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B
y the time that this Newslet-
ter is published, it will be 
public knowledge that I 

have resigned as a trustee of the 
Association and will be giving up 
the other functions I have carried 
out as the implications of new 
BBKA systems become clearer.  I 
did not resign due to any disa-
greements, nor the other ‘normal’ 
reason of ill health.  As I said at 
the 2018 AGM, I just feel that I 
have been deeply involved for far 
too long and it is time for new 
blood to inject new vigour into the 
Association. 

I took up beekeeping when I re-
tired permanently. I was lucky 
enough to be mentored by Martin 
Seth Smith. I realised quickly that 
there were very few ’truths’ in the 
world of bees.  The old adage 
that, “where there are 2 beekeep-
ers, there are at least 3 different 
opinions on any single matter” 
was actually based on sound rea-
soning.  There are no correct an-
swers; we develop our 
understanding by discussion with 
other beekeepers – both old 
hands, and beginners.

The Association provides the ve-
hicle for that discussion as well as 
introducing people to the practice 
of beekeeping.  

The Association belongs to its 
members – you.  It relies on you 

to contribute through discussion 
and helping to manage it.  There 
are a number of people with bee-
keeping experience currently on 
the Committee, but that is not 
necessary in helping to manage 
the organisation.  For example, 
we need a new Treasurer who 
need not necessarily be an ac-
countant, but could have a Club 
Treasurer experience.  There are 
several other roles on the Com-
mittee which don’t need beekeep-
ing experience at all but are 
straightforward administration- 
type roles.  So please think hard 
about joining in the running of the 
Association in any way you can.  
If you feel that you can offer some 
help, then please get in touch with 
our Secretary, Richard Stansfield 
on secretary@obka.org.uk. 

We are nothing without our 
members’ input!

Phil Sharman
Chairman Emeritus

April 2019
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News and events

Situations Vacant - OBKA Treasurer

Our Treasurer, Peter Randall, has informed us that after 17 years in post he really does feel it is time 
he stepped down and passed on the baton to another member of the Association.  

If any of you have a financial background at work, presently or in the past, and would be willing to take 
on this role, please  contact  Peter, who will gladly explain what is involved.  As Treasurer, you would 
be a Trustee of OBKA and a member of the Executive Committee managing the day to day activities 
of the Association.

Peter Randall’s email address is: peter.randall12@btinternet.com

Pete Chaunt,  Vice chair

Blenheim Flower Show - OBKA Stand - 21st - 23rd June 2019

We have been invited by the organisers again this year to run 
a stand on behalf of OBKA at this very popular show. To be 
successful  we  need the help of our members to tell the public 
about beekeeping and the welfare of bees in general. 

As in previous years, volunteers get free passes to the flower 
show – these cost about £18 normally - with ample opportunity 
to visit exhibitor stands, listen to gardening talks and meet 
“stellar” celebrities. If you can offer your services on any of the 
three days, and possibly help set up our display on the Thurs-
day evening (21st), could you please contact Pete Chaunt,  
stating your preferred day.

Yes, we are only looking for volunteers to help on one day, and new members of the Association, with 
little or no beekeeping experience, are just as welcome to come and help as experienced beekeepers.

Apiary Bee-Garden Spring Clean 13th April

Merilyn Rees, who co-ordinates volunteers to keep the gar-
den around the Teaching Apiary neat and tidy, would like to 
remind members that they are always looking for volunteers 
to help in the garden. Green fingers are not a pre-requisite!

The Spring Clean is on 13th April.

If you can help, or would like more details, please contact 
merilyn directly:

Email: rees.merilyn@googlemail.com

Tel. 01865 764295
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Announcements

Witney Bees Talk - Nosema - 10th April 2019

The fourth and final winter talk for 2019 will be by Dave Bonner Master Beekeeper and BBKA member  
– Bee Disease.                     

