
Like everyone else, beekeepers are having to adjust to a 
new reality as the coronavirus takes its toll. In the past 
month, we have made significant changes to the way we 
run OBKA and the services we offer, including cancelling 
all our events and courses; working with Marlborough 
School to ensure our apiary is well looked after, and 
keeping everyone up-to-date with the latest advice.   

We cancelled our AGM after taking advice from a 
number of people. We could have delayed it until later in 
the year but two of our trustees wanted to retire and we 
needed to elect replacements. On behalf of all OBKA 
members, we would like to thank Phil Sharman, our 
Chair, and Peter Randall, our longstanding Treasurer, for 
their contribution over many years. We wish them well 
for the future.  

We concluded our ‘virtual’ AGM on Saturday 28th March 
and I am pleased to announce that all five candidates for 
the position of trustee were elected. We thank everyone 
who took the time to read through the AGM papers and 
vote. The trustees will meet somewhere in cyberspace 
shortly to review the management of the association and 
appoint officers.  

The trustees are working to support members, ensure 
continuity of the association and provide everyone with 
the best possible advice. We ask in return that you 
follow all government advice, don’t take risks and stay 
safe.  

Elsewhere in this newsletter we explain some of the 
things we are doing to support our members. We have 
identified three groups that we would like to help: this 
year’s Beginners’ Course cohort; members who are at 
high risk from COVID-19 and front-line NHS workers. We 
ask other members, where practical and safe, to support 
these groups.  

Phil Hart and Daniel McGuinness have been working 
hard to refund course fees. Course members need to 
send their bank account details to Phil: 

 treasurer@obka.org.uk  

in order for the refund can be processed. If you have not 

received your refund contact Phil as soon as possible.  

We have asked Andy Pedley to keep a watching brief on all 
sources of official information that may affect beekeepers 
so that we can disseminate it to you quickly by eR2 email 
or through future editions of this newsletter.  

Elly Pattullo is looking for ideas for future talks and events. 
If you have a request or idea please contact Elly:  

events@obka.org.uk 

We have agreed a plan for managing our teaching apiary at 
Woodstock with the school management team. We 
encourage those of you who run out-apiaries to put a 
similar plan in place and communicate it with your land 
owner. We are working to recent guidance from the NBU, 
which was distributed to all members by email. Everyone 
should be aware that official advice may change if things 
get worse. The latest advice is at:  

https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/downloadNews.cfm?id=170 

We recommend you carry a copy of this advice if you are 
visiting an out apiary or collecting a swarm.  

In my view, a footnote to the coronavirus epidemic will be 
that 2020 was the year Asian hornets became endemic in 
the UK. Frankly, I don’t think the public, individual 
beekeepers or Government agencies will have either the 
time or resources to monitor the AH threat adequately and 
control it. You can’t spot hornets if you are at home in 
lockdown. That said, you should continue to monitor and 
report AH sightings where practical and safe. We are also 
seeking volunteers to assist with verification of AH 
following a recent communication from BBKA.  

Finally, don’t forget about your bees! We cover tasks for 
April later in this newsletter. I did an inspection on 24 
March, a lovely sunny spring day. One colony required 
feeding immediately (Do they have sugar at Sainsburys?); 
one was developing nicely but I had to replace four brood 
frames that were covered in mould, a consequence of the 
very damp winter, while the final colony had the 
equivalent of 12 BS National frames of eggs and brood and 
had started swarm preparation.   
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Support for ‘At Risk’ Members and NHS Staff 
We know that many of our members fall into COVID-19 high risk groups and are self-isolating. This, of 
course, presents them with a dilemma as to how to manage their colonies during the busiest time of the 
beekeeping year. We also have a number of members who are front line NHS workers and may not have 
time to manage their bees properly at this difficult time. We would like to do something to help both 
groups.  

We have a number of suggestions:  

A. If you fall in one of these groups and would like us to find someone to help you manage your bees, 
please send me an email giving your name, the help you require, how many colonies you have, and 
where they are.   

