
December already!   

The past year has been difficult for everyone but with 
positive news on the COVID vaccine front hopefully we 
will get back to some kind of normality before too long.  

It’s been a difficult year for OBKA as well. Lockdown 
completely wiped out our training programme and 
transferring activities online, such as our talks, required 
significant effort. Running meetings, including our AGM, 
and coordinating work at our apiary all required much 
more planning and preparation than in previous years.  

We are now looking at next year’s training programme, a 
key part of our work to support local beekeepers. We 
will run our Beginners’ Course in 2021. Several sessions 
will be held online and the practical sessions, an 
essential component of the course, will be held in small 
groups at our apiary.  

We would also like to offer some training to people who 
have kept bees for a few years, understand the basics 
but would now like to improve their skills. We hope this 
will encourage more of our members to attempt the 
BBKA Basic Assessment course when it next becomes 
available.  

A few reminders and requests:  

• Membership renewal open in December. We have 
over 300 members and our Membership 
Secretary, Daniel McGinness, handles all 
membership renewals.  He needs this process to 
work as efficiently as possible so please renew 
your membership when requested. If you are not 
renewing please inform Daniel. We ask that you 
pay using BACS because handling cheques involves 
extra work and a trip to the bank which, in the 
current situation, is something we would prefer 

not to do. 

• If you are a UK taxpayer, please remember to tick 
the gift aid box. Gift aid is an important part of our 
annual income and helps us keep the membership 
fee low.  

• If you would like to support OBKA in other ways 
please indicate this on your application form. We 
will get in touch with you in the New Year to discuss 
how you can help. Some of our roles require 
excellent beekeeping skills but most don’t.  

If you need to contact Daniel about your membership 
renewal, please use:  
 membership@obka.org.uk 

putting your name and membership number (if known) in 
the email title.  

The Trustees would like to thank Peter Hawkins for 
organising our honey show this year. It’s been challenging 
for him to find a way of running the show while respecting 
COVID regulations. We were happy with the number of 
entries, down on last year but entirely understandable, 
and the way that Peter organised the collection of entries 
and the judging. The results are presented on our website 
along with the prize winners. We offer our thanks and 
congratulations to everyone who participated.  

 

We would also like to thank our President, Dr George 
McGavin, for presenting the results of the judging and 
delivering an excellent and thought provoking talk.  

 
Finally, the Trustees would like to wish you and your 
families a very happy Christmas and best wishes for the 
New Year.   
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December in the Apiary 
We have been advised by the National Bee Unit that many hives are already light to the extent that they are at risk 
of starvation . Possible reasons include very poor weather in August and October and queens that continued to lay 
into late autumn due to the relatively mild conditions. (October was exceptionally wet. Oxford recorded 185.3 mm 
of rain with 27 rainy days; the twenty year average for October is 65 mm.)  

So check your hives and feed fondant if they are light, making sure the fondant is in contact with the bees. Bees will 
not break cluster when the weather is cold and could starve even though there is food close by. Do not feed syrup 
because the bees are unable to convert it to honey at this time of year and is likely to lead to dysentery.  

The NBU are also reporting high levels of varroa, even in treated colonies, probably linked with the mild weather 
and queens continuing to lay into late autumn.   

Mid-winter is the ideal time to treat bees for varroa using oxalic acid. Ideally, this is done after a week or so of cold 
weather when the queen is not laying. We don’t seem to get long periods of cold weather in December these days 
but it is better to treat around mid-winter rather than waiting until a cold snap in January/February because by 
then the Queen will have started laying again. 

Please check the safety advice when using oxalic acid based bee medicines and take appropriate precautions. These 
include: 

• Chemical resistant gloves when handling oxalic acid in any form 

• Eye protection when using oxalic acid as a solution (trickling method) 

• Respiratory protection when using a vaporiser. 

Beekeeping Facts: Bee Flight 
Some interesting facts about bee flight. 

Did you know that:  
1 Bees have been known to fly at 25,000 feet above 
the ground. 
2 Bees fly at about 25 km per hour unladen. 
3 Bees beat their wings 230 times a second. 
4 Bees will not work for long when the wind speed is 
over 24 kph. 
5 Bees flight muscles will generate temperatures of up 
to 46 degrees Centigrade. 
6 A strong colony of bees can collectively travel the 
equivalent of to the moon and back in a day. 
7 The ocelli (collective noun for all three eyes on the 
top of the head) can detect the transition from 
darkness to light. Bees use them to detect where the 
horizon is and can correct their flight up or down. 
8 One ounce of honey contains enough energy for a 
bee to fly around the world. 
9 It can take 90000 miles of bee flight to produce 1 lb 
of honey. 
10 Bees wings fray on the edges over time contributing 
to an earlier death of the harder working bees. 
 

