
We hope all OBKA members are keeping well and having 
a profitable honey harvest. It’s been a strange year in 
many ways, not least the contrasts of weather during the 
summer. I’m sure there will be members who have had 
bumper honey yields and others who have struggled to 
extract any. While you are out collecting honey, don’t 
forget to check for Asian Hornets! 

Last month we said we were developing a ‘loose plan’ 
for OBKA activities. We are delighted to let you know 
that we now have some activities organised. These 
indicate what the new norm for OBKA will be for the 
foreseeable future. 

Apiary maintenance and gardening days have been 
arranged for Saturday Sept 5th and Sept 12th. If a 
weekday session fits better in your diary please let us 
know and we will arrange it. Full details are given in the 
article on page 2.  

Our first winter talk will take the form of a Zoom 
meeting in October, subject to speaker availability. 
Should COVID restrictions change and make a physical 
meeting practicable, we would aim to organise this. 

It is now viable to organise some small group training at 
the Apiary. Our target is to get some sessions organised 
later in August. We will update you by email on what is 
proposed. 

Trustee and committee meetings continue to take place 
over the internet. The next committee meeting is in early 
August. Please let us know about any issues you feel we 
need to address.  We are also working on delivering 
training and meetings via Zoom sessions.   

We now have two WhatsApp groups up and running to 
supplement our other social media channels. Full details 
are given later in the newsletter. Do let us know if you 
have any other ideas about arranging activities for the 
membership. 

Our blog, aimed primarily at beginners, is popular and has 
received good feedback. Ideally we want  to extend the 
scope to include e.g. video links. However, there are 
practical reasons why we have chosen not to do this yet. 
One is a limit imposed by our current website hosting 
contract which does not permit video streaming. A further 
consideration is that it is very time consuming to produce 
good quality videos and the burden always seems to fall on 
a very small group of volunteers. If you have skills in this 
area and can advise us how best to make use of the 
technology, please get in touch.  
 
As you may appreciate, there is a profusion of technology 
products that we could use to deliver training and talks, 
and build links between members. All have advantages and 
disadvantages. While we understand that not everyone is 
happy using some technology products due to concerns 
about privacy and security, we have agreed that OBKA 
should offer:  
 
• Website – Public facing portal for all our activities, 
reference material, members’ area etc.  

• Members Blog (on the Website) – Training, general 
interest groups, to be transformed into a Beekeeping 
Forum in due course.  

• Facebook Closed Group – General interest micro-blog 
allowing member to member communication.  

• Zoom – For meetings, events, talks and delivery of on-
line training.  

• WhatsApp – Tightly focused groups that require near 
real time communication (e.g. Asian Hornet team)  
 
You will appreciate that these developments demand  
significant effort for us to adapt to new ways of doing 
things.  
 
Meanwhile, back in the real world, we intend to run our 
autumn apiary clean-up day in September, and it would be 
really good to see OBKA members in our apiary again! See 
page 2 for further details.  
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Apiary Clean-up Days, 5th and 12th of September 

(and possibly 4th and 11th September) 

The apiary requires a number of maintenance jobs before winter. Some of the trees and bushes in both the apiary 
and the garden need pruning and the grassed areas require attention.  

 

We don’t hold gardening tools and equipment at the apiary so please can you bring your own. The netting behind 
the apiary needs repair so if anyone can bring a ladder, that will be much appreciated. 

 

To make the area outside the shed safer, the slabs, which were installed in a temporary way earlier in the year, 
need to be re-laid. We have slabs, sand and cement but no mixing shovels or other equipment to bed the slabs.  
 
We also need a couple of people to compile an inventory of the contents of the apiary shed as this is required for 
our insurance.  
 

We will brief you on COVID-19 procedures that form part of the risk assessment for this activity and any PPE, such 
as hand sanitizers, that is required. Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 restrictions it will not be possible to include 
a hive inspection demonstration and we may have to split the work over several sessions. The sessions will be in 
either the morning or afternoon. You will need to provide your own food and drink, and please bear in mind we 
won’t have access to the school toilet facilities. 
 
If you would like to help, please contact Sandra Simpson (Apiary Manager) soon, as we need to inform the school of 
our plans well in advance. The dates are:  
Saturday 5th September, morning and / or afternoon  
Saturday 12th September, morning and / or afternoon . 
 
We may also run weekday evening sessions on Friday 4th September and Friday 11 September if sufficient people 
express interest.  
 
