
Summer ended abruptly at 15.45 on Tuesday 22nd 
September. The morning was sunny and warm and I 
decided to do a final inspection of my colonies and 
remove the Apiguard trays. By the time I had finished, it 
was cold and wet: autumn had arrived, time to prepare 
the bees for winter. On page four of this newsletter we 
have listed a few essential jobs in the apiary this month 
to give your bees the best chance of surviving winter.  
 
 
The committee met recently and reviewed progress on 
our programme of winter talks, the honey show, and 
how we will deliver training next year. Everything we do 
is impacted by Covid-19 and, as a result, takes much 
longer to organise and deliver than normal.  
 

We would like to thank those who helped with the 
apiary maintenance sessions. It is important to get the 
apiary building painting complete so we are having a 
couple more sessions in October. If you are able to help 
please let us know. We would also like to thank Sandra 
and Kevin for their work in the apiary this year, including 
building up the strength of our colonies.   
 
Despite restrictions, we are pleased to have delivered a 
number of tutoring sessions recently. We are currently 
working out how the run the beginners course, and 
training generally, next year. Our planning assumption is 
that we won’t be able to run large indoor sessions such 
as “What is Beekeeping?” and the Theory Session so 
there will be more emphasis on small group work in the 
apiary. It has also become clear during the year that, 
while we make good use of the apiary for beginners 
training, there is potential to make better use of the 

apiary to help all our members develop their beekeeping 
skills. More news on this in forthcoming newsletters.  
 
Finally, a couple of requests:  
 
We don’t have an adequate set of tools for general apiary 
management, building maintenance or gardening. If you 
have any surplus tools that you could donate please 
contact Phil at treasurer@obka.org.uk. The types of tools 
we are interested in are small hand tools for woodworking 
and repairs (hammers, saws, chisels etc), tools for ground 
maintenance (spades, heavy duty loppers etc.) and 
gardening tools.  
 
Please contribute to the success of our Honey Show—if 
you were able to get one pound of honey into a jar you can 
enter. The purpose of the Honey Show is not winning but 
learning how to produce high quality hive products, part of 
our beekeeping education portfolio.   
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OBKA Honey Show—1st November 2020 
The honey show this year will be slightly different. With restrictions on gatherings in place, judging will take place in 
isolation on 8th November with a closing date of 1st November. Those wishing to exhibit can drop of entries at 18 
Rivermead Road,  Rose Hill Oxford OX4 4UE and leave them in a bag or box in the porch. I will also collect from the 
apiary car park at Woodstock on Saturday 31st October between 10am and noon . Please enclose the entry form 
with your exhibits. If you wish I will email comments on your exhibits afterwards. Exhibits will be available to collect 
from the 14th November by arrangement. Because of Covid we will not be holding any of the food classes this year 
but we have increased the photo classes to 3 and photos may be submitted to me by email. We hope to show the 
winning entries on our website.  

More details will be given later in the month, along with the entry form and rules.  

Peter Hawkins, Honey Show Organiser  
hawkinspeter051@gmail.com 

BBKA Honey Survey 
Each year BBKA runs a survey of members to collect data on honey crops throughout the country. We ask you to 
complete the survey because without good data it is not possible to make good decisions.  The survey covers your 
honey crop and the factors that may affect it such as hive type, apiary location, beekeeping practices etc. The 
results of the survey are published later in the year.  
 
To complete the 2020 BBKA Honey Survey just click the link: https://wh1.snapsurveys.com/s.asp?k=160092551774 

It's a quick survey that gives us an idea of the areas that favoured our honeybees in the past season. You can give 
your answer for the quantity of honey you have harvested in lbs or kgs.  

OBKA Honey Show—Campbell Cup 
At the Honey Show, the Campbell Cup is awarded to the lady member with the highest number of points in all 
classes. A number of committee members have pointed out that this is an anachronism and we should not award a 
cup purely on the basis of gender. This presents us with a difficulty because no one on the current committee 
knows the history of this cup, for example who donated it and the reason why it is only awarded to lady members.  
 
One proposal is to reassign the cup to the young beekeeper with the highest points in relevant classes and while 
this could be construed as ageist, the committee would like to do more to encourage younger beekeepers, of 
whom we have few among our membership. (We have a separate cup for novices, but any new beekeeper of any 
age qualifies for this category.)  By young, we propose below 30 years of age on the date of the show.  
 
