
Following the successful virtual AGM, we held our first 
Trustee meeting virtually on 26th May. The most 
important action was the appointment of Chair and Vice-
Chair. Christine Eaglestone and Mike Fleming agreed to 
fulfil these duties as joint chairs. The other Trustees are:  
Phil Hart (Treasurer), Richard Stansfield (Secretary) and 
Daniel McGinness (Membership Secretary).  

Our income has been severely reduced due to the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, mainly as a result of 
loss of fees from the cancelled Beginners’ Course. Our 
projection is of a loss of around £1,200, which the 
Trustees agree should be funded from reserves – held 
for such events.  There was good news in that Daniel 
reported that we continue to have a steady stream of 
people joining the Association. We now have over 300 
members, which is slightly greater than projected.  

We are keen to instigate a limited programme of events 
as and when restrictions permit. In the meantime we 
continue to focus on maximising the opportunities to 
communicate and share information with our 
membership using this newsletter, Facebook, our 
website and the newly introduced Beginners’ Blog. Many 
thanks to David Lord, Alison Rosby and Gary Thomas for 
setting up the Beginner’s Blog. We will continue to 
review whether improvements can be made to our use 
of social media channels. 

The Trustees will review the options for reinstating some 
activities when they meet in a month’s time. Hopefully, 
by then, there will be a clearer picture of what may be 
possible. Recognising that everyone’s safety is 
paramount, Richard will take the lead in ensuring that 
our proposed actions comply with the latest 
Government COVID-19 guidelines. 

Sandra and Kevin are doing a great job in tending the 
apiary which will be a bit more demanding in the coming 
weeks when there will be more pupils in the school.  

When organising our virtual AGM, it became apparent that 
a few improvements would make our constitution more 
workable. Trustees agreed that there should be a review of 
the constitution, in the first instance to identify those areas 
that should be revised. Phil will take the lead in identifying 
these areas which will be considered by the Trustees. We 
wish to take a collaborative approach so please forward 
any suggestion or views to: 

treasurer@obka.org.uk. 

Committee members continue to do an excellent behind 
the scenes job to further their areas of responsibility. And 
as and when needed we will set up virtual meetings to 
ensure good coordination. 

In the meantime please let us know if there any issues we 
should be addressing and do share any good practices that 
you have come across that would help us sustain the 
Association in these challenging times. 

The Trustees 
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Bee Disease Insurance 
If, as a result of your beekeeping activities, you exceed the number of colonies declared to BDI in your annual 
membership application, your bee disease insurance becomes invalid.  From the BDI FAQs:  “All colonies owned by 
a beekeeper must be covered; otherwise none are”. See:  

BDI FAQ   (inside BBKA members only area) 

This can be rectified by emailing me with your request for additional insurance and I can give you amount and the 
methods of payment. 

Daniel McGinness 

membership@obka.org.uk 

Swarms 
We have had quite a few reports of swarms, not surprising given the excellent weather. We have also had a couple 
of members asking if anyone has a surplus swarm. We don’t keep a list as we prefer people to collect swarms for 
themselves. If you would like to join the BBKA swarm collector list, please contact Daniel McGinness (email below). 
Other options include: set bait hives; ask swarm collectors in your locality if they have swarms available or join our 
Facebook closed group to find out if anyone has a swarm available.  

And if you become aware of a swarm but are unable to collect it yourself, please contact someone on the swarm 
collectors list who lives close by.  

BBKA Swarm Collectors 

From a bee welfare point of view, a swarm should be hived as soon as possible after collection.  

Swarms are not necessarily the best way of starting with bees. The bees are likely to be naturally swarmy; they may 
be diseased; the queen may be old; and they may be of uncertain temperament. Any of these could provide 
difficulties for a beginner. Ideally, a swarm should be quarantined before being introduced to your apiary.  

Bee Removal and Chimney Swarm 
Peter Hawkins reports on the colony cut-out he did last month: On 
inspection the queen was not seen but the hive has plenty of Brood in All 
Stages (BIAS). They have filled up the brood box and one super so far. 
The bees have secured all the extracted comb to the frames and 
the elastic bands have been removed with some having been dragged 
out the hive. The rest showed many signs of chewing by the bees. The 
colony seems content and gentle and free of any signs of pest and 
disease.  