As an incentive, a small amount of surplus beekeeping equipment will be available for purchase for those attending 
these sessions. Details to follow in the September newsletter.  

Sandra Simpson, Apiary Manager 

smshome250@yahoo.co.uk 

PPE advice 
 

mailto:smshome250@yahoo.co.uk
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Asian Hornet update 
We are now approaching the time of year when you are most likely to spot an Asian Hornet.  Ideally, you should set 
monitoring traps near your hives as AH tend to seek out honey bees as a ready source of food. The monitoring trap 
should be provided with a suitable lure which is attractive to hornets but not honey bees. Various recipes are given 
on the web, often including wine, beer and rotting fruit. Some people use prawns or similar sources of protein, but 
these will become very unpleasant after a day or so and need to be changed regularly. Commercial lures are also 
available at a price. The National Bee Unit has an instruction video showing how to make a monitoring trap from an 
empty plastic bottle.  
 
The idea behind monitoring is to capture live hornets but allow other insect species to escape. If you capture a 
suspect insect, photograph it and then place the trap in a polythene bag, seal it and put it in a deep freeze for 24 
hours to kill the insect. If you identify an AH, notify NNISS using the Asian Hornet App and keep the dead insect 
because they will use it to identify its origin.   
 
If you don’t understand this process please refer to our website and the BBKA AH 
page.  
 
Our AH Verification Team (AHVT), headed by Eric Perkins, has now responded to 
three incidents:  
• Large fast moving insects visiting a buddleia tree in the hours just before dusk 

(Thame). Monitoring trap set but no insects captured.  
• Analysis of photographs sent in by a member of the public. The insect was 

identified as Volucella Zonaria—a hornet mimic hover fly.  
• Insects leaving nest near river Thames towpath. The below ground nest 

location indicated that these were unlikely to be AH which prefers 
buildings/bushes for its primary nest and high trees for its secondary nest.  

None of these incidents resulted in a confirmed AH sighting.   
 
If you suspect AH but are unsure, please contact Eric or your nearest team 
member for advice. Before you contact the team, please ensure you collect as 
much evidence as possible, preferably a dead insect or failing that a 
photograph. Our AHVT, which has fifteen members, covers most of 
Oxfordshire (excepts areas in the south of the county covered by Vale & 
Downlands BKA and South Chilterns BKA) and it is essential that we only do 
monitoring in the field where there is strong evidence that the sighting is AH.   
AHAT@obka.org.uk 
 
 https://www.bbka.org.uk/asian-hornet-action-team-map  
 
Eric Perkins 
Richard Stansfield 

Volucella Zonaria—female. Wikipedia  

Asian Hornet. Wikipedia  

mailto:AHAT@obka.org.uk
https://www.bbka.org.uk/asian-hornet-action-team-map


Page 4 Oxfordshire Beekeepers Association 

OBKA Newsletter 

 

August in the Apiary 
After a very hot spring and early summer, the local nectar flow stopped suddenly at the end of June when the 
weather turned both cold and wet. Honey should have been removed by now so that winter preparations can start. 
Each colony needs to produce sufficient winter adapted bees that will survive for five or six months, rather than the 
six week life span of summer bees, and it needs to have sufficient stores. Because it is not possible to feed bees 
when applying some varroa treatments, it is important to complete health checks and treatments in August/
September to leave time for feeding in September/October.  
 
Once honey supers have been removed, check that the queen is still laying and the brood is healthy, especially that 
it is free from European and American Foulbrood. Check for varroa infestation by monitoring the mite drop over 
one week or using one of the other recognised methods such as icing sugar dusting or alcohol wash. A combination 
of reducing quantity of brood and ever increasing numbers of varroa may result in most of the young bees being 
damaged by varroa or an associated virus.  
 
The BeeBase varroa calculator can be used to gauge the infestation level and whether treatment is required. Once 
the honey supers have been removed, a thymol based treatment such as ApiGuard or Apivar Life may be used. 
Some of thymol treatments require two doses several weeks apart and take four to six weeks to administer. The 
varroa count should be monitored following treatment to confirm that the treatment was effective.  
 
Queen supersedure often occurs at this time of year. Supersedure cells, which are produced in small numbers and 
often on the face of the comb, should be left to develop naturally. Small colonies, for example caste swarms and 
splits, should be combined to produce strong colonies that are better able to survive winter. Where possible, 
ensure that each colony is headed by young healthy queen.  
 
