
Bees, along with many beekeepers across the country, 
are now entering a period of self-imposed lockdown; 
voluntarily in the case of bees and reluctantly in the case 
of beekeepers.  
 
For bees, their only concern is to survive winter and, 
hopefully, you will have given them every help in this 
respect. For most people survival is not sufficient: we 
need to do things, meet with friends and family and 
learn new things, even if it’s only the latest gossip.  
 
Lockdown is hard for everyone. To make this period 
more bearable, we are trying to find interesting 
beekeeping-related activities for you this winter, both 
from OBKA and from other beekeeping organisations. 
Mostly, these will be talks, including one this month 
from our President Professor George McGavin delivered 
through the University of Oxford Natural History 
Museum’s outreach programme. Of course, if you find 
something that you think may be of interest to other 
members please let us know and we will let everyone 
know. As well, there are two OBKA talks to look forward 
to in November.  
 
Trustee update 
The trustees and training team are working on a plan to 
deliver training next year. Because of Covid restrictions, 
which are likely to still be in place next year, we are 
looking at changing the way we deliver training and 
apiary management. This will give us the opportunity to 
offer beyond beginner training for small groups as well 
as our usual beginner training sessions. To support this 
we are trying to increase the number of tutors and 
identify people who can help deliver one or two sessions 
on more advanced topics such as swarm prevention, 
raising nucleus colonies or queen raising. We would also 

like to support beginners from the past two or three years 
who would like to attempt the BBKA Basic Assessment, 
when it becomes available again, in the hope that they will 
join our team of tutors.  
 
In parallel, we are planning to set up one or two self-help 
groups for people interested in studying for a BBKA 
module examination, not necessarily to take the exam, but 
to cover the course material over the winter period. 
Further information is given in this newsletter on page 5. 
 
One of the Trustees’ responsibilities is to keep our 
constitution up-to-date in the light of internal and external 
changes. There have been a number of very significant 
changes in the past year that have precipitated a full 
review of our constitution, including introduction of 
electronic banking, and running much of our organisation 
online due to Covid. The changes we hope to introduce 
with your support include: improved AGM procedures 
reflecting the current reality of virtual meetings and online 
voting; financial approvals that align with our e-banking 
arrangements; new membership categories for schools 
and non-beekeeping members, and a more robust process 
for electing our President and Trustees.  
 
If you have any suggestions for improving our constitution, 
please forward them to our treasurer, Phil Hart, who is 
leading the review. All changes will require the agreement 
of members at the AGM in spring 2021.  
 
 
Finally, we have provided advanced information on how to 
renew your membership for 2021. Please give this your 
attention when the request to renew is sent out to reduce 
the burden on our membership secretary who has to deal 
with over three hundred renewals, not just one! 
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OBKA Honey Show Prizegiving 8th November 2020 
The honey show this year will be slightly different. With restrictions on gatherings in place, judging will take place in 
isolation on 8th November with a closing date of 1st November. The prizes will be awarded by our President, George 
McGavin on 8th November and will take place online. (See article on Page 7 describing a talk he is giving on 4th 
November.)  

A Zoom invitation will be sent out in early November so you can join the presentation.   

Peter Hawkins, Honey Show Organiser  

Membership Renewals—2021 
Your 2021 annual membership fees are due by 31st December 2020 and I thought it would help to give you a quick 
rundown on the eR2 system (the computer system used by BBKA and most beekeeping area associations to manage 
their members’ data) and remind you how it will work for renewals. The system has been in place for the whole of 
2020 and therefore I won’t go into as much detail as I did in 2019.  

At the start of December, you will receive an email through eR2 inviting you to renew your membership with OBKA. 
If you choose to renew, you will be given a link to an eR2 page showing your membership record and be given an 
opportunity to update it if there has been a change, e.g. change in address. Please check that your membership 
details are correct, especially email, postcode and telephone numbers.  

After you have updated your membership record, you will submit your renewal to the Membership Secretary 
(MemSec) for approval. You will then be directed to a page giving you our bank account details so that you can 
make a payment by BACS. When you are paying by BACS, please include your membership number as a reference. 
For example, if your membership number is 50.0.10700 then reference your payment with 10700. For those of you 
who don’t use or have access to the BACS payment process, payment by cheque can be arranged if absolutely 
necessary although this will involve us in significantly more work.  

