
While we were enduring lockdown, and hopefully 
keeping safe, we had excellent weather in April which 
bees exploited to the full. We had a first report of a 
swarm on 23rd of April and some members are thinking 
about taking their first honey crop of the season.  

 

While most OBKA activities are closed down, we 
continue to support our members. David Lord and Alison 
Rosby, assisted by other members of the training team, 
and ably supported by Gary Thomas our Webmaster, 
have created a training blog. This is open to all members 
but targeted at those members who missed out on this 
year’s beginners course. There is a Q&A section where 
members can both pose questions and offer advice. If 
you want to help, especially if you are an experienced 
beekeeper but not a member of our training team, 
please follow the link to our blog and contribute! 

OBKA Blog 

Future topics for the Blog include setting up bait hives, 
swarm collection and using a Cloake Board.  

Phil Hart, our Treasurer, has revised the 2020 budget. 
This was necessary because cancelling all our events 
reduced our annual income very significantly, while our 
fixed costs, for example associated with running our 
Woodstock apiary, remained largely unchanged.  The 
new budget has been balanced by making some 
adjustments to expenditure and drawing down £1300 
from our reserves. 

 

We now have an operational Asian Hornet Verification 
Team led by Eric Perkins. This team has fifteen members 
spread across the county who have volunteered to assist 
in the event that a member of the public reports an 
Asian Hornet. Once a sighting has been verified, the 
team will report the finding to the National Bee Unit who 
are responsible for finding hornet nests and destroying 

them. All beekeepers have a vested interest in ensuring 
that the Asian Hornet does not become endemic in the UK. 
Later in this newsletter, we give advice on monitoring for 
AH and point you towards the best sources of information 
to assist with identification.  All beekeepers should 
monitor for Asian hornet and be capable of recognising it.  

BBKA Asian Hornet Verification map 

We really need a couple more volunteers who live in the 
north and west of the county to join this team as we are 
rather Oxford-centric at the moment.  

 

We have supplied advice and personalised letters to 65 
members who need to travel to manage their bees. We 
have had a couple of reports of members been challenged 
by the police, with no problems encountered once an 
explanation was offered, and one instance of a member 
been verbally abused by a member of the public while 
managing his bees. We ask that you keep us informed of 
any similar incidents just in case we need to raise this with 
BBKA.  

 

Finally I would like to acknowledge people who are 
continuing to work at some personal risk to support UK 
beekeepers. These include our seasonal bee inspectors, 
other members of the National Bee Unit, and equipment 
suppliers.  I only have first hand knowledge of Thornes 
Bees. The local branch in Windsor is closed but the head 
office at Rand is working hard to deliver orders. I recently 
received a package from them two days after placing an 
order. Please continue to support all our local equipment 
suppliers, nuc suppliers and queen breeders. Without an 
effective supply chain, hobby beekeeping as we know it 
will not be practical for most people.  
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Monitoring for Asian Hornets 
At BBKA’s request, we have set-up an Asian Hornet Verification team, comprising fifteen members from across the 
county. The team is charged with verifying sightings of AH by members of the public. Where possible, we will work 
with supplied photographs but the team may, on occasion, have to set monitoring traps to confirm that an insect is, 
in fact, an Asian hornet and not a similar species.  

At this stage of the AH incursion into the UK, our role is purely verification of a sighting and hence we are only 
monitoring for the presence of a AH. If verified, we will report the sighting to the Non-Native Invasive Species 
Secretariat and the National Bee Unit using the Hornet Watch app (available on iPhone and Android).  

We hope that members of our Asian Hornet Verification team are not called out by OBKA members!  We strongly 
believe that every beekeeper should be capable of recognising an Asian Hornet and know how to report it using the 
Hornet Watch app.  

We encourage you to set up a monitoring trap close to your apiary. The emphasis is on monitoring, not killing! 
There are various videos on YouTube showing how to make a monitoring trap 
from an old Coke-Cola bottle (other brands work equally well). You will need 
an attractant. Wine and beer are said to work well as does rotten fruit and 
prawns. You need something that hornets like but is not interesting for bees. 
Full instructions for making monitoring traps may be found at:  

 AHAT Monitoring Trap 

So as a little lockdown activity, consider making a hornet monitoring trap and 
checking it every day. If you send us a photo of your trap, we will try to include 
it in next month’s newsletter.  