The queen produces fewer eggs but it is important that it continues to produce at least three more generations of 
brood before winter. The bees need to be well fed, with both nectar and pollen, to ensure they produce healthy 
winter bees. If the weather turns poor, consider feeding ‘heavy’ syrup (approx. 62% sugar by weight), especially if 
most of the honey was removed as a crop.  

Beekeeping Facts: Managing 
Colonies 
Some interesting facts about managing colonies: 

Did you know that:  

1. Situating your hive where it catches the morning 
sun will affect the activity and growth of the colony. 

2.  To get the best honey crop, your colony should 
reach its greatest size when the main nectar flow 
occurs.  

3. Having a nuc with a spare queen is a good way to 
recover if you loose a swarm. Just remove all the 
queen cells and unite the colony with the nuc. 

4.  By having a nuc box at hand and open when you 
do an inspection at swarm time, you can pop the 
frame with the queen into the nuc, giving you time to 
think, or even get the marking pen out. 

5. Keeping even a basic record of inspections over 
just a few weeks helps show what is happening within 
each hive.  

6.  Checking for varroa from time to time shows if 
you need to take action before it’s too late. 

7. If you have not found varroa in your hive, it may 
be a good time to get the magnifying glass out! 

8. Having the right amount of space available at the 
right time is important. In spring and early summer, if 
the bees cover over half of the top super it’s time to 
add another one. If in doubt, put it above the crown 
board with the porter escape holes open. 

9. When emerged, two frames of brood will occupy 
three brood frames of space. 

10. A good size colony can fill a super with nectar in a 
week when a nectar flow is on.  
 
If you know interesting beekeeping facts and wish to 
share them, please email David Lord: 

xdavidl@icloud.com 

mailto:xdavidl@icloud.com
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Bee Health—Virus Diseases linked with Varroa  
Last month we looked at varroa but not the linked diseases. As well as feeding on the fat bodies of developing 
larvae, varroa are responsible for spreading a number of viruses within and between honey bee colonies. The most 
important of these are the deformed wing virus, DWV, and acute bee paralysis virus, ABPV, but 
there are others such as the cloudy wing virus, CWV, and the slow bee paralysis virus, SBPV.  

DWV is common. Young bees with deformed wings are seen crawling on brood frames. They 
cannot fly, have short lifespan, and are removed from the hive by healthy workers. Bees affected 
by ABPV appear hairless and shiny black with a bloated abdomen. They may be trembling. 
Affected bees are removed from the hive and may be seen crawling on the ground and up grass 
steams. Death occurs rapidly in a few days. The disease also kills larvae. Both diseases slow the 
development of the colony and in severe cases may cause the colony to collapse. The diseases 
become acute in later summer when the brood population is reducing but the varroa population 
is still increasing. As the affected bees are often the final generation of nurse bees responsible for 
raising winter bees or the winter bees themselves, these virus diseases may have a significant 
impact on colony survival during winter.  

There is no treatment for any of the viral diseases in bees.  As these diseases 
are spread by varroa, reducing the varroa population is an effective control. 
Replacing brood comb regularly reduces the virus load in the hive. Good 
beekeeping practices such as not moving comb between hives and cleaning 
tools after each hive inspection should help prevent colony to colony transfer.    

For further information please see: 

BBKA Healthy Bee Guide 

BeeBase—Managing Varroa (updated in 2020) 

Managing Bee Health. John Carr. 5m Publishing 
Bee affected by DWV —Crown Copyright 

OBKA WhatsApp Groups 
If you feel it would be beneficial to other OBKA members to set up a WhatsApp group, in the first instance make 
contact with the Secretary to discuss the overall purpose of the group. The secretary will ensure that Trustees are 
made aware of your proposal. There are a few pitfalls that we would like to avoid, for example we need to ensure 
that OBKA WhatsApp groups comply with the General Data Protection Regulation.  

The person setting up the group must take responsibility for managing the group. This involves ensuring that:  

• All members of the group are OBKA members or have a close link with an OBKA member, e.g. they are a 
family member; 

• OBKA policies are respected; 

• A trustee or committee member is made a joint group administrator, just in case the originator of the group 
ceases to be a member. 

With these safeguards in place the group can be badged as an OBKA WhatsApp group and use the OBKA logo. In 
turn, we will ensure the group is promoted on our website and, from time to time, in our newsletter.  

