
As the weather forecast predicts Febru-

ary can either be quite cold and wet or 

we can experience sunny periods with 

early warmth. From a bees perspective 

it can be a difficult month. As the day 

light hours extend bees are expecting 

the weather to improve and the queen is 

likely to have increased her laying rate. 

Due to the increase in larvae the work-

ers will expend more energy to preserve 

the temperature in the nest. Additional 

workers are needed for this activity and 

they will use up the honey stores in the 

nest. 

For the reasons above February is a 

busy time  inside a colony, as are the 

foraging bees that on warmer days will 

be out collecting pollen and nectar to 

keep the colony supplied. These are the 

workers that hatched last autumn; in 

bee terms they have lived a long time 

and are now nearing the end of their 

useful lives.  Healthy winter bees should 

be expected to provide and care for two 

brood cycles. Sadly if the management 

of varroa was less than efficient  last 

year, a colony may succumb to a virus 

infection. Also if nosema was prevalent 

the colony may be poorly nourished the 

colony may have difficulty building up as 

the warmer weather comes along. 

Healthy colonies will have many bees 

flying out to find fresh pollen and nec-

tar. Also bees will fly to defecate out 

side the hive. External activity at the 

entrance of a week colony is far lees 

and you may not see any workers col-

lecting pollen. Some times this is diffi-

cult to gauge, if the weather is calm and 

above 8oC it may be worth lifting the 

roof and looking through the crown 

board wearing a least a veil. A strong 

colony will soon have bees flying out to 

find out what is happening. In a week 

colony the crown board will feel cool. If 

you suspect a week colony, feed it with 

Candipollin Gold or similar, or bakers 

fondant. 

Albeit late there are instances where 

oxalic treatment in February, as a last 

ditch attempt, has allowed varroa in-

fested colonies to regenerate. 

Now is a good time to plan for the 

spring and summer. Make sure you 

have spare equipment and that it is 

clean and ready   to use. Once spring 

comes the colony will expand very 

quickly and without readerly available 

equipment for swarm control or clean 

supers you may find beekeeping be-

comes  a trial spending too much time 

on reactive measures than planed ac-

tions. 
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ology at Edinburgh University, followed by a PhD in ento-

mology at Imperial College and the Natural History Mu-

seum in London. After 25 years as an academic at Ox-

ford University looking after the world famous Hope En-

tomological Collections, he became a television present-

er, working mainly for productions from the BBC Natural 

History Unit in Bristol. George is an Honorary Research 

Associate of the Oxford University Museum of Natural 

History and a Research Associate of the Department of 

Zoology at Oxford University and an Honorary Principal 

Research Fellow at Imperial College.  George is a Fellow 

of the Linnean Society and the Royal Geographical Soci-

ety, an Honorary Fellow of the Royal Society of Biology 

and an Honorary Life Fellow of the Royal Entomological 

Society.  As well as his many TV appearances George 

has written numerous books on insects and other ani-

mals.  

George McGavin — OBKA President 

Bugs in the System - Sex, violence and a cast of bil-

lions (the importance of insects etc) 

19:30 Hrs Friday 16 February 

Eynsham Village Hall, Back Lane, Eynsham, 

OX29 4QW 

Please come and join us for what will be a greatly en-

joyable evening with the President of the Oxford Bee-

keeping Association. 

George McGavin was born in Glasgow and educated at 

Daniel Stewart’s College in Edinburgh. He studied Zo-

Events 
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Education Events 

OBKA Beginners Course 

Following a very successful beginners course last year, 

in spite of a couple of very wet evenings, we are again 

running the course this year. The course will commence  

18:30 Friday 2nd March at Marlborough School, Wood-

stock with the “What is beekeeping” workshop. 

To date we have a potential of 45—50 candidates, a 

similar number to February last year. This year we are 

looking to split the students into four groups, subject to 

final confirmation of attendee's. 

We are looking for members who would like to assist as 

a tutor. If you hold the BBKA Basic Assessment Certifi-

cate and can be available one evening per week from 

May to September 2018 you will be very welcome. We 

will provide you with training material need for the 

course which is based on the Haynes Bee Manual writ-

ten by Claire Waring. 