 

Meanwhile, Andy Briggs was asked to 
assist a lady in Standlake who had honey bees entering her dining room through the 
chimney. These were a result of a recently arrived swarm. Andy advised lighting a 
very smoky fire in the wood burner to persuade the bees to find a different home, 
which they did! A quick action which almost certainly saved her a very expensive 
removal later in the year.  

https://www.beediseasesinsurance.co.uk/about-1/learn-more
https://www.beediseasesinsurance.co.uk/about-1/learn-more
mailto:membership@obka.org.uk
https://www.bbka.org.uk/swarm
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OBKA Blog Update 
The tutors for the Beginners’ course are very aware that new members who have signed up are missing out on their 
introduction to beekeeping - many of them having committed to buying equipment, ordering nucs for this season, 
and are starting on their beekeeping journey with no mentors and no course to support them. So we have started a 
blog on the website, which is generating a fair amount of traffic, and is attempting to give real time help to 
‘newbies’ over the season... much as we aim to do with the course itself. 
 
So far, the blogs have covered first and subsequent inspections, preparations for the season, hiving a nuc, swarm 
collection, and setting up a bait 
hive, all of which we hope have 
proved useful. The blog was not 
intended to be step-by-step 
instructions of each operation, but 
more of an account, by the tutors, 
when tending their own bees as the 
season progresses. We are proud of 
the content we have produced so 
far, and it’s not just for new 
beekeepers: you should take a 
look!   
 
OBKA Blog   
 
There is also a Q&A page in the 
members area of the website: you 
will need the password to access this page.  
 
This is a small way of supporting our new members, and we plan to keep this blog going throughout the season.  
 
If the interest remains high, we may upgrade the blog and Q&A pages to a Beekeeping Beginners’ Forum next year.  
 
Alison Rosby 

June in the Apiary 
A honey bee colony reaches its maximum size around mid-summer and can result in a bumper honey crop in the 
main nectar flow, which occurs at the end June or early July for many of us, or an unwanted swarm! There’s lots to 
do in June to ensure the honey crop:   

1. Regular checks for signs of swarming. If imminent swarming is indicated, use your favourite swarm control 
method to avoid loosing bees.  

2. Replace old brood frames. There are several methods, for example replace a few at a time or use a Bailey’s 
Comb exchange to replace all frames. Queens seem to lay well on newly drawn foundation and rapidly 
recover. If there is a good nectar flow, a strong colony will draw out large numbers of frames in a few weeks. 
Replacing frames reduces the pathogen loading in the hive and is an excellent way of improving health.  

3. Raise queens. There are various methods, which are easy to use if the bees are predisposed to making new 
queens. Replacing queens regularly is one of the best ways of improving winter losses.   

4. Remove spring honey as it is liable to crystallise quickly. Don’t forget to leave sufficient for the bees. (Mind 

the June Gap!) 

https://obka.org.uk/obka_posts-page/
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Bee Health—European Foulbrood 
There are two notifiable diseases of brood: European Foulbrood (EFB) and American Foulbrood (AFB). We dealt 
with AFB last month and now we discuss EFB.  

EFB is caused by the bacterium Melissococcus plutonius. If the bacteria are present in honey, 
they may be fed to developing larvae. The bacteria multiply in the larva’s gut and usually kill it 
before it is sealed. The larva starves due to food competition with the bacteria. Affected larvae 
lack the normal segmented appearance and become contorted. The body is watery and the 
affected gut swells and is white rather than cream coloured. The disease may be accompanied by 
an unusual sour odour. The brood pattern is uneven (but this may indicate other conditions such 
as inbreeding) and the larvae are dull, yellow through to brown in colour, not the pearly white of 
healthy larvae.  Often the dead larvae are removed but may remain. Unlike in AFB infections, the 
dead larvae do not stick to the cell wall. EFB bacteria do not form spores but may remain viable 
in hives for many years. The disease is more prevalent in stressed colonies in spring, especially 
where there is lack of food for developing brood. It may be spread through contaminated honey 
or pollen, sharing equipment between hives, robbing and drifting.  

In the UK the disease is notifiable. The disease in confirmed using a lateral flow 
device in the field and PCR in the lab. There are no authorised treatments 
available to beekeepers in the UK. Usually the colony is destroyed and all frames 
burnt. Occasionally, the inspector may authorise a shook swarm onto new 
frames and foundation. According to BeeBase, an antibiotic treatment may be 
used by the inspector in some cases.  

EFB is much more common than AFB. In 2019 in England there were 457 
confirmed cases of EFB (including four in Oxfordshire) and only 25 of AFB.  