When payment has been received, the MemSec will send you a receipt, the BDI certificate confirming that you have 
insurance cover and your membership record. If you do not receive your receipt and certificate you will need to 
contact the MemSec. Neither BBKA nor OBKA issue membership cards as was the case a few years ago. 

If you fail to renew by 31st December, your membership and insurance cover will lapse.  

Also note that BBKA has given us notice of their intention to increase their portion of the membership fee by £2.00 
in the year 2022 which will result in the OBKA having to increase the annual renewal fee for 2022. The insurance 
premiums are unchanged. Formal agreement of the BBKA increase will be put to their AGM in January 2021 and we 
will so likewise at our AGM in March 2021 for 2022 subscriptions.  

If there is anything you don’t understand about the renewal process, please contact me on the email below.  

Daniel Mc Ginness 

Membership Secretary 

membership@obka.org.uk 

Apiary Sessions—November 
Our volunteers have now almost finished apiary maintenance work for this year but we still need to finish 
repainting of the large wooden shed. If you can spare a few hours that would be great. We are not setting specific 
days but need to be opportunistic and choose a day when the weather is forecast to be fine. If you can help, please 
contact Sandra Simpson, our Apiary Manager, who will let you know when she is next at the apiary.  
As always, we need to follow the Covid-19 regulations and our local risk assessment which Sandra will provide.  
smshome250@yahoo.co.uk  

mailto:membership@obka.org.uk
mailto:smshome250@yahoo.co.uk
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November in the Apiary 
If all your winter preparations were completed in October, then relax, there is nothing to do in the apiary in 
November. The bees are best left alone to collect the last of the ivy nectar and, on cold days, to cluster.   

What could possibly go wrong this month? Well several things: 

• A very light hive may indicate robbing by wasps. If the colony is still viable feed them with fondant. The 
wasps should be dying out around now, but last autumn a few stragglers survived into the new year.  

• Monitoring shows high varroa levels. As thymol based treatments cannot be used when the ambient 
temperature is low, treat the bees with an amitraz based product, e.g. Apivar or, if you don’t want to use a 
pharmaceutical preparation, wait until the colony is brood-less in midwinter and treat with oxalic acid.  

• Dead bees at entrance. Possibly expelled drones or could indicate a disease such as chronic bee paralysis 
virus. It should be easy to check if the dead bees are drones but if they result from a viral disease there is 
nothing to be done.  

• Dwindling colony. May be failing queen, drone laying queen, laying workers or one of several diseases. The 
colony is probably not viable but you could consider merging with another colony if it is disease free.  

Beekeeping Facts: Bees in 
Winter 
Some interesting facts about bees in winter. 

Did you know that:  
1  Honey bees are the only bees in temperate regions 
to maintain an active colony throughout winter, unlike 
bumble bees and the solitary bees. 
2  A large wintering colony can consume a kilogram of 
honey a week. But will this will vary with outside 
temperature, hive conditions and colony size. 
3  When bees consume their winter stores a by-
product is water vapour. A staggering 3 gallons of 
water can be released as water vapour over the 
winter. 
4  Most colony losses happen in the early spring when 
the demand on dwindling stores are increased by the 
expanding colony. 
5  Over wintered bees should live long enough to look 
after two cycles of brood rearing in the spring. 
6  Isolation starvation can occur when clustering bees 
loose contact with the remaining stores. 
7  Over wintering bees can withstand very low outside 
temperatures but damp conditions are detrimental to 
the health of the colony. 
8  Hefting a hive can give you a good idea of how well 
the winter stores are lasting.    
9  In cold weather in autumn and winter, bees are not 
able to store sugar syrup. If they need feeding,  
fondant must be used instead. 

10  In winter, one of the best times to treat for varroa 
using oxalic acid is after a very cold snap of a couple of 
week or more. The queen will have stopped laying and 
most mites will not be capped inside a cell where they 
are safe from the treatment.  
 
If you know interesting beekeeping facts and wish to 
share them, please email David Lord: 

xdavidl@icloud.com 

Clustering bees—copyright Scientific Beekeeping.com 

mailto:xdavidl@icloud.com
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OBKA Talk: Discovery of Queen Substance  
Around thirty three members enjoyed an excellent talk from Marin Anastasov entitled “The Discovery of Queen 
Substance”. Not only did he cover the original work by Colin Butler in 1952, including showing archive film and 
explaining the scientific methods used, he also related this discovery to current understanding of bee behaviour 
which, of course, has important implications for how we manage our colonies.  
 