This is a great opportunity to pass on your knowledge 

and experiences to persons looking to start beekeeping 

and refresh yourself with the basics. Please contact 

Mark Blanchette for further details, see last page. 

Witney Bees — Making Goodies Form Wax 

The next Witney Bees event and gathering for February 

2018 is Making Goodies from Wax a talk by Julie 

Macken at the Methodist Hall in Witney on Wednesday 

February 14th at 7.30pm to 9pm 

The cost for this informative lecture will be just £3.00 to 

cover the cost of the room hire and afterwards a cup of 

tea and hopefully some cake! 

Location:  

Wesley Room, Methodist Church, 40 High Street, 

Witney,  OX28 1ED 

N.B. Wesley room is at the front of building – free car 

parking at rear, on far side from the Waitrose car park  

Please do all come along and everyone is warmly wel-

come. Let Vera Jordan vera.jordanat11@gmail.com 

know if you can make this so we can get the catering 

right.  
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https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiUqcvU6YzZAhXIDsAKHbxICUoQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.derbyshirewildlifetrust.org.uk%2Fnode%2F6281&psig=AOvVaw2GSLlArpmzeMYvCu0K7jQ1&ust=1517852462277203
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A recorded copy of the talk is now 

available on You Tube at:  https://

w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / r e s u l t s ?

search_query=Martyn+Hocking  

Apiary Visits 2018 

We would like to reintroduce our 

programme of apiary visits during 

the summer months of June –

August. These have proved very pop-

ular in the past and are particularly 

valuable to new beekeepers who can 

experience beekeeping techniques 

in practice in a range of settings. It 

doesn’t matter if you have one or 

twenty hives, all volunteers are 

equally welcome. 

If you would be willing to host a “ 

field trip” on a weekend afternoon 

during one of these months please 

contact Janet Robinson-Wood who 

would love to hear from you! Please 

emai l  Janet  on janet rob in-

If you subscribe to the Be Craft mag-

azine you may have read Martin 

Hockings’ article about his experi-

ence of finding Asian Hornets in his 

apiary near Woolacombe in North 

Devon in the autumn of 2017. 

Following this Martin delivered a talk 

on his experiences to beekeepers 

across Southern England, represent-

atives of organisations with a spe-

cial interest in the Asian hor-

net, university researchers and NBU 

officials at Harberton Parish Hall on 

Saturday 20th January 2018. 
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Upcoming Events 

Asian Hornet 

Oxford Beekeeping Assoc ia t ion  

Event Date Location  

George McGavin Lecture 19:30 Hrs Friday 16 February Eynsham Village Hall, Back Lane, 

Eynsham OX29 4QW 

Note: Revised location 

OBKA AGM 19:00 Hrs  Eynsham Village Hall, Back Lane, 

Eynsham OX29 4QW 

 

Beetradex 2018 09:30 — 16:30 Saturday 3 March Hall H, Stoneleigh Park, 

Warwickshire CV8 2LG 

All major suppliers are represented with 

bargains together with seminars running 

through the day from The Bee Unit and 

others. 

BBKA Spring Convention Friday 13 to Sunday 15 April Harper Adams University, Newport, 

Shropshire TF10 8NB 

Event details awaited 

OBKA Woodstock Apiary 

Spring Cleaning 

11:00 Saturday 28 April  Marlborough School, Shipton Rd, 

Woodstock OX20 1LP 

Lunch will be provided for all volunteers. 

Honey Bee Farm—Open day 14:30 Saturday 19 May  Lower Lea Farm, Swalcliffe, Lea,  

Banbury OX15 6ET 

 

BBC Countryfile Live Thursday 2nd—Sunday 5th August Blenheim Palace A great day out and the opportunity to 

assist the BBKA with their display. 

OBKA Woodstock Apiary 

Autumn Clean Up 

11:00 Sunday 30 September Marlborough School, Shipton Rd, 

Woodstock OX20 1LP 

Lunch will be provided for all volunteers. 