And if you find an Asian hornet, don’t release or dispose of it, as the NBU will 
use it to trace its origin using genetic analysis. Instead, report it immediately.  

Best of luck! 

Eric Perkins, Asian Hornet Co-Ordinator + Richard Stansfield 

May in the Apiary 
May is one of the busiest months in the beekeeping year. Routine tasks include: 

• Inspecting each colony weekly to check for swarm cells as part of your swarm prevention plan. If 
bees show signs of swarming, use a method of swarm control to deal with this natural behaviour.  

• Replacing floors, brood bodies and crown boards with sterilised equipment 
• Adding supers and removing honey. In particular honey from oil seed rape must be removed as 

soon as it is capped. Add supers with foundation first to ensure they are fully drawn out before the 
honey flow.  

• Splitting colonies to replace losses and for increase. Often this is part of a swarm control 
procedure. 

• Monitoring for Asian hornets and varroa.  
May is an excellent month to replace old brood chamber comb, for example using the Bailey comb change method. 
Some beekeepers replace brood comb every year or every two years which has significant health benefits by 
removing pathogens from the hive. Super frames doesn’t need changing as often and usually bees will clean up and 
repair damage comb or comb that is filled with dried pollen.  

Finally May is an excellent time to start raising new queens using for example a very simple method such as 
collecting swarm cells or a more complex method such as grafting. Raising queens is challenging but when 
successful is a highly rewarding aspect of beekeeping.  

https://www.ahat.org.uk/monitor-do-not-kill
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Bee Health—American Foulbrood 
There are two notifiable diseases of brood: European Foulbrood (EFB) and American Foulbrood (AFB). We will deal with AFB 
this month and EFB in June.  

AFB is caused by Paenibacillus larvae, a spore forming bacterium. The spores are extremely persistent, 
remaining viable on frames and in honey for tens of years. The disease occurs when brood is fed honey 
contaminated with AFB spores. The spores ‘hatch’ into the bacterium’s vegetative stage in the one to two 
day old larva’s gut. As few as ten spores may be sufficient to infect the larva. The disease manifests itself 
during pupation after the larva is capped over. The pupa dies and the residue becomes the source of 
billions of new AFB spores. The clinical signs include discoloured brood cappings that are sunk inwards 
(concave, flat in healthy worker brood), perforations where the bees have attempted to remove the larva, 
and dead brown or black pupae. The residue may have a sour smell (hence foulbrood) and when probed 
with a match stick shows a characteristic glue-like appearance (Rope Test). The pupa’s tongue may remain 
attached to the cell wall. The bees find the dried residue difficult to remove, and it remains visible the 
bottom of the cell. The presence of the disease is confirmed in the field using a lateral flow device and by 
PCR in the laboratory.  

The diseases spread slowly in the wild, because colonies are widely dispersed and drifting does not occur. 
It may spread rapidly in managed colonies which are close together. Sharing hive tools and equipment between hives is one of 
the main causes of the spread of AFB.  

In the UK AFB is a notifiable bee disease. If suspected, the hive should be closed 
and all hive tools and clothing sterilised. You must inform the Seasonal Bee 
Inspector who will confirm the diagnosis and manage the destruction of the bees, 
frames and hive parts. The hive body may be retained but it must be sterilised by 
scorching. There is no authorised treatment for AFB in the UK.  

Some countries, such as the USA, manage AFB using antibiotics. This means that 
imported hive products, including honey, may be contaminated with both AFB 
spores and antibiotics.  

For further information please see: 

BBKA Healthy Bee Guide 

BeeBase—AFB 

Managing Bee Health. John Carr. 5m Publishing 

Beekeeping Facts: Nurse Bees 

Some interesting facts about nurse bees: 

1.  The exoskeleton of newly emerged bees continues 
to harden once they have left their cell.  
2. In the first few days after emerging, bees need to 
consume large amounts of pollen to ensure proper 
development of their glands, especially the food 
producing hypopharyngeal and mandibular glands in 
the head.  
3. Nurse bees consume around 80 percent of the 
pollen entering the hive.  
4. A newly emerged bee’s first job is cleaning cells.  
5. Nurse bees start feeding larvae when they are about 
three days old.  
6. Younger nurse bees feed older larvae and older 
nurse bees feed younger larvae. 
 7. Nurse bees aged between 6 and 16 days are at their 
peak for feeding larvae.  