For further information please see: 

BBKA Healthy Bee Guide 

BeeBase Photo Library 

BeeBase—Foulbrood Disease of Honey Bees  

Managing Bee Health. John Carr. 5m Publishing 

Beekeeping Facts: Queen 

Bees 

Some interesting facts about queen bees: 

Did you know 

1. The queen can lay an egg in a play cup and the 
worker bees can then remove it. 

2. Once emerged, a queen bee takes between seven 
and fourteen days before she is ready to mate. 

3. She will usually start to lay two to three days after 
mating. 

4. Until she is mated and laying, the colony does not 
recognise her as a queen.  

5. The queen will usually be found in the brood nest 
area. 

6. A full super of honey acts like a queen excluder. 

7. If you handle a queen bee and then go into 
another bee colony, the pheromones left on your 
gloves will trigger a response as the bees think you are 
an invader. 

8. If you cannot find the queen try looking down from 
above the frame’s top bar. The queen stands taller 
than the workers. 

9. If you use too much smoke before looking for the 
queen you can drive her off the brood frames and she 
could be anywhere. 

10. The queen bee’s stinger does not have barbs like 
those of worker bees so it can be used and then 
withdrawn safely to use again. It is mainly used against 
other queens. 
 
If you know interesting beekeeping facts and wish to 
share them, please email David Lord: 

xdavidl@icloud.com 

European Foulbrood.    Crown Copyright  

https://www.bbka.org.uk/shop/healthy-hive-guide
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/gallery/downloadPhoto.cfm?id=330
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?sectionid=26
mailto:xdavidl@icloud.com
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Honey Extraction without an Extractor 
The first honey extractor was invented around 1865, some 13 years after 
Langstroth had perfected the removable frames which changed the 
world of beekeeping. Yet around the turn of the 20th century, the 
preferred way to eat honey was still in chunks or as honeycomb. The fact 
that the cappings were not removed demonstrated that the honey had 
not been adulterated, which was a problem then and happens on an 
industrial scale even today#. With the cappings sealing in the honey‘s 
flavour and aroma, honey in this form is at its prime. The finely drawn 
wax adds an extra dimension to the flavour, especially on hot toast.  
Honey chunks and honeycomb have always commanded a price 
premium and it is at its best when the bees have drawn out their own 
mid-rib on the frame. (I.e. no foundation is used.) If foundation is used, it 
must be unwired and preferably extra thin. To harvest comb honey, the 
comb is simply cut from the frame, and packaged. 
 
 
 
Spring is not be the best time for this method of honey harvesting. Spring honey can set very quickly especially if 
there is a significant oil seed rape (OSR) content.  Extracting your last spring honey should coincide with the end of 
OSR flowering. If it is left on the comb it will rapidly crystallise. Once OSR honey has been removed, you can remove 
capped honey anytime as long as you leave enough for the bees. You need to leave sufficient to tide the bees over 
a period of cool weather which often occurs at this time of year.  
 
This is how to extract honey without an extractor. Remember, honey is a food product and good hygiene is 
essential! 
 
Once frames have been removed from the hive, they need to be extracted the same day before the core 
temperature drops making extracting much harder. You need to extract in a bee-proof environment, i.e. close all 
doors and windows, as any flying bees will be attracted to the honey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
#  Even capped honeycomb may be adulterated if bees are fed syrup with supers in place.  
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Honey Extraction without an Extractor (continued) 
 
Now for the messy part! You need a long blade serrated knife, newspaper, bowl, scraper or spoon, strainer or 
muslin, a bowl of water and cloth to clean up the area you’re in and also one for you hands.  
(The frame I used was only just being capped over but its water content was at 18%. If you are unsure, don’t extract 
a frame unless it’s about 65% capped. Unripe honey will ferment.)  
 
The process is easy but sticky. Cover the floor with newspaper, stand the frame on a 
bar over the bowl or bucket and cut off the capping from both sides.  From one side 
edge of the frame scrape down the comb to the foundation and let the comb and 
honey drop into the bucket, turn the frame and repeat. This will leave the honey 
and the drawn comb in the bucket and the original foundation in the frame ready to 
go back into the super. The honey is then poured into the sieve, covered, and left to 
drain somewhere warm overnight. The scraped down and sticky frame can be 
returned to the hive. If possible, do this in the evening to prevent robbing. The bees 
will clean and redraw it very quickly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don’t discard the wax left in the sieve: wax is a valuable commodity too, and 
took a lot of effort to make! It can be washed (preferably in rainwater), 
melted into blocks and used for anything from candles, to beeswax wraps to 
cosmetics. It can also be swapped for foundation at any of the major bee 
supply firms once you have collected enough. 
 