B. If you are able to offer help, similarly send me your name and the area you live in (town/village).  

I will try to match up offers of help with need but, of course, make no guarantees.  

If you need to sell bees or equipment urgently, please contact me in the usual way and I will place an 
advert on your behalf.  

If you are worried about your bees but don’t need help yet, we are offering to set up a register of 
member’s apiaries just in case you or they need help down the line. Again send me your name and the 
location of each apiary along with the number of colonies involved.  

All information supplied to us will be treated in strictest confidence.  

Richard Stansfield 

OBKA Secretary 

secretary@obka.org.uk 

Support to Beginners’ Course Cohort 
We have set-up a blog on our website which will be used by some of our tutors to introduce beekeeping 
topics throughout the season and we hope that other members, but especially the Beginners’ Course 
cohort will participate, ask questions and get involved as our more experienced members go through 
their annual beekeeping cycle.  

We hope to cover all the topics covered in our beginners course and, depending on how the season 
develops, there are likely to be some surprises. David Lord, our lead tutor has taken the initiative on this 
and will be supported by Gary Thomas who looks after our website. Other tutors will contribute and we 
hope there is something for everyone.  

David has produced a separate article introducing the blog, which was sent out with this newsletter, and 
we hope the blog will go live in a few days.  

Of course, if you have ideas for improving the blog or you would like to contribute please contact David.  

If you post material to our blog, please ensure it is not subject to copyright.  

mailto:secretary@obka.org.uk
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Monitoring Asian Hornets  

We expect to see Asian hornet queens emerging from hibernation in late March and into April. They need 
sugars and protein to feed themselves and their brood and may target beehives as a convenient food 
source. We are encouraged by BBKA and the NBU to monitor for AH queens by placing monitoring traps 
and inspecting them regularly. Traps are available commercially but can be made from an old plastic 
bottled water or fizzy drink bottle. The BeeBase Asian Hornet webpage includes a link to a YouTube video 
explaining how to make a AH monitoring trap.  

BeeBase Asian Hornet Page  

Commercial monitoring traps are often supplied with an attractant but there are numerous alternatives 
such as rotten fruit, jam, beer, wine and shrimps.  

The most important point to remember is that these traps are used to monitor for hornets, i.e. to 
establish whether hornets are present in the locality. They should not to be used to kill hornets as that is 
likely to result in unintended killing of beneficial native insects. Even killing hornet queens is unlikely to 
result in a reduction in the number of AH nests in an area.  

If an hornet is captured, it should be photographed but not released. Inform the Non-Native Invasive 
Species Secretariat using the usual App. Whether they or the National Bee Unit will be able to respond is 
anyone’s guess but we do ask you to only contact them if you are sure that the captured inspect is a AH. If 
you would like a second opinion, please send a high resolution image to  

AHAT@obka.org.uk  

and we will try to help.  

We hope to offer better guidance in a month or so on what you can and cannot do when monitoring for 
AH, especially for members of Asian Hornet Action Teams. We have had no information from BBKA on the 
planned insurance scheme but they have had other issues to deal with recently.  

To stay legal: do not release a trapped AH or attempt the ‘Guernsey Method’ for locating hornet nests. 

To stay safe: do not attempt to destroy a AH nest. Leave it to the experts.  

If you are asked by a member of the public to assist in the identification of a AH or to set monitoring 
traps, please ensure you respect the Government’s social distancing guidance.  

Eric Perkins 

Asian Hornet Co-Ordinator 

BBKA Request to create Asian Hornet Verification Teams 

In the last few days we received information from BBKA on setting up verification teams for the Asian 
hornet threat. Once we have had chance to study the information, we will ask for volunteers. An email 
will follow in a few days.  

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?sectionid=117
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?sectionid=117
mailto:AHAT@obka.org.uk
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AGM and Trustee Elections 
Our ‘virtual’ AGM elections ran from 21st March to 28th March. The AGM quorum requirement of ten 
members was met. The following people were elected as trustees: Christine Eaglestone, Mike Fleming, 
Phil Hart, Daniel McGuinness and Richard Stansfield.  