8. Nurse bees start building comb when aged 12 to 22 
days.  
9. Giving bees frames with foundation to draw out 
helps reduce the swarming tendency.  
10. One of the last jobs nurse bees do before 
becoming forages is guarding the nest.  
 
No worker’s role in the hive is fixed except by its 
physical state of development. As demands change, 
the bees will fulfil whatever role the colony need at 
that time. 
 

If you know interesting beekeeping facts and wish to 
share them, please email David Lord: 

xdavidl@icloud.com 

 

American Foulbrood.    Crown Copyright  

https://www.bbka.org.uk/shop/healthy-hive-guide
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/gallery/index.cfm?start=1&LANG=english&galleryid=3
mailto:xdavidl@icloud.com
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We ask members to participate in two winter loss surveys. These have different purposes and both provide 
valuable information to aid policy makers when making decisions that affect all beekeepers.  

 

BBKA Winter Loss Survey 
I am sending this email to all Area Association and Branch Secretaries to ask that you please pass this onto your 
members to encourage them to take part in the BBKA Winter Survival Survey which is online : 

https://wh1.snapsurveys.com/s.asp?k=158192743510 

The more feedback we receive the better the picture we can build as to the status of our bee colonies in Spring 
2020. 

Kind regards 
Leigh Sidaway 
BBKA, Stoneleigh 

COLOSS Winter Loss Survey 
We received the following request for help in providing data on winter colony losses.  

Last year several beekeepers in your region participated in the COLOSS survey for Winter Losses in 2018.  Thanks to 
your support. For the second time in a number of years we were able to submit a return to the pan European 
COLOSS Monitoring initiative.   I can report that overall winter losses were on average 10.4% for England.  Losses 
varied from region to region from 8% in South West to 9% in Warwickshire and  8.4% in Leicestershire, my home 
region, which is slightly below the national average.  A more detailed note of winter losses will shortly be presented 
in the Journal of Apicultural Research.   

As the COLOSS English survey coordinator for 2020, I am again asking for your help in disseminating and completing 
the Spring Hive Losses Survey for this year.  COLOSS would like to invite all English beekeepers to complete the hive 
loss survey for 2019; in particular we would like to get better handle on the data for the Oxfordshire area.  I would 
like to share the COLOSS open letter inviting you and your fellow beekeepers to complete the survey.   

Last year I received 714 valid responses which represents about 2.5% of all beekeepers in England. This year I hope 
we can improve on this and get a more accurate picture of winter losses at a Local, National and European level. 

The survey can be access through the following link  

https://www.bee-survey.com/index.php/958611 

If you follow this link you will find a full description of the project and the use made of the data.  

If you have any questions at all please don’t hesitate to get in touch my contact details can be found in the open 
letter.  Lastly I wish you and your bees a prosperous season. 

Regards  

Dr Anthony Williams 
COLOSS Survey Coordinator for England 
De Montfort University 
A Member of Leicester and Rutland Beekeepers Association  
Email: anthony.williams@dmu.ac.uk 

http://link.membershipservices.org.uk/ls/click?upn=qlsqTDJUhdcbONin573Wnv8lLtq2ZDyQMrp7VuE0EhOmP5ay3q4gtJxBPybqM9STJBzz0hAUBwtGZXFWSYwb3w-3D-3Da9mo_mdTnRuNn3eeGez5lTUniPYGOcoTd01TVdSz90a5Pz6V6UvYycVdvxwpHO93ZC1xgiH9yQtrhUQLDPiB2MiJNmyXn0X0s8WlUx3XxqIh5Yee05Sh
https://www.bee-survey.com/index.php/958611
mailto:anthony.williams@dmu.ac.uk
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Bee Nest Removal—Garsington, near Oxford 
Peter Hawkins describes how he removed a bee nest on 23 April, one of the more challenging beekeeping jobs.  