Dave Bonner is a member of Warwickshire Beekeepers and has experience of beekeeping in Uganda 
and gives lectures on Bee Disease, Hygiene and Husbandry, the Beneficial effects of Bees and their 
products. Swarm Management and Preparing Bees for winter.

Nosema is a disease caused by a microsporidian parasite; a spore forming fungus. It invades the gut 
of the adult bees, reducing their ability to digest pollen and shortening their lives quite considerably. In 
mid to late April every colony should be tested for the presence of Nosema. This involves taking a 
sample of 30 adult bees and checking under a microscope at 400x.

How do your treat a colony that has Nosema? There are no medicines, no silver bullets. You have to 
get the bees onto a set of new foundation. Colonies with Nosema are weak and unlikely to survive a 
shook swarm. If you have clean, fumigated drawn comb, that will help this process.

Venue:    Wesley Room, The Methodist Church, High Street, Witney.

Time:      Talk Starts at 7.30pm. Followed by tea and biscuits

Date:       Wednesday April 10th 2019

Cost:      £4 on the door (under 16’s free, if accompanied by an adult)     

                 

PARKING.

Parking in High Street near the front of the building but parking is best at the rear which is in Waitrose 
car park. Follow the P parking signs to the car park and park nearest the Bistro/Cafe “Hacketts“ which 
is at the other end to Waitrose actual building . If you walk along the footpath past Hacketts you will 
gain access to the rear of The Methodist Church close by.

Please let Vera vera.jordanat11@gmail.com  know if you plan to attend so we can make sure there is 
enough tea and chairs!

This will again be a popular event and all beekeepers at any level are welcome to attend.

Volunteers needed for OBKA Stand at 40th Otmoor Challenge 08 June

OBKA have been invited to have a stand at the 40th Otmoor Challenge which will take place on 8 
June. The event includes a half-marathon run and walk with accompanying fete where they will have 
the RSPB, Gardening Club, brass band, children's activities, local crafts and other stalls. Their commit-
tee feels that it would be lovely to have a stall representing beekeeping and all things bee-related and 
have asked OBKA if we would like to provide the stall and people to talk about beekeeping.

The event takes place 1.00pm-5.00pm in the Millennium Hall grounds. If you are interested in being 
part of an OBKA display (we have information boards that can be used) please contact Peter Chaunt 
(chaunt@talktalk.net) who is the initial Committee contact for this event. The event website is 
http://www.otmoorchallenge.co.uk/
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ADM Report - BBKA Annual Delegate Meeting (ADM) 12 Jan 2019

Peter Chaunt attended the above Annual meeting on behalf of OBKA. Although a long day with lots of 
procedural stuff it is an important day as if can significantly affect the direction of Beekeeping in 
England. The following are Peter’s brief notes from the day which he also used to brief the AGM. If 
you have any questions regarding the ADM and Peter’s notes please contact him directly.

The full documentation pack from the ADM is available on the BBKA Website.

1) Importation of Queen Bees post Brexit

Currently free movement into UK from Australia, N.Z., Argentina and EU countries. DEFRA and BBKA 
want to stop all imports. However 95% of the 14000 Queens imported are brought in by commercial 
beekeepers.

2)  Financial statement  Y.E.30/9/18

£50 k excess of income over expenditure.  Therefore no increase in capitation fees (3rd year in suc-
cession)

3) Breakaway formation of new Associations from Area associations.

Discussion of pros & cons of allowing recognition of new (usually small membership) associations.  
Argument based on democracy v admin costs. Future ADM might introduce a proposition to state 
minimum number of members for a new association to be ratified.

4) Association voting on propositions and resolutions.

Current constitution allows associations to vote using delegate vote (1 delegate  per association)  or 
members vote (total number of members in the association) if an association requests a second vote.  
The largest associations votes e.g Yorkshire, clearly carry more weight and can produce a different 
outcome. Suggestion by several delegates of smaller associations that use of the members vote was 
unfair. Executive – as in point 3. – stated that proposition to change voting system could be presented 
and voted on at a future ADM.