If you have any knowledge of who presented the Campbell Cup and whether members of the family are still 
connected with OBKA we would be happy to hear from you. Similarly, if you object to this proposal, would you 
make this known to the Secretary by 31st October.  

mailto:hawkinspeter051@gmail.com
https://wh1.snapsurveys.com/s.asp?k=160092551774
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Apiary Clean-up 
Sandra Simpson, our Apiary Manager, organized three Apiary clean-up days in September under Covid-19 
regulations. Each session was limited to six people and everyone was instructed in advance of some simple 
precautions to be followed: social distancing, no tool sharing, and hand hygiene.  
 
Much progress has been made to tidy the apiary of both vegetation and rubbish, giving better use of the limited 
space. With the permission of the school, Sandra organized repairs to the anti-slip strips to the decking walk-way 
between the school and the shed, giving us safer access especially in wet weather. The wooden shed had become 
badly affected by algae and was therefore stripped down and repainted. The water butts were repositioned and 
proper overflows provided to take excess water away from the shed. New paving slabs were positioned outside the 
concrete shed to improve access.  
 
Cutting back vegetation exposed the fence which is in a poor state in places and will require attention next year. It 
also gives us an opportunity to extend the apiary by a couple of metres to give much more space behind the hives, 
which would be better when teaching groups of students.  
 
We have 12 full sized colonies and three nucs going into winter, more than in the past few years. This puts us in a 
strong position for next year if we are only able to train in small groups.  
 
The trustees would like to thank Sandra and her team of helpers: Martyn Butt (three sessions), Phil Hart, Daniel 
McGinness, Peter Hawkins (two sessions), David Lee, Richard Moore, and William Fosdike (member and teacher at 
Marlborough School).  
 

 
 
 
 

A much improved space for beekeeper training! 

New slabs to storage shed 

Anti-slip strips to decking 

Improved access around the Bee Bole where 

we have placed three nucs 

There are still a few jobs outstanding, so if you can spare an 
hour or two please contact Sandra:  
smshome250@yahoo.co.uk  

mailto:smshome250@yahoo.co.uk
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October in the Apiary 
In previous months we have covered control of varroa and autumn feeding. Hopefully, you have completed all your 
varroa treatments by now. Feeding should be completed in October because it is not possible to feed clustering 
bees except with fondant, which the bees consume very slowly compared with syrup. Once you have judged that 
each hive has sufficient stores, e.g. by counting frames with honey or by hefting, it’s time to protect your hives for 
winter. The following tasks may be required:  
• Ensure the hive base is stable and not likely to be flooded. 
• Ensure any stock fences are sound. 
• Ensure the hive and hive roof is watertight and free from 

damage. 
• Add mouse guards. 
• If woodpeckers are a problem in your area, protect the hive 

using galvanized wire mesh, sold as chicken wire or pigeon 
wire, or polythene sheets.  

• Protect the hive roof from wind damage using a heavy stone 
or a nylon strap. 

• Ensure there is sufficient ventilation to remove moisture.  
• Insulate the hive, if considered appropriate. 
 
Ventilation of the hive increases heat loss, causing the bees to use more honey; insulating the hive may make 
removal of moisture less effective, resulting in mound growth within the hive and disease. In general, honey bees 
are very tolerant of cold (in suitable hives they can over-winter outdoors in Canada) but they are not very tolerant 
of excess moisture. Consumption of honey produces copious quantities of water, some of which is used by the 
bees, but typically it is necessary to expel around 650 g or 1.2 pints of water from a hive each week (based on using 
1 kg of honey per week). As warm air rises, insulating the top and sides of the hive while leaving the varroa mesh 
open will keep the bees warm but allow moisture to escape through the open mesh floor. Beekeepers using solid 
floors generally adopt a completely different approach, raising the crown board slightly to allow through ventilation 
and escape of moisture through the roof.  

Beekeeping Facts: Wax 
Moths 
Some interesting facts about wax moths. 