 
 
If you know interesting beekeeping facts and wish to 
share them, please email David Lord: 

xdavidl@icloud.com 

Fore and hind wings of the honeybee 

From Journal of Experimental Biology 2015 218:2136-

2142 

mailto:xdavidl@icloud.com
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Honey Show Presentation and Talk by our President 
In a similar vein, we have uploaded the honey show 
presentation, results and the talk from our President, George 
McGavin, to our website, including the entries from the 
photographic competition. The show entries and photos are in 
the public area at:  
Honey Show 2020 
 
while George McGavin’s talk on The BioSur Foundation Costa 
Rico, a conservation project, will be found in the Members area 
using the link given above.   
 
 

OBKA Talk—Sub-Saharan Beekeeping 
Richard and Jane Ridley, Master Beekeepers from Essex, 
gave a talk in the differences between beekeeping in the UK 
and in Sub-Saharan Africa, illustrated by projects in Uganda. 
They support Bees Abroad, a charity that promotes 
beekeeping as a means of poverty relief in less developed 
countries .  

Twenty four members enjoyed the talk which was followed 
by Q&A and lively discussion. Rather than giving a full 
account of the talk, we invite you to watch again in the 
members area of our website. The talk will be available for a 
few weeks.  

Members area 

The Magic of the Hive—talk by Andy Pedley 
On 27th November member Andy Pedley gave an entraining talk entitled “The Magic of the Hive”. Using a pack of 
card as a prop to illustrate the stages of a bee’s development from egg (Ace) to demise (10), with the Jacks 
represented the drones, the Queen of Hearts as the queen bee (only one queen!) and the King to represent the 
colony as a superorganism. The Jokers in the pack were Asian hornets, varroa mites and beekeepers!  The talk 
included some fascinating time lapse videos of bee larvae and pupating bees and was supported by numerous 
photographs of Andy’s exploits in beekeeping over many years and cartoons drawn by his daughter.  
 
The live stream was watched by 35 people, including a number of non-members who had spotted our promotional 
material.  The video will be available on our website in a few days—check the Members Area.  
 
OBKA trustees have made a donation of £80 to Bees for Development in lieu of a fee. We would like to thank Andy 
for generously giving up his time to entertain and educate us and Elly for organising the event and promoting it 
locally.  If you would like to find out more about Bees for Development and their Christmas appeal please check 
their website. One of our talks in January 2021 is from Bees for Development, something to look forward to.  
Bees for Development 
 

https://obka.org.uk/about-us/obka-annual-honey-show/obka-honey-show-2020/
https://obka.org.uk/members-area/
https://beesfordevelopment.org/
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Bee Health—Acarapisosis  
The tracheal mite, Acarapis woodi, is microscopic (140 to 170 micrometer) mite that reproduces in the tracheae of 
adult bees. The associated disease is called Acarapisosis , also known as Acarine. The mites damage the tracheae, 
reducing the lifespan of the bee, and in severe cases can result in colony collapse. It is believed to 
be the same disease as Isle of Wight disease which virtually wiped out the UK bee population in 
the 1900s.  

The life-cycle of the trachea mite is similar to that of varroa. A female mite enters the trachea 
(breathing tube) of an adult bee where it feeds and lays eggs.  The first egg is a male and 
subsequent eggs are females. The male mates with his sisters, with the whole life cycle taking 
between 12 and 15 days.  

The signs of the disease include a dwindling colony, confused crawling bees at the hive entrance 
and a poor honey crop. In the worst cases, the colony will perish. If the disease is suspected, a 
diagnosis can be obtained through microscopic examination of a bee’s tracheae.   

The disease is now relatively rare in the UK, probably as a result of controlling varroa, 
but it is a major problem in North America resulting in significant colony losses. It is a 
contributing factor to colony collapse disorder (CCD).  

Some of the treatments used to treat for varroa are also effective against tracheal 
mites, for example formic acid (e.g. MAQS). However, there are no licenced 
medicines for this disease in the UK. An alternative non-medical treatment is to feed 
the bees with grease patties (vegetable oil and sugar) in autumn. Reducing drifting 
and robbing and requeening with a queen from a hygienic strain of bees is also 
recommended.  