Phil Sharman and Peter Randall have now stepped down as trustees and Phil has stepped down as our 
Chair. Daniel McGuinness will be appointed as a trustee once we have completed a small amount of 
bureaucracy.  

The minutes of the 2019 AGM were agreed.  

One question of a purely procedural nature related to the online voting process was raised by a member. 
A response will be provide in the AGM minutes.   

We will prepare a formal set of minutes for the AGM, record who participated and present the results of 
the elections. The AGM minutes will be distributed to members in due course.  

Members are reminded that they have the right, under our constitution, to call a Special General Meeting 
if there are issues that need to be addressed prior to the next AGM to improve the management of the  
association.  

We would like to thank everyone who took the time to work through the AGM papers and participate in 
the trustee vote. We can now move forward to help steer OBKA through this uncertain time and 

Talk:  Honey Tasting  
On 6th March member Janet Robinson-Wood explained and demonstrated two scientific techniques used 

within the food industry for taste testing. Thirty two people participated, mostly members with a scattering 

of interested non-members. Janet explained how the human taste system works and its link with the smell 

or olfactory system. She then explained how scientific taste testing is used in the food industry, to both en-

sure uniformity from batch to batch and to allow food manufacturers to adjust recipes in a way that con-

sumers don’t notice or don’t mind.  

The first technique used a spider web diagram, which asks the taster to judge a food sample based on 17 

criteria. We tested three honey samples. Janet had done a significant amount of preparatory work by 

setting the criteria against which the honey would be judged. In a real tasting session, these criteria are es-

tablished first before testing commences. The criteria include taste, texture as sensed by the tongue and 

also colour. The second technique, the triangle test, is used to compare three samples to find the odd one 

out. This technique is widely used to ensure consistency between food batches.  

Using the spider web test, we evaluated two locally produced honeys and one jar of supermarket honey. 

(“May contain honey from EU and non-EU countries”, which covers all bases!) Most people were able to 

identify the lime honey. The supermarket honey had no specific flavours except for “sweet” and a strong 

hit of caramel, probably as a result of pasteurisation. For the triangle test we compared three samples of 

the same honey, two raw and one overheated. It was rather easy to spot the overheated honey.  

We would like to thank Janet for a very interesting evening.  
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Solar Wax Extractor 
Other than dealing with dead bees, extracting wax from old comb is probably my least favourite bee-

keeping job. Andy Pedley has a solution, the home-made solar wax extractor. Andy writes:  

 

This is one of the most useful things that I’ve made in the years that I’ve been a beekeeper; it’s simple, 

made from scavenged scraps, and really useful! Very mindful of it at the moment as it’s sitting on the 

patio (very tolerant wife!) in full sun, and getting close to working.  

Basically, it is a box, usually wood, but I found some rigid plastic sheeting, with a window on top – ide-

ally double glazed or “Twinwall” polycarbonate sheet (used on conservatory roofs). Inside is a metal 

sheet, that bits of wax, cappings, old frames, go on. The bottom of the sheet is shaped to form a spout, 

and there is a collector of some kind for the wax, e.g. a margarine tub but I use a silicone rubber bak-

ing “tin”. Insulation, such as bubblewrap or similar, is packed under the metal sheet to retain heat.  

I got the window frame from a friend, the Twinwall from a skip, and a lovely bit of stainless steel from 

a car boot sale.  

The solar extractor sits facing the sun and angled so that molten wax drains down into the collector.  

Load it with wax, leave it for a sunny day, and at the end, you have a harvest of beeswax – often most 

of the junk is left on the metal tray, so minimal further processing is required before using it for polish, 

candles, whatever.  

The photos below were taken on 25h March, with an outside air temperature of 20C. There is molten 

wax inside and the rest is looking very soft, so maybe by the end of today I’ll have a fresh harvest of 

wax.  