I responded to an enquiry from a member of the public who was concerned about bees coming in and out of a 
stable wall which needed to be removed due to a new stable block being built. 

Having been placed on furlough leave, I fancied a challenge.  I arranged to meet the owners. Sure enough there 
were honey bees  coming in and out though a gap in the wooden boarding. Talking to the owners at a distance it 
was agreed that I could remove the featheredge boards to gain access as there was no electricity to power my 
homemade beevac. So it was down to the old fashioned way of removal 
by hand. Thankfully, the entrance was only 3 feet above the ground with 
the nest below. They were very gentle bees. I cut the comb to frame size 
and rubber banded the comb on to the frames. The bees will normally 
chew through the rubber bands and drag them out of the hive by the 
time they have fixed the comb to the frame. 

There was no sign of pest or disease and the comb was nice and clean. 
The nest had probably been there for around 2 years. I will reuse the 
brood and comb.  

I went back next day to pick up to the bees and, with a small battery 
vacuum cleaner and a bucket (hastily jerry built for the occasion) I 
hovered up the stragglers.  

That evening I put them into their new home. The bees will be hived in somebody’s back garden by the Thames.  I 
only got stung 3 times, one on each knee whilst kneeling down and one on the finger, all my fault. 

 

Bees leaving the traditional wood slat stable 

Finally rehoused! 

Exposed nest before removal 

Partially removed nest. Combs were cut out, 

inserted in empty frames and held in place 

with rubber bands 

Editor’s note—we are always happy to include interesting bee stories, especially if accompanied by lots of photos.  
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Free Copy of BeeCraft Magazine 
We received the following from the producers of the BeeCraft magazine.  

With Association and Branch activities and beekeeping courses on hold for the time being, the team here at 
BeeCraft have been wondering how we can help our BeeCraft shareholder associations retain the interest of their 
new and aspiring beekeepers.  
Have you come across anything you 
think we can do?  Or any way we can 
help your team? While you give this 
consideration, we have released our 
current edition, April 2020, for free 
viewing on our website!  This makes it available to everybody who visits the BeeCraft website. 
Beekeepers and non-beekeepers alike will enjoy our new monthly feature on gardening for pollinators and find lots 
of other interesting articles on a variety of topics. 

So do let them all know to simply go to www.bee-craft.com and click the graphic shown above on our home page. 
A number of articles have been uploaded onto our website particularly to support new beekeepers which are also 
free to view.  Our weekly Timely Reminders provide a useful resource for guidance and currently offer one of 
our free downloadable booklets for anyone that signs up through the link on our home page. 

Kind regards 
The BeeCraft team  

Editors Note.  

While OBKA is a (small) shareholder in the BeeCraft magazine, we are not able to offer our members a discount on 
a BeeCraft subscription on account of the extra work this would entail on the part of our Membership Secretary 
and Treasurer. You are, of course, free to take out a BeeCraft subscription as an individual.  

Bees Abroad 

We received the following request for support from Bees Abroad.  

Bees Abroad has been relieving poverty through beekeeping for 21 years. We are a group of experienced volunteer 
beekeepers who give our time freely to help the poorest in developing countries improve their lives by earning mon-
ey from beekeeping. Over the years, many beekeeping associations have supported our work and we are very grate-
ful to those who have. However, we are also aware that many associations have still not heard about what we do.    

You may access the current copy of the Bees Abroad newsletter by clicking on this link: Bees Abroad Spring News. 

Our website www.beesabroad.org.uk gives more information about the work. 

We are very dependent on the beekeeping community and we want to make sure that more of you have the oppor-
tunity to learn about us and help. 