David Lord 

Update on Honey Extractor Loans 
We advised you by email that we have several options for borrowing a honey extractor this year. Jonathan Clark is 
managing the OBKA extractor and I am managing the loan of the other extractors. In addition to three in Oxford 
and one to the east of Oxford at Great Milton, we have had a further offer of an extractor in Witney.  

Instructions for borrowing an extractor may be found on our website at:  

Honey Extractor Loans 2020 

Richard Stansfield 

https://obka.org.uk/members-area/honey-extractor-loans-2020/
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Classified 

Photos from the past month 

National Equipment for Sale—Old Marston, Oxford 
Member David B Bullock has the following second-hand equipment for sale:  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested please contact him:  

Mobile: 07902 805784 

Email <davidbullock46@gmail.com>     

European hornet and wasp queens, 

both unwelcome intruders in our 

house.  

A member put a swarm inside this 

eek and left it over winter.  Transfer-

ring the bees to standard frames and 

removing all brood and honey took 

about six weeks of careful manipula-

tion.  

  Thorne’s new in £ DBB’s 2020 price in £ Quantity available 

National brood body 67 30 5 

National super body 50 25 8 

Roof 67 30 8 

Floor with varroa mesh and diagnostic 
insert.  Note. I use a 12x12” varroa mesh 

39 25  
 

7 

Queen excluder 10 5 5 

Blanks of various widths (used for making  
a nucleus in a 18 1/8” brood box) 

  free   

Two nucleus hives complete 145 75 2 

 Fast feeders   1 6 

 Various other items price on applying to 
David. E.g. 1 veil, 1 smoker, 1 hive tool. 

      

Wanted: Supplier of Royal Jelly and Propolis 
Lady in Oxford seeking a beekeeper who can supply small quantities of royal jelly and raw propolis for personal use. 
She would like to purchase local produce from a reliable supplier. If you are interested, please contact:  

Ewa Ciolek 

ewa.ciolek2@gmail.com 

Novice Beekeeper seeking Mentor, Wootton, just north of 
Woodstock 
Member Kirstie is seeking someone to advise her as set sets up her first hive. If you can help, please contact Kirstie 
by email:  

Kirstiesmart23@gmail.com 

mailto:davidbullock46@gmail.com
mailto:ewa.ciolek2@gmail.com
mailto:Kirstiesmart23@gmail.com
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OBKA Contacts 

Oxford Beekeepers Association is a registered charity 

Number 1005846. 

Visit www.obka.org.uk to see details of future events, links to 

other useful sites and other relevant 

information. 

 

Please forward information for inclusion in the news letter to 

Richard Stansfield. 

Oxford  Beekeepers  Assoc iat ion  

Joint Chair Mike Fleming  

 Christine Eaglestone  

 

Contact via Secretary   

Secretary Richard Stansfield 

Tel: 07821647135 

Email: secretary@obka.org.uk 

 

A full list of contacts may be found on our 

website 

 

Join us on Facebook by 

clicking the link above 

OBKA Events Calendar 

Please note that all our events and apiary visits are cancelled until further notice. 

 

Elly Pattullo is interested in your ideas for future talks. If you know a speaker or would like to hear a talk 

on a specific beekeeping topic please contact Elly on:  
events@obka.org.uk 

WBC Hive wanted 
Member in Oxford would like to purchase used WBC hive complete with brood chamber and ideally two supers. 
Does not require bees. Will collect. If you have such an item for sale please contact:  
Sarah McKearney 
sarahmckearney@btinernet.com 

Apiary Site at Northmoor, near Witney 
A landowner in Northmoor near Witney would like to offer an Apiary Site in return for help and advice as he takes 
the first steps in beekeeping. The site is a five-acre small holding giving plenty of space for several hives.  

The landowner has already purchased one hive and intends to purchase bees shortly. He is willing to assist with 
some of your costs.  

If you are interested, please contact the Secretary and he will put you in touch with the owner.   

secretary@obka.org.uk 

Mentor wanted- Croughton Village 
Member Charlotte Pires is looking for someone to act as a mentor / advisor. If you live in the area and would like to 
help, please contact Charlotte by email:   

Kadoran@protonmail.com 

http://www.obka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@obka.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1353611601387469/
mailto:events@obka.org.uk
mailto:sarahmckearney@btinernet.com
mailto:secretary@obka.org.uk
mailto:Kadoran@protonmail.com