For further information please see: 

BBKA Healthy Bee Guide 

BeeBase (http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm) 

Managing Bee Health. John Carr. 5m Publishing 

This is the final article in this series. Over the past ten months we have covered:  

• March  Noseama 

• April  Chalkbrood and Stonebrood 

• May  American Foulbrood 

• June  European Foulbrood 

• July  Varroosis 

• August  Viruses linked with varroa 

• September Wax moths 

• October  Pests 

• November Exotic pests and diseases 

• December Acarapisosis  

 

Understanding bee diseases is critical to maintaining a healthy colony. We hope you have found the series 
interesting. If you wish to refer to any of these articles, please consult our archived newsletters on our website.  

 

The BBKA Healthy Hive Guide, one of the source documents for this series, is not expensive at £7.00, and is very 
well researched with lots of clear photographs of both healthy and diseased bees and brood. 

 

If time permits, we may run a members’ quiz around the Christmas period based loosely on this series. Details to 
follow by email.  

Healthy tracheae (section across thorax) 

Diseased tracheae (section across thorax) 

Tracheal mite.  

All photos from BeeBase. Crown Copyright 

https://www.bbka.org.uk/shop/healthy-hive-guide
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm
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Thank you from National Honey Show Organisers 
This letter of appreciation was sent to our joint chairs: 

 

Dear Christine and Mike,  

I’m writing on behalf of all of us on the National Honey Show Executive Committee to thank you and your 
Oxfordshire BKA colleagues for the wonderful contribution of £100.00 towards our 2020 show.   

As you know, for a number of years we have been filming our main lectures and making them available free to 
beekeepers on our YouTube channel.  This is our educational ‘outreach’.  We see it as our opportunity to further 
the craft of beekeeping and educate beekeepers worldwide. 

It’s really expensive to do this and we struggle to finance it every year.  This year, staging a virtual show was a new 
challenge and we didn’t know what to expect.  One thing that never changes is the cost of filming and post 
production which this year included the demonstrations you supported, so the contribution from Oxfordshire BKA 
is especially welcome and appreciated in this difficult year. 

We are continually amazed by the interest in our lectures.  There are currently over 80 available and so far they 
have been viewed over 1.5 million times.  The ’National’ has a habit of producing extraordinary statistics.  Our 
virtual show this year attracted delegates from 85 countries! 

Thank you so much.  Your support is very much appreciated.   

With kind regards 

Bob Maurer (Chairman) 

OBKA Talks Programme—December Talk 
The following gives an overview of our December talk. A full list of talks is given in the OBKA Event listing and on our 
website.  

Wednesday 16th December 2020. 7.00 pm.     Martin and Clare from Buckfast Abbey - Preparing for Spring 

Martin and Clare, who run the beekeeping section at the Abbey, will offer advice on how to prepare your bees for 
spring so that you have a strong healthy hive in time for the main honey flow. Useful practical advice for everyone 
who keeps bees, from novice to expert!  The Zoom link will be sent out a few days before the event.  

Elly Pattullo 

events@obka.org.uk 

Images of beekeeping around the world 

California; Slovenia and Cambodia (Apis dorsata) 

mailto:events@obka.org.uk
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OBKA Contacts 

Oxford Beekeepers Association is a registered charity 

Number 1005846. 

Visit www.obka.org.uk to see details of future events, links to 

other useful sites and other relevant 

information. 

 

Please forward information for inclusion in the news letter to 

Richard Stansfield. 

Oxford  Beekeepers  Assoc iat ion  

Joint Chair Mike Fleming  

 Christine Eaglestone  

 

Contact via Secretary   

Secretary Richard Stansfield 

Tel: 07821647135 

Email: secretary@obka.org.uk 

 

A full list of contacts may be found on our 

website 

 

Join us on Facebook by 

clicking the link above 

OBKA Events Calendar 

OBKA Talks 

All talks are delivered by Zoom or similar. The Zoom link will be sent by email a few days before each talk.  

16th December 2020   Martin and Clare from Buckfast Abbey - Preparing for Spring 

January 2020—date to be confirmed.  Bees for Development  

 12th February 2021  – Ged Marshall - Queen Rearing 

 26th March 2021 – Andy Pedley – Food Hygiene for Beekeepers 

 

Elly Pattullo is interested in your ideas for future talks. If you know a speaker or would like to hear a talk on a 

specific beekeeping topic please contact Elly on:  

events@obka.org.uk 

Apiary Site: BMW Mini Plant, Oxford Cowley  
This apiary site, advertised last month, is still available. If you are unsure and would like to find our more please con-
tact me for details. It would be ideal for two or three beekeepers who want to work together—there is plenty of 
space for several hives and good forage nearby.  

 

secretary@obka.org.uk 

Classified 

https://obka.org.uk/
mailto:secretary@obka.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1353611601387469/
mailto:events@obka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@obka.org.uk