Richard Ridler – Chair 
Master Beekeeper      
W: www.beesabroad.org.uk 
Registered Charity No: 1108464 

https://bee-craft.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9e5d75f82e5fb22f2f36ef838&id=1e9f3f166d&e=605606e7cf
https://bee-craft.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9e5d75f82e5fb22f2f36ef838&id=1e9f3f166d&e=605606e7cf
https://bee-craft.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9e5d75f82e5fb22f2f36ef838&id=e4bfdef065&e=605606e7cf
https://bee-craft.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9e5d75f82e5fb22f2f36ef838&id=02f5069324&e=605606e7cf
https://mailchi.mp/1b99247ae014/your-spring-news-from-bees-abroad
https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/www.beesabroad.org.uk
http://www.beesabroad.org.uk
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Classified 

Honey Sales Opportunity—Headington, Oxford 
The manager of the weekly farmer’s market in Headington, Oxford, is seeking a local honey producer who can supply 
one of the specialist stalls. There used to be a honey seller but he has now left the area. Once they open after the 
coronavirus shutdown they would like to offer local (i.e. Headington or Oxford) honey. They require ‘raw’ honey in 
1lb or 500g jars, fully labelled, ready for sale to the public. Other hive products, such as sections or cut comb, are 
also of interest. They are looking for someone, or possibly a group of people, who can supply ten to twenty jars per 
week throughout the year.  
If you are interested, please contact me in the first instance and I will pass on your details. OBKA will not take any 
responsibility for negotiating reasonable terms, including price and payment, with the market operator.  

 R Stansfield 
secretary@obka.org.uk 

Photos from the past month 

Mentor wanted—Witney area 
I am a novice beekeeper with a newly acquired hive in Witney. I completed a beginner’s course last year. 
I’ve had my bees for about 2 weeks and I am still learning so much. Every day I have more and more questions so I 
thought it would be great if I had a mentor. Are there any available who would be willing to be in contact? 
Thanks,  
Debora Di Caro <ddicaro4@gmail.com> 
Mobile: 07970170055 

Super frames marked with the year 

foundation was added. Also used to 

ensure the frames are replaced in 

correct orientation.   

Stored super frames being cleaned up before 

returning to hive. Any old dried pollen is cut 

out so that it does not contaminate honey. 

The bees rapidly repair the damage with new 

comb, ensuring honey is stored in clean comb.    

Bee pollinating Bramley apples 

— the most important reason 

for keeping bees.  

12x14 Nucleus for Sale—Witney area 
I have a 5 Frame 12x14 nucleus for sale. Last year’s mated and laying queen. £150. Queen laying well.  
Contact vera.jordanat11@gmail.com 
I hope to have further available nucs later in the summer .  
Editor—Please ensure you respect COVID-19 restrictions when collecting, especially if you want to inspect first.  

mailto:secretary@obka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@obka.org.uk
mailto:vera.jordanat11@gmail.com
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OBKA Contacts 

Oxford Beekeepers Association is a registered charity 

Number 1005846. 

Visit www.obka.org.uk to see details of future events, links to 

other useful sites and other relevant 

information. 

 

Please forward information for inclusion in the news letter to 

Richard Stansfield. 

Oxford  Beekeepers  Assoc iat ion  

Chairman  

Tel:   

Mobile:   

Email:   

Secretary Richard Stansfield 

Tel: 07821647135 

Email: secretary@obka.org.uk 

 

A full list of contacts may be found on our 

website 

 

Join us on Facebook by 

clicking the link above 

OBKA Events Calendar 

Please note that all our events and apiary visits are cancelled until further notice. 

 

Elly Pattullo is interested in your ideas for future talks. If you know a speaker or would like to hear a talk 

on a specific beekeeping topic please contact Elly on:  
events@obka.org.uk 

Apiary Site—Long Wittenham, near Abingdon 
We have a large garden in Long Wittenham (4 km SE of Abingdon) and we’re wondering if someone would like to see 
if it would be suitable for a hive of theirs? Please contact Ben Taylor on 07494 288312 if interested.  

Bees for Sale—Woodstock 
When I last spoke to him, member Erik still had a couple of colonies of bees in Langstroth hives for sale. Please con-
tact secretary@obka.org.uk if you are interested.   

Online Assistance Sought—FlowHive  
We are in Year 2 and were due to go on the cancelled beginners course. We have a healthy flow hive in Littlemore, 
Oxford, and we need on-line support. No particular issues just guidance during inspections. We could set up zoom 
communication. Grateful in advance for any help! 
Florence and Angus Muldoon  
Fymuldoon@gmail.com  

http://www.obka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@obka.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1353611601387469/
mailto:events@obka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@obka.org.uk
mailto:Fymuldoon@gmail.com