After explaining what a pheromone is, in particular that they are chemical messengers that result in a change in 
behaviour in members of the same species, and the different types of pheromone, e.g. releaser and primer 
resulting in a fast and slow response respectively, Marin then explained how pheromones move through the hive 
by trophallaxis (food exchange), during grooming, or as a vapour depending on how volatile they are. Pheromones 
produced by the queen control many aspects of the colony’s behaviour, for example: suppressing laying workers; 
stimulating workers to build comb, raise brood and collect pollen; stabilising a swarm, and reducing drifting. Three 
different queen pheromones are used to attract drones during mating, each with a 
different range.  
 
Equally important are the behaviours that result when queen pheromone levels are 
reduced or absent. Reduction in queen pheromone received by workers induces 
construction of supersedure cells and swarm preparation. Absence of queen 
pheromone initially causes panic among the worker bees and then construction of 
emergency queen cells. Understanding how queen pheromones behave is critical to 
successful queen raising. It’s also critical to successful queen introduction.  
 
Queens of age one year produce the most pheromones. The quantity reduces 
gradually until the queen is eventually superseded. A virgin queen produce little of 
these pheromones which is why she is largely ignored by workers until she is mated 
and ready to lay.  
 
I found the talk immensely interesting and useful. Better understanding of how the 
queen influences all aspects of the colony’s behaviour can only make you a better 
beekeeper. Hopefully putting some of the lessons learnt into practice next year, I may 
have better success raising queens.  
 
Overall, the Zoom format for delivering the talk worked well. There was a slight delay when the video sound failed, 
but this was quickly fixed. It was nice that many members were able to connect via video at the start of the talk and 
have a quick chat. I for one am looking forward to our next two talks in November (see Page 7 for details) and I 
hope even more members will be able to join us.  
 
RGS 

Honey bee queen with worker retinue 

Copyright Wikipedia 
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National Honey Show—2020 
The National Honey Show is the premiere honey show in the UK and normally attracts large numbers of entries. As 
well as the honey show, there is a trade show and a series of talks and demonstrations by experts. This year the 
honey judging was cancelled but the trade show and talks were held on line. The talks were generously made free 
to watch for anyone who registered.  

Of the eight or so talks over three days, I listened to two from North America, both covering the challenges faced 
by beekeepers who experience long severely cold winters and hot dry summers. Medhat Nasr’s talk on how bees 
are prepared for winter in Alberta, Canada, was especially illuminating. It is amazing how well bees can cope with 
these conditions, even if they have to spend the winter in a snow igloo.  

Etienne Bruneau, a researcher from the Université Catholique de Louvain, Belgium, reviewed 
the international honey market and the steps being taken to reduce fraud, a major issue in 
some countries especially China and parts of the Former Soviet Union. Fraud, essentially 
deliberate adulteration of honey with cheap sugar syrup to boost profits, suppresses prices on 
the international market and this eventually ripples through to the price hobby beekeepers 
such as ourselves are able to charge for our honey. Fraud affects everyone, and is putting 
large numbers of commercial beekeepers out of business in countries such as France. It also 
affects the public’s view of honey as a nutritious and healthy product: some supermarket 
honeys are frankly inedible. Etienne discussed some of the technical and legal measures being taken, mainly at the 
EU level, to combat this problem.  

Bill Turnbull interviewed Prof Robert Pickard, who gave some interesting reflections of over fifty years keeping 
bees and his work in neurobiology where his studies of bee brains have given him many useful insights into the 
way human brains work.   

Finally I participated in the quiz. I’m not sure if my score of 9/20 was good or bad. The quiz was designed to help 
the charity Bees for Development and was expertly run by Bill Turnbull.  

Other lectures and demonstrations covered: making wax wraps, making soap, skep making, showing honey and 
why queens are failing.  

On your behalf, OBKA provided sponsorship of £100 to support this event. We have had a few members say how 
much they enjoyed the talks. I believe the talks will eventually appear on the National Honey Show YouTube 
channel and website so if you missed something you can catch up at your leisure.  