Andy Pedley 

 

Editor’s Note. A number of beekeeping books describe how to set the elevation angle of a solar extrac-

tor to maximise solar gain based on latitude. I suggest you simply ensure the glass sheet is perpendicu-

lar to the sun’s rays at 12.00 GMT when the sun is at its highest elevation.   
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April in the Apiary 
Unless you took advantage of the fine weather at the end of March, the first colony inspection should be 
undertaken on a fine day in early April. There are a five things that should be checked: presence of a 
laying queen; stores; space; evidence of swarm preparation, and health.  

It is not necessary to find the queen: observing eggs is sufficient. However, multiple eggs in a cell is 
evidence of a laying worker which will have to be dealt with or the colony will perish.  

If you spot the queen, check whether it is marked and clipped (assuming you clip your queens). If it is not 
marked, it may be a supersedure queen from last summer. Now is a good time to mark it while it is fairly 
easy to find.   

Bees consume stores rapidly at this time of year and nectar and pollen sources can disappear overnight if 
the weather turns cold. If in doubt feed syrup but take care not to feed syrup when there are honey 
supers present to avoid contaminating the honey crop. In this case feed fondant.  

Bees need space and congestion is one trigger for swarming. (It is more difficult for queen substance, 
which promotes colony cohesion, to circulate among the bees when the nest is congested.) Add supers as 
required to provide space.  

The first sign of swarm preparation is when the bees start to 
raise drones as these take longer to mature than queens. It is 
normal to find queen cups at the bottom of brood frames at any 
time. The next sign of swarm preparation is when the queen 
cups are extended downwards and an egg or larva is present. 
The final sign is when the bees reduce the queen’s food supply, 
causing it to loose weight and become very active on the comb.  

The final check is a health check. Pay particular attention to 
brood health and evidence of nosema. A varroa check is also 
useful at this time.  

Remove any debris from the hive. Remove any poor combs, 
especially pollen combs that have mould due to damp. If possible 
replace the hive floor with a clean one. If the brood comb is poor or old, plan to replace it in late April or 
May.  

If the colony is developing rapidly, weekly checks will be required from now on.  

If you are worried about getting to your bees in the coming weeks, we suggest removing mouse guards 
and other winter protection; feeding if necessary; adding two or three supers now and laying out some 
bait hives to collect stray swarms.  

Checking brood health. 24 March 2020 
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Bee Health—Chalkbrood and Stonebrood 
Chalkbrood and stonebrood are fungal diseases that affect honeybee larvae; stonebrood also affects adult 

bees.  The different fungal diseases are caused by different fungus species. Chalkbrood is caused by 

Ascosphaera apis and affects the brood while stonebrood is caused by Aspergillus flavus 

and Aspergillus fumigatus and affects both the brood and adult bees and produces a 

yellow or pale green pellet.  

In chalkbrood, death of the larva occurs after capping. The fungus produces a hard white 
pellet which is exposed by house bees and removed. Often the pellets are found on the 
hive floor or at the entrance.  The fungal spores are widespread but only germinate if the 
colony suffers some kind of stress, such as low brood temperature or high carbon dioxide 
concentration.  

Stonebrood is transmitted during feeding or cleaning the hive. In larvae the disease 
develops in a similar way to chalkbrood while in adults there are behavioural changes, 
gradual mummification and ultimately death.  

There is no treatment for these diseases. Instead, check for 
stressors such as damp or shade. Ensuring comb is clean and 
replaced regularly helps remove pathogens including fungal 
spores from the hive. In some cases requeening may help.  

Usually the colonies recover in late spring or summer as the 
weather becomes warmer.  

For further information please see: 

BBKA Healthy Bee Guide 

Chalkbrood and Stonebrood. Food and Agriculture 
Organisation of the United Nations 

BeeBase—Photo Library 

Beekeeping Facts: Eggs and 

Larvae 

Some interesting facts about bee eggs and larvae: 

1. Bee eggs appear to stand upright at the bottom 
of the cell when newly laid. 

2. Bee eggs range in length from 1.3  -  1.8 mm. 

3. By day three the egg lays on the bottom of the 
cell. 

4. On day three, the developing embryo emerges 
from the egg as a larva and dissolves the egg 
membrane. 

5. Larvae are worm like grubs with no eyes, wings 
or legs. They are really just eating machines. 

6. The nurse bees know when a larva needs 
feeding, how much to feed and the correct 
mixture of brood food based on its needs. 