Did you know that:  
1. Wax moth development has four stages: egg, larva, 
pupa and adult. 
2. Environmental factors play an important part in the 
development time, temperature being the most 
important. 
3. Females wax moths start to lay about five days after 
mating. 
4. The Greater Wax Moth can lay up to 600 eggs, split 
into a number of batches. 
5. Eggs will hatch in 3-5 day at temperatures between 
29 and 35 °C and 35 days at 18 °C . 
6. Once hatched, the larva starts to burrow through 
the comb leaving a silk web. 

7. Burrowing through capped brood can cause bald 
brood, where the wax moth larva removes part of the 
capping and the bees remove the rest. 
8. It can take between 20 day and 5 month for the 
larvae to grow to full size. 
9. The full grown larvae will chew a cavity into the 
wood before spinning its cocoon. 
10. Pupae emerge after 3-8 days in warm conditions 
or up to 2 month in cooler conditions. 
11. Female moths can live for 12 days and males for 
21.  
Source: Beeaware.org  
If you know interesting beekeeping facts and wish to 
share them, please email David Lord: 

xdavidl@icloud.com 

Hives in USA protected against bears—generally not a 

problem in the UK (Hancock Shaker Village, MA) 

mailto:xdavidl@icloud.com


Page 5 Oxfordshire Beekeepers Association 

OBKA Newsletter 

 

Bee Health—Pests  
The honey bee is the only insect species in temperate regions that remains active in large colonies in winter. To do 
this they require a warm dry nest site and large quantities of food. A full hive at the start of winter not only 
provides stores for your bees, it also provides an opportunity for a free meal and warm shelter 
for a range of pests. Common pests include wasps, hornets, mice, green woodpeckers and 
badgers.  

Wasps and hornets are a problem in late summer and early autumn and can destroy a colony. 
Once a weakness has been found, it is exploited mercilessly until all the honey and brood has 
been robbed. The best protection is to reduce the hive entrance. Beekeeping suppliers sell 
labyrinth entrances which wasps avoid.  As all beekeepers know, Asian Hornets are a non-native 
invasive species subject to special controls.   

Mice enter hives in late autumn, once bees have started to cluster, and make their nest between 
the combs. The nest is insulated with grass or straw, preventing the bees stinging the mouse. As 
well as destroying comb, there is a risk that next year’s honey crop will be contaminated by mice 
faeces. Add a mouse guard in autumn when the bees are still active to stop mice entering hives.  

Badgers are attracted by the smell of a hive. They are large creatures and can easily topple a hive or undermine it 
by digging.  

Ants can invade a hive and seem especially attracted to syrup feeders. If ants are a 
serious problem, stand the hive legs in a tray of oil. Do not use ant powder as this will 
also kill bees.  

Some, but not all, populations of green woodpecker (Picus viridis) have learnt that a 
beehive provides a nice tasty meal of bee larvae. They peck through the hive wall and eat 
brood. The bees become distressed and the damaged hive is exposed to wind and rain. 
Any damage should be repaired immediately.  

A range of small creatures coexist with bees, including earwigs, flies and spiders. 
Pollen mites, which may be seen (for those of you with very good eyesight) in large numbers on a varroa inspection 
tray, are much smaller than varroa and feed on old pollen. They seem to be harmless to honey bees.    

For further information please see: 

BBKA Healthy Bee Guide 

Managing Bee Health. John Carr. 5m Publishing 

Green Woodpecker (Copyright RSPB) 

Asian Hornet Sighting 

Widely reported, the first, and so far only, confirmed sighting of Asian Hornet in the UK occurred on 10 September 

in Gosport, Hampshire. The nest has been located and destroyed.  

 

https://www.bbka.org.uk/shop/healthy-hive-guide
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National Honey Show 
 We received the following notification of the National Honey Show:  

This year’s National Honey Show, 22nd to 24th October 2020, will be a professional, online conference – the first 
event of its kind in the UK beekeeping world! 

Everyone is welcome to attend the event, free of charge. Registration will go live in early October. Attendees will be 
able to attend lectures, demonstrations, visit our trade hall and take part in other exciting activities. Planning for the 
virtual conference is evolving so visit our website and Facebook page for more news as we add content to the show 
over the coming weeks. 
 
The show will feature a series of lectures and demonstrations, followed by live online Q&A sessions, with the oppor-
tunity to ask questions via the ‘chat’ facility. 