Self-study for BBKA Modules 
We would like to explore whether members would like to spend time this winter studying for one of the BBKA 
module examinations. Of course, you can study the course material while making no commitments to take the 
exam. It is proposed to go fairly slowly and cover material in small chunks with lots of interaction, using e.g. Zoom 
or MS Teams, to improve understanding. There are seven modules in the BBKA scheme and it is planned to start 
with Module 1, “Honey Bee Management”.  If you are interested or would like to find out what is covered in 
Module 1 please contact the Secretary. The prospectus for the BBKA modules may be found in the members area 
of the BBKA website and for this you will need your BBKA website password. We have ample resources to support 
self-study within our library and knowledge of online resources.  
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Bee Health—Exotic Pests and Diseases 
Worldwide, bees suffer from a wide range of pests and diseases that are not, fortunately, present in the UK. It is, 
however, beneficial to be aware of the most important of these exotic pests and diseases and two in particular are 
considered such a threat to beekeeping in the UK that they are controlled diseases with the same 
status in law as European and American foulbrood.  

The controlled diseases are infestation by Small Hive Beetle (Aethina tumida) (SHB) and 
tropilaelaps mites (two species).   

The SHB is a sub-Saharan species that has spread to much of the world, especially the Americas 
and Australia. It causes huge destruction in hives and is especially difficult to eradicate. Both 
larvae and adults eat wax, honey, pollen and brood and, as the adult is a flying insect, it spreads 
rapidly. It has been present in southern Italy since 2014 and all attempts to eradicate it have 
failed.  

Tropilaelaps mites are similar to varroa but fortunately easier to eradicate in areas where there is 
a winter brood break. It caused significant losses in warm areas because it breeds rapidly, much 
more so than varroa, and, like varroa, is a vector for virus diseases.  

Worldwide, bees suffer from a wide range of exotic sounding virus diseases such as Kashmir 
Bee Virus, Lake Sanai Virus and Israeli Acute Paralysis Virus. As with all viral diseases in 
bees, there are no treatments available.  

In every region, bees are subject to predation by many animal species ranging from flies, 
ants and wasps through reptiles and birds to mammals. In most cases a bee colony 
represents a tasty meal, despite the threat of being stung. Fortunately in the UK, we don’t 
have to worry about honey badgers, bears and tigers! 

For further information please see: 

BBKA Healthy Bee Guide 

BeeBase (http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm) 

Managing Bee Health. John Carr. 5m Publishing 

Tropilaelaps (right) with Varroa (left) 

Crown Copyright 

Small Hive Beetle adult 

Crown Copyright 

https://www.bbka.org.uk/shop/healthy-hive-guide
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm
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Talk by our President, George McGavin:  
What have insects ever done for us?  
Wednesday, 4 Nov 2020, 7:00 PM 

This event is part of the Oxford University Museum of Natural History online lecture series.     

As the dominant, multicellular life-form on the planet, the ecological impact of insects is 
colossal. Without insects performing essential ecosystems services, the Earth would be a very 
different place and most terrestrial vertebrates that depend on them directly as food would 
become extinct. The loss of bees alone might cause the extinction of a quarter of all life on 
Earth. A total loss of insects might see the human population plummet to perhaps a few 
hundred thousand individuals subsisting mainly on cereals and a few fish.    

To find further information and register, please follow this link:  

https://event.webinarjam.com/register/113/lxx6ka1k?
fbclid=IwAR2Czf_GPsJELyRC8WqGkkzPXOYXirNrzdppm8NFd06q3iIyv2wKIOMQdLY 

George McGavin with honey bee swarm 

Copyright University of Oxford 

OBKA Talks Programme—November talks 
The following gives an overview of OBKA talks in November. A full list of talks is given in the OBKA Event listing and 
on our website.  

13th November 2020  Differences in sub-Saharan and UK beekeeping—Richard Ridler from Bees Abroad  

Richard will explain some of the challenges keeping honey bees in sub-Saharan Africa.  

The Zoom link will to be sent to members later in the month. This talk is not available after the event.  

 

27th November 2020.  The Magic of the Hive—Andy Pedley 

Andy will explain the magical life cycle of the honey bee, and the role of honey bees, and other pollinators, in the 
environment. He'll look at some of the challenges that bees face at the moment, and answer questions. Andy asks 
that if you are joining us for the talk, you bring a pack of playing cards with you.  

This talk is open to both members and non-members. Non-members will have to register and we will limit the num-
ber to fifty. The talk will be available to view in the members-only area of our website for one month after the event. 
The Zoom link will to be sent to members later in the month.  