OBKA Honey and Cake Show 14:00 Sunday 14 October  Cumnor Village Hall, Leys Rd, Cumnor, 

Oxford OX2 9QF 

 

Marin Anastasov  Lecture Friday 23 November  Eynsham Village Hall, Back Lane, 

Eynsham OX29 4QW 

Details to follow 

OBKA Social and Various 

Bee Talk 

 Eynsham Village Hall, Back Lane, 

Eynsham OX29 4QW 

 

Mentoring Coordinator 

If you would appreciate assistance 

from a mentor, particually if you 

have taken up beekeeping over the 

last couple of years or would like to 

start beekeeping this year please 

contact our mentoring coordinator 

Mo Leen at: 

mo.leen@ntlworld.com 

Also if you would like to assist in 

mentoring other please forward your 

details to Mo Leen along with your 

post code. 

This is a great opportunity to share 

knowledge, learn from each other 

and  learn together. 

Any assistance you can offer will be 

greatly appreciated by the mentees 

and the OBKA in progressing this 

much needed important initiative. 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Martyn+Hocking
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Martyn+Hocking
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Martyn+Hocking
mailto:janetrobinsonwood@gmail.com
mailto:mo.leen@ntlworld.com
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rvbka.co.uk%2Fimages%2Fimg_-quz4ru-2-469.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rvbka.co.uk%2Fasian-hornet.html&docid=YwgmiHZnwcLzJM&tbnid=mE_cavYLQsvx5M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiRyfCljI3ZAhWBIcAKHaNYClkQMwi4AigaMBo


Sponsorship Offer 

A very kind offer has been received form a member of the 

public who likes honey but, at this point in time, has no 

interest in keeping bees. If you live near Thame  and 

would like to take advantage of this offer please contact 

Nigel Kirkman at nigel@pressure.plus.com. Ideally Nigel 

would look to sponsor the set up of a new hive and colo-

ny. It is recommended a formal agreement is discussed 

regarding  expenses and the benefits Nigel  would like in 
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OBKA Contacts 

Classified 

Oxford Beekeeping Assoc ia t ion  

Oxford Beekeeping Association is a registered charity 

Number 1005846. 

 

The OBKA website is on-line. Visit www.obka.org.uk to see details of 

future events, links to other useful sites and other relevant 

information. 

Chairman - Philip Sharman 

Tel: 01869 340626 

Mobile: 07912120337 

Email: phil.sharman@btopenworld.com 

 

Swarms Liaison Officer— Maurice Lean Tel: 

01865 773626 

Email: mo.leen@ntlworld.com 

 

Any articles or information for the 

ewsletter, items wanted or for sale, or any 

comments for the editor, please contact 

Mark Blanchette at mblan@tiscali.co.uk 

Oxford  Bee Keeping  Assoc iat ion  

Join us on Facebook by 

clicking the link above 

Our Lady's Junior School  

Our Lady's Junior School of Abingdon would like  love 

someone to deliver a talk about all things Bee at the 

school early June 2018. Engaging information about 

how bees fly, swarm, navigate etc  will be of interest. The 

school  theme is Flight. 

If you can assist please contact Philippa Strange, Head 

of Science at Our Lady's Junior School at 

pstrange@olab.org.uk  

Bee Trade Exhibition 

Hall H, Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire, CV8 2LG 

Come and join over 2,500 other beekeepers in the biggest beekeeping show on 3rd March 2018 from 9:00am to 

4:30pm. All the major suppliers are represented with bargains for you together with new suppliers who have their own 

beekeeping systems and equipment for you to examine and purchase. If you are an experienced or novice beekeeper 

there will be plenty to interest you and encourage you in your hobby or livelihood. 

Book tickets on line at: http://www.beetradex.co.uk/ 

Lectures for 2018 – all taking place in the large new seminar room above 

the Hall 

• 10:00 Margaret Murdin Master beekeeper, NDB – Polle 

• 11:00 Dan Basterfield BFA – Managing common diseases & disorders 

• 12:00 Bill Summers – ZEST Hive  

• 12:30 Northumberland Honey – All about Mead 

• 13:00 Veto-pharma – Apivar 

• 13:30 Konigen – Extractors 

• 14:00 BIBBA – The British Black Bee, Apis Mellifera Mellifera 

mailto:nigel@pressure.plus.com
http://www.obka.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1353611601387469/
mailto:phil.sharman@btopenworld.com
mailto:mo.leen@ntlworld.com
mailto:mblan@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:pstrange@olab.org.uk
http://www.beetradex.co.uk/
http://www.beetradex.co.uk/gallery/

