbing 
it with softened beeswax and polishing off the 
excess with a lint-free rag. 
10. Waterproof leather. Combine equal parts 
beeswax, tallow, and Neatsfoot oil. Warm the 
mixture and rub it on your work boots or gloves. 
 If you know interesting beekeeping facts and wish 
to share them, please email David Lord: 

xdavidl@icloud.com 

https://www.bbka.org.uk/shop/healthy-hive-guide
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=191
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=167
mailto:xdavidl@icloud.com
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Kidlington 800 
2020 is the 800th anniversary of the Churches of St Mary, 
Kidlington, and the neighbouring St Mary, Hampton Poyle. 
To mark the  anniversary, there was a Launch Service on the 
26 January, and local community groups were invited to 
present an item that represents their Society or activity.  

Oxfordshire Beekeepers Association were present. A tradi-
tional straw skep represented beekeeping in Kidlington and 
Oxfordshire over hundreds of years. 

The image shows the skep amongst the other community 
symbols.  

Andy Pedley 

Seeking Volunteers to Support Beekeeping in Schools 
For the past few years we have assisted Marlborough School in Woodstock who offer practical beekeeping 
classes to some of their year 11 children. If you would like to assist and have a few hours free during a 
weekday afternoon please get in touch. We need people who are confident handling bees to demonstrate 
simple beekeeping techniques to children. There will be teachers present at all times who are responsible 
for the pupils. Typically, there is one session every week during the summer term.  

We are currently talking to three other schools / training centres who want to keep bees and use them in 
educational projects.  

Two of the schools are in Abingdon. One school will get bees this spring and we are looking for people to 
assist with setting up the apiary and training staff from both schools. The second school will get bees once 
the lead teachers have completed training. Both schools are independent prep schools, with children up to 
age 11.  

The third project is at a study centre in Oxford which offers training for primary aged children in both sci-
ence and ecology. Initially, there will be one hive on the site which I will manage. If anyone, especially 
someone who has completed our beginners course but does not yet have bees, would like to gain practical 
experience setting up an apiary and managing bees through the year, I will be very happy to hear from you. 
There will be an opportunity later in the year to assist the study centre with their education work.   

If you would like to be involved in any of these projects, please contact me: 

Richard Stansfield 

secretary@obka.org.uk 
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Event Date Location Notes 

BeeTradex 14th March 2020 Stoneleigh in Warwick-

shire.  

See:   

BeeTradex 

BBKA Spring Con-

vention 

Friday 3rd April to Sun-
day 5th April 2020 

Harper Adams University, 

Newport, Shropshire TF10 

See:  

BBKA Spring Convention 

Bee Ecology touch-

ing on the life cy-

cles, social behav-

iour and threats 

facing bees.  

Wednesday 18th March 

2020 at 7.30pm  

The Wesley Room, The 

Methodist church, 40 High 

Street, Witney, OX8 6HG  

Talk by Dr Robin McArthur – 

University of Reading  

Event organised by Witney 

Bees. Cost £5.00.  

Other events  

Classified 

Bees and equipment for sale 
Member Erik Kappe is returning to the USA in the summer and would like to sell a number of colonies and 
hives.  

There is a mixture of WBC, National and Langstroth equipment. All are currently in winter condition, with-
out supers, and easy to transport. The WBC (3 hives plus 14 supers) and National hives (two hives with ex-
tra brood box) are older while the two Langstroth hives are two years old.  

One of the Langstroth hives is an observation hive. There is also an over-wintered nuc.  

Erik is happy to help interested members to either take full colonies as are or to make up splits. At this 
stage he  would like to find out who is interested and will work with them to achieve a mutually acceptable 
outcome. Erik is especially keen to work with younger beekeepers to help them get their first colony.  The 
overwintering nuc is available now while the splits will be done in April and be ready for collecting in mid-
April to May.  

The price will depend on whether this is a full colony or a split and the amount of equipment taken. This 
will be subject to agreement with Erik.  

The bees have not been inspected by a bee inspector but he is happy for anyone to carry out their own in-
spection. He has never seen any signs of disease in the newer equipment but the older equipment has evi-
dence of wax moth scoring on the wood. He has never seen active larva/moths. 

He has no record of treatments because he does not treat his bees. He uses local bees that originally came 
from swarms.  

The items are in Woodstock. Please contact Erik Kappe,  erik.kappe@education.ox.ac.uk for more details.  

Please note that the Witney Bees event is on the same evening as our AGM. We apologise to members in the Witney Area who would like 

to attend both events. We were unaware of the Witney Bees event when we fixed the date for our AGM at the beginning of October 2019.   

https://www.beetradex.co.uk/
https://www.bbka.org.uk/event/bbka-spring-conv
mailto:erik.kappe@education.ox.ac.uk
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OBKA Contacts 

Oxford Beekeepers Association is a registered charity 

Number 1005846. 

Visit www.obka.org.uk to see details of future events, links to 

other useful sites and other relevant 

information. 

 

Please forward information for inclusion in the news letter to 

Richard Stansfield. 

Oxford  Beekeepers  Assoc iat ion  

Chairman Philip Sharman 

Tel:  01869 340626 

Mobile:  07912120337 

Email:  phil.sharman@btopenworld.com 

Secretary Richard Stansfield 

Tel: 07821647135 

Email: secretary@btinternet.com 

 

A full list of contacts may be found on our 

website 

 

Join us on Facebook by 

clicking the link above 

Event Date Location Notes 

Honey tasting 7.30 pm 
6th March 2020 

The Old Chapel,  
The Green,   
Horspath,  
Oxford  OX33 1RP 

Honey Tasting. Janet  
Robinson-Wood.  
 

Annual General 

Meeting 

7.30 pm,  

18th March 2020 

Eynsham Village Hall 

Back Lane, Eynsham,  

Oxfordshire, OX29 4QW  

Details arrangements, includ-

ing agenda, will be communi-

cated by 4 March 2020.  

OBKA Improvers 

Course 

9.30 to 16.00  

Saturday 28 March 

2020 

Marlborough School, 
Woodstock, OX20 1LP 

See notice in this newsletter. 

Contact Mark Blanchette to 

book on this course. £15.00 

fee.  

Apiary Spring 

Clean-up 

10.30 am,  
4th April 2020 

OBKA Apiary, Marlborough 
School, Woodstock, OX20 
1LP 

See article in this newsletter 
for more information 

OBKA Events Calendar 

From time-to-time we advertise events organised by Witney Bees. We have been asked to point out that 
Witney Bees is an independent group of beekeepers not affiliated to either BBKA or OBKA. As we have some 
members in common, we are happy to advertise their events, but will list them in a separate ‘Other events’ 
calendar. Of course, OBKA is not responsible for the organisation or content of such events.  

http://www.obka.org.uk
mailto:phil.sharman@btopenworld.com
mailto:rg.stansfield@btinternet.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1353611601387469/