Elly Pattullo 

OBKA Events Organiser 

https://event.webinarjam.com/register/113/lxx6ka1k?fbclid=IwAR2Czf_GPsJELyRC8WqGkkzPXOYXirNrzdppm8NFd06q3iIyv2wKIOMQdLY
https://event.webinarjam.com/register/113/lxx6ka1k?fbclid=IwAR2Czf_GPsJELyRC8WqGkkzPXOYXirNrzdppm8NFd06q3iIyv2wKIOMQdLY
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Honey Wanted—OX17 
If you have retail honey for sale, we have been contacted by a member of the public in Middleton Cheney who 
would be interested in buying it. Please contact:  

Denis Smithers,  denis.smithers@btinternet.com 

Apiary Site: BMW Mini Plant, Oxford Cowley  
We have been offered a site at the Oxford Cowley BMW Mini Plant for use as an apiary. Two of us have visited the 
plant to check whether it is suitable for keeping bees and we con-
cluded that the site is excellent, with space for at least six hives. 
This initiative is supported by the site managers and follows other 
similar projects at BMW Swindon and the Rolls Royce Goodwood 
plant which is also part of the BMW group.  

 

The site chosen for the apiary, if you know the MINI Plant, is in a 
very secure part of the site next to the railhead, which is away 
from the main activities of the site. The site is close to open coun-
tryside to the east and should have good forage, for example 
woodland at Shotover Country Park to the north and suburban gar-
dens in Cowley to the west.  

 

This initiative is part of the company’s drive to improve their ‘green credentials’ and is led by their environmental 
specialist team. Being a German company, everything is very well thought out and thorough.  

 

If you are interested, the site managers would like to receive a small share of the honey crop (possibly bottled as 
“MINI Honey” or similar) which they can present to visitors. They would also like you to complete a risk assessment 
(which we can help you with) to meet their company requirements. You will be given vehicle access to site with a 
pass but you need to complete the BMW site induction course first.  

 

If you are interested, please contact the Secretary for further information:  

secretary@obka.org.uk 

Mentor Wanted—Didcot area 
We have been asked if anyone in the Didcot area would act as mentor / advisor to  Kerina Bonar. She hope to start 
keeping bees next year so if you can help her to start well please contact her using this email:   

Kerina Bonar 

kerinabonar@live.co.uk 

Apiary Site: Leopold Street, East Oxford  
We have been offered a site at the St Mary & St John Church, Leopold St, East Oxford for use as an apiary. This is a 
large urban churchyard with wild flowers and good tree cover, already conserved for wildlife by volunteers.  

 

If you are interested in this site, please contact the Secretary for further information:  

secretary@obka.org.uk 

Google maps 

mailto:denis.smithers@btinternet.com
mailto:secretary@obka.org.uk
mailto:kerinabonar@live.co.uk
mailto:secretary@obka.org.uk
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OBKA Contacts 

Oxford Beekeepers Association is a registered charity 

Number 1005846. 

Visit www.obka.org.uk to see details of future events, links to 

other useful sites and other relevant 

information. 

 

Please forward information for inclusion in the news letter to 

Richard Stansfield. 

Oxford  Beekeepers  Assoc iat ion  

Joint Chair Mike Fleming  

 Christine Eaglestone  

 

Contact via Secretary   

Secretary Richard Stansfield 

Tel: 07821647135 

Email: secretary@obka.org.uk 

 

A full list of contacts may be found on our 

website 

 

Join us on Facebook by 

clicking the link above 

OBKA Events Calendar 

OBKA Events Calendar 
 

Honey Show 

Final date for entries—Sunday 1st November 2020 

Judging—Sunday 8th November  TIME TO BE ADVISED   

Full details of how to enter were sent by email in early October.  

 

OBKA Talks 

All delivered by Zoom or similar, invites to be sent out by email 

13th November 2020  Richard Ridler from Bees Abroad - Differences in sub-Saharan and UK beekeeping 

27th November 2020  Andy Pedley – The Magic of the Hive 

16th December 2020   Martin and Clare from Buckfast Abbey - Preparing for Spring 

January 2020—date to be confirmed.  Bees for Development  

 12th February 2021  – Ged Marshall - Queen Rearing 

 26th March 2021 – Andy Pedley – Food Hygiene for Beekeepers 

 

Elly Pattullo is interested in your ideas for future talks. If you know a speaker or would like to hear a talk on a 

specific beekeeping topic please contact Elly on:  

events@obka.org.uk 
 

 

https://obka.org.uk/
mailto:secretary@obka.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1353611601387469/
mailto:events@obka.org.uk