Live Lectures: 
Michael Palmer, A year at French Hill Apiaries 
Etienne Bruneau, The honey market in turmoil 
Jeff Pettis, Long live the queen, please!, why are queens failing? 

Live Demonstrations: 
Gwyn Marsh, Making Beeswax Wraps 
Chris Park, Skep Making 
Sara Robb, Making Beeswax soap 
John Goodwin, Showing honey 

Evening events will be hosted on Thursday by The Central Association of Bee-Keepers, with a live lecture by Medhat 
Nasr from the Canadian Prairies; and on Friday, Bees for Development welcome you to their live online Quiz evening. 

Trade Hall. All your favourite traders will be represented in the Trade Hall, where you will be able to keep in touch 
with their latest offerings. 

We know the lack of a physical Show will be disappointing, as it is for us all, but we hope to offer an exciting armchair 
event, where the National Honey Show Community can come together online. 

 Please follow the following link to for further information and to register:  

http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/index.php 

Classified:     Free — Wooden Bee House  
 A 100 year old bee house constructed of wood with space for eight hives is available 
to any member who would like it at no charge. The bee house is in the Oxford area, is 
in good condition considering its age, and may be dismantled with care.  It has di-
mensions 6 m x 2 m x 2 m (approx.) There is good vehicular access to the site.  

If you are interested, I have more photographs and I am sure the owner would let 
you inspect it before making a decision.  

secretary@obka.org.uk  

This method of beekeeping was once popular in the UK and is still practiced in east-
ern Europe in countries such as Slovenia.  

mailto:secretary@obka.org.uk
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BDI AGM and talk by Professor Stephen Martin: Natural 

Varroa-Resistant Honey Bees 
Bee Disease Insurance Limited, the organisation that provides us with insurance against controlled diseases, held its 
AGM by Zoom on 10 September. The main purpose of an AGM is to approve minutes of the previous AGM, approve 
accounts, and appoint directors. Once the formal business had been concluded, we were presented with an update 
on the finances. OBKA members will be pleased to hear that BDI is in a sound financial state with approximately 
£1M of assets. They see no need to increase insurance fees in the foreseeable future and are able to use some of 
the current account surplus to fund research into bee diseases to the tune of around £30k per year.  

Once the formal business was concluded, Prof. Steve Martin, Salford University, gave a very interesting talk on the 
natural varroa resistance of honey bees, a project partially funded by BDI.  His team has studied natural varroa 
resistance in honey bee populations in the UK (north Wales) and impact the different strains of Deformed Wing 
Virus (DWV) have on colony survival. (Type B, a less virulent strain, is gradually replacing the original Type A.) The 
study examined bald brood at the red eye stage, a phenomenon that has become more prevalent since varroa, and 
found that varroa resistant bees have a much greater tendency to uncap and recap 
brood at this stage. By swapping queens between colonies with and without this 
trait, he was able to show that all bees are capable of detecting varroa mites in 
brood but resistant colonies showed a much greater tendency to uncap. He found 
that if 40% of the infected brood is removed, the varroa population is stable.  He 
also noted that bees never uncap drone brood, behaviour that is not understood.  

He concluded by noting that beekeepers should continue to treat for varroa unless 
they have varroa resistant bees. He recommended that beekeepers raise new 
queens from colonies that exhibited the highest resistance / best hygienic 
behaviour.  He also recommended that selecting for varroa resistance should be 
part of any national bee improvement programme, as it is in Germany.  

Prof Martin’s work is summarised in a recently issued BBKA special edition: “Natural 
Varroa-Resistant Honey Bees” available through the BBKA website.  

Beekeeping Talks in October 
 

The following talks, organised by BIBBA, were notified in our September newsletter which gives full details and web 
links.  
 
6th Oct            “Global pandemics, bee imports and native bees"                                         Norman Carreck 

13th Oct          “My 50 years experiences of imported bees affecting local stock"                 Peter Jenkins 

20th Oct          “Resilient Honeybees"                                                                                                 Grace McCormack 

27th Oct          “Where we are, how we got here and how we can move on……."                     Roger Patterson 
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OBKA Talks Programme—an update 
The following gives an overview of two of the planned talks. A full list of talks with dates, where these are firm, is 
given on page 9.    