7. Each egg and lava is visited about 110,000 times 
by nurse bees before capping. 

8. The growing larva moults six times and then 
pupates. The final larva stage before pupation is 
called a prepupa.  

9. After the last moult the bee stays still in the cell 
for several hours as its new cuticle start to harden. 

10. An adult bee is known as an imago giving the 
progression: egg, larva, prepupa, pupa and imago. 
  

If you know interesting beekeeping facts and wish 
to share them, please email David Lord: 

xdavidl@icloud.com 

Chalkbrood.    Crown Copyright  

https://www.bbka.org.uk/shop/healthy-hive-guide
http://www.fao.org/3/ca4052en/ca4052en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca4052en/ca4052en.pdf
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/gallery/downloadPhoto.cfm?id=278
mailto:xdavidl@icloud.com
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Classified 

Apiary Site—Oxford 
St Frideswide's Church at Osney in Oxford has been interested in supporting honey and bumble bees for several 
years. A corner of the churchyard is being transformed into a wildflower meadow where a beekeeper would be wel-
comed to place one or two hives. The site is good for an urban setting - south facing, protected from the wind,  
bee-friendly neighbours, and lots of gardens, trees and allotments with close foraging distance. It is close to the cen-
tre of Oxford and it would suit someone who lives in the town. There are several people at the church who would 
lend a hand if assistance is wanted.  
 
The contact at the church is Mike Shearan:  
mikeshearan@aol.com 
 
Thanks, 
Richard Mayon-White, OBKA member 

The Hive. An installation at Kew Gar-

dens that celebrities honeybees 

Honey tasting with Janet Robinson-

Wood 

Protecting a BS National hive against Asian Hornets, Kew Gardens.  

The system is very flexible and may also be used with WBC hives.  

Wild Hive—Waterperry Gardens, near 

Oxford 

Miscellaneous photos from the past month 

mailto:mikeshearan@aol.com
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OBKA Contacts 

Oxford Beekeepers Association is a registered charity 

Number 1005846. 

Visit www.obka.org.uk to see details of future events, links to 

other useful sites and other relevant 

information. 

 

Please forward information for inclusion in the news letter to 

Richard Stansfield. 

Oxford  Beekeepers  Assoc iat ion  

Chairman  

Tel:   

Mobile:   

Email:   

Secretary Richard Stansfield 

Tel: 07821647135 

Email: secretary@btinternet.com 

 

A full list of contacts may be found on our 

website 

 

Join us on Facebook by 

clicking the link above 

Event Date Location Notes 

    

OBKA Events Calendar 

Please note that all our events and apiary visits are cancelled until further notice. 

 

Elly Pattullo is interested in your ideas for future talks. If you know a speaker or would like to hear a talk 

on a specific beekeeping topic please contact Elly on:  
events@obka.org.uk 

Apiary Site—Kidlington 
I am emailing to enquire/offer my garden to be used as an out-apiary.  

I have a fairly large garden, located in Kidlington. The garden is surrounded by other gardens and to my knowledge, 
no fields nearby which get sprayed. I have an additional parking space on my driveway and there will always be ac-
cess to the give via a side gate.  

Myself and my children (particularly the eldest) are keen to learn about beekeeping; it looks as if all beekeeping 
courses have become stagnant since CV-19. I would really appreciate it if someone were to allow us to watch and 
maybe we can begin to learn and see if it would be a manageable hobby for us in the future. Maddy Machin 

Maddy Machin <maddy.machin@live.co.uk> 

Editor’s Note. I’ve posted this offer but I’m not entirely sure that this would be a good idea at this time.  

http://www.obka.org.uk
mailto:rg.stansfield@btinternet.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1353611601387469/
mailto:events@obka.org.uk