At the moment we have two WhatsApp groups:  

Asian Hornet Verification Team (AHVT) - restricted to members of our AHVT  

Swarm Interest Group, led by Andy Pedley. The purpose of this group is to allow members to alert other members 
if they become aware that there is a swarm in their area that has not been collected.  If you would like to join this 
group please follow this link:  https://chat.whatsapp.com/Iqhnh07Py2AELcybL4sdn6 

https://www.bbka.org.uk/shop/healthy-hive-guide
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=167
https://chat.whatsapp.com/Iqhnh07Py2AELcybL4sdn6
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WBC Equipment for sale 
Helen Lauder, who was a member of OBKA in the past, has the following equipment for sale.  

Editor’s note.  The supers and brood chamber have old frames except where indicated. We suggest you don’t 
reuse comb unless you have an effective means of sterilizing it. The brood chamber and supers have been 
used for a couple of seasons.  

1 x WBC Brood chamber with 5 frames of new wax  (£30) 

3 x WBC supers with 7 frames of new wax  (£60 for three, £20 each) 

Thornes BS Deep wired worker foundation sheets + wooden components/plastic ends to make four brood frames + 
extra wooden parts (£5) 

10 sheets of BS shallow wired worker foundation (£5) 

1 x WBC Queen excluder (wire frame type) (£12) 

1 x Rhombus bee escape mounted in board for WBC (£12) 

1 x WBC Lift (flatpack, not made up)  (£25) 

1 x Paynes Bee farms polystyrene nucleus hive box including clear cover & instructions-painted cream. (£20) 

1 x Leather beekeeping gauntlets (with cotton sleeves) (£20) 

1 x Plastic beekeeping gauntlets (with cotton sleeves) (£5) 

1 x Maisemore honey tank with honey valve (40 kg size) (£15) 

1 x Uncapping comb (Thornes red handled type) (£2) 

80 x Green plastic spacers Green new (£8)   

34 x Glue plastic spacers new (£3) 

Metal castellated spacers 8 slot one pair, new (£2.10) 

2x Rapid feeder complete plus one other missing central cup cover  (£8) 

1 x Mouse guard with holes 18.5inches wide   (£0.80) 

 

The seller is willing to sell everything at a reduced price of £200.  

She also has some old copies of the BeeCraft magazine (from 2013-4) which she is offering to donate. 

Please contact:  

Helen Lauder, Steeple Aston, Oxon.  Telephone  01869 347355 

helenlauder@aol.com 

 

Classified 

Honey Wanted—Bicester area 
Honey wanted by a member of the public who is unable to purchase from farmer's markets and similar suppliers. He 
says is a 'heavy' user of local honey. If you have honey for sale please contact Marzenna Boczkowska or partner Brian 
Cole.  

marzennabocz@yahoo.com  

  

mailto:helenlauder@aol.com
mailto:marzennabocz@yahoo.com


Page 7 Oxfordshire Beekeepers Association 

OBKA Newsletter 

 

OBKA Contacts 

Oxford Beekeepers Association is a registered charity 

Number 1005846. 

Visit www.obka.org.uk to see details of future events, links to 

other useful sites and other relevant 

information. 

 

Please forward information for inclusion in the news letter to 

Richard Stansfield. 

Oxford  Beekeepers  Assoc iat ion  

Joint Chair Mike Fleming  

 Christine Eaglestone  

 

Contact via Secretary   

Secretary Richard Stansfield 

Tel: 07821647135 

Email: secretary@obka.org.uk 

 

A full list of contacts may be found on our 

website 

 

Join us on Facebook by 

clicking the link above 

OBKA Events Calendar 

OBKA Events Calendar 

Autumn Apiary Clean-up 

Saturday  5th September, morning and / or afternoon 

Saturday 12th September, morning and / or afternoon 

We may run weekday evening sessions on Friday 4th September and Friday 11 September depending on interest.  

Contact Apiary Manager, Sandra Simpson (See article earlier in this newsletter) 

 

 

 

 

Elly Pattullo is interested in your ideas for future talks. If you know a speaker or would like to hear a talk 

on a specific beekeeping topic please contact Elly on:  
events@obka.org.uk 

https://obka.org.uk/
mailto:secretary@obka.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1353611601387469/
mailto:events@obka.org.uk