Oct - Marin Anastasov (Date to be confirmed) - The discovery of the queen substance. Pheromones play an im-
portant role in providing the social cohesion of a superorganism such  as the honey bee colony. In this talk we will 
find out how Collin Butler went about discovering  the queen pheromone (referred then as the queen substance), 
and the experiments he  conducted at Rothamsted Experimental Station in the 1950’s - the scientific breakthrough 
that  transformed our understanding as far as social behaviour of honey bees goes. We will also  cover various practi-
cal aspects of the queen pheromone in relation to attention paid to the  queen by the workers, brood rearing, 
swarming, foraging, comb building and queen mating. 

 16th December 2020   Martin and Clare from Buckfast Abbey - Preparing for Spring. Don’t idle your winter away. Get 
ready for the great awakening and be looking at it, not for it! Every year is different, but a good beekeeper should be 
ready for any eventuality (just like a bee!) How to support your girls for a great season ahead. 

Elly Pattullo 

events@obka.org.uk 

Classified 

Free:      Thornes Electric Honey Extractor and  
  Burco Mini Washing Machine 
The following items are offered FREE with charity donation by the executrix of a deceased member.  

Thorne, Electric Honey Extractor/Spinner 

Radial, 9 frames, electric honey extractor/spinner in plastic, with variable speed motor in working order.  Requires 
new seal on top and new plastic screws. Age approximately 20 years. Condition fair. Some honey buckets, a few hon-
ey jars and bee keeping hats also included.  

Portable BURCO Power Action Mini Washing Machine 

50cm (h), 36cm diameter. Condition fair. Was used annually to clean bee equipment. Old.  

A small donation of your choice to Parkinson’s UK (www.parkinsons.org.uk) would be appreciated but not essential. 
Collection location: Thame.  Please ring Katie Atkins on 079 47 43 47 62. 

Editor’s note. Readvertised; the seller is now offering these free with an optional charity donation. We advise 
getting both items checked by a qualified electrician before use.  I have photos of both items if you are interested.   

OBKA Honey for Sale 
Due to Covid-19, we were unable to sell honey from our apiary at the Blenheim Show this year. Trustees have decid-
ed to offer it to members at wholesale price, for collection in Oxford or Witney.  We have two thirty pound buckets 
for sale, one of which may have crystalised. The price is £105 per bucket, equivalent to £3.50 per pound.  

 

If you are interested in purchasing one or both buckets, please contact our treasurer, Phil Hart, to arrange payment 
and collection.  

treasurer@obka.org.uk 

mailto:events@obka.org.uk
http://www.parkinsons.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@obka.org.uk
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OBKA Contacts 

Oxford Beekeepers Association is a registered charity 

Number 1005846. 

Visit www.obka.org.uk to see details of future events, links to 

other useful sites and other relevant 

information. 

 

Please forward information for inclusion in the news letter to 

Richard Stansfield. 

Oxford  Beekeepers  Assoc iat ion  

Joint Chair Mike Fleming  

 Christine Eaglestone  

 

Contact via Secretary   

Secretary Richard Stansfield 

Tel: 07821647135 

Email: secretary@obka.org.uk 

 

A full list of contacts may be found on our 

website 

 

Join us on Facebook by 

clicking the link above 

OBKA Events Calendar 

OBKA Events Calendar 
 

Honey Show 

Final date for entries—Sunday 1st November 2020 

Judging—Sunday 8th November 

Full details of how to enter will be sent by email in early October.  

 

OBKA Talks 

All delivered by Zoom or similar, invites to be sent out by email 

Date to be confirmed  Marin Anastasov—Queen Substance 

13th November 2020  Richard Ridler from Bees Abroad - Differences in sub-Saharan and UK beekeeping 

27th November 2020  Andy Pedley – An Overview of the Hive 

16th December 2020   Martin and Clare from Buckfast Abbey - Preparing for Spring 

January 2020—date to be confirmed.  Bees for Development  

 12th February 2021  – Ged Marshall - Queen Rearing 

 26th March 2021 – Andy Pedley – Food Hygiene for Beekeepers 

 

Elly Pattullo is interested in your ideas for future talks. If you know a speaker or would like to hear a talk on a 

specific beekeeping topic please contact Elly on:  

events@obka.org.uk 
 

https://obka.org.uk/
mailto:secretary@obka.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1353611601387469/
mailto:events@obka.org.uk