5) BBKA Enterprises

BBKA Enterprises, which sells BBKA products to the public, is being wound up within 12 months of 
BBKA becoming a Charitable Incorporate Organisation (CIO). In future all products would be sold by 
BBKA, which is now VAT registered.

6) Schools

A new membership category so schools can now register with their local association as a single mem-
ber on an annual basis. Cost of membership to be advised by BBKA. The school would receive the 
same benefits as a full member. If associations wish to accept school membership, they will have to 
amend their constitution.

7) Minutes of Trustees meetings

Summary of all minutes of all BBKA Trustees meetings will be available on the BBKA website (for 
members access only) Sensitive  information will be redacted.
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8) New Trustee Discipline and Dispute Resolution procedure

That the BBKA adopt a new Trustee Discipline and Dispute Resolution procedure (incorporating the 
Trustee removal procedure, was carried. This adds independent arbitration –which is final- if a  trustee 
and the  Chair of the disciplinary hearing have exhausted all stages of the internal investigation without 
an outcome satisfactory to both sides.

9) BBKA becomes CIO

That the BBKA adopt the constitution as amended to meet the requirements of the Charity Commission 
for a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO). This proposition was carried.

10) Recyclable wrapping for BBKA magazine

That the non-recyclable plastic wrapping on BBKA news magazine be replaced with a recyclable alter-
native , was approved.

11) Bee Tradex

BBKA to participate in the Bee Trade Exhibition at Stoneleigh Park. Result : “move on to next business”.

12) Video conferencing of Trustee meetings

!s now available for all trustee meetings

13) BBKA to contact suppliers of beekeeping equipment not to supply leather gloves in beginner kits.  

Proposition accepted.       

Oxfordshire Beekeepers Association
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OBKA Contacts

Join us on Face- 
book by clicking

on the logo

Events Calendar

Oxfordshire Beekeepers Association is a 
registered charity Number 1005846. 

Please forward information for inclusion in future 
editions of the news letter to

Gary Thomas gary@gcathomas.me.uk

Event Date Location Notes

Talk: The Flow Hive 29 March Cumnor Village Hall Starts 1930hrs

BBKA Spring Convention and 
Tradeshow

Friday 12 - Sun 14 April 
2019

Harper Adams University, 
Newport, TF10 8NB

Witney Bees Talk - Nosema 10 April 2019 Witney See Events calendar for full details or April’s 
newsletter

Spring Teaching Apiary clean-up 13 April Marlborough School Bring your own lunch

Swarm Control - 
Heather Horner

18 May TBC Event details TBC

40th Otmoor Challenge 08 June Horton Cum Studley See April’s newsletter for more details.

Top Bar Hives 15 June Waterperry Gardens  

Blenheim Flower Show 21 - 23 June Blenheim Palace OBKA has been asked to provide a stand and vol-
unteers are needed - see April’s newsletter or the 
Members section of the website.

Preparation for the Honey Show 13 July TBC Event details TBC

Honey Extraction - 
Peter Chaunt

17 August TBC Further details to follow

Autumn Teaching Apiary clean-up 
and bee inspection

08 September Marlborough School Bring your own lunch

OBKA Honey Show 13 October Cumnor Village Hall Event details TBC

Swarm Control - 
Ged Marshall

29 November Cumnor Village Hall Event details TBC

Honey tasting 13 December Cumnor Village Hall Event Details TBC

Full details of all events including location maps can be found on the OBKA website at https://obka.org.uk/events

Chairman: To be agreed at Trustee 
meeting 08 April

Tel: 

Mobile: 

Email: 

Secretary: Richard Stansfield

Tel: 

Email: Secretary@obka.org.uk

Swarms: Maurice Lean

Tel: 01865 773626

Email: mo.lean@ntlworld.com

Editor: Gary Thomas

Tel: 

Email: gary@gcathomas.me.uk


