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I saw my first Asian Hornet  (AH) (Vespa
velutina) a couple of weeks ago in the city
centre of Poitiers in west France. A magnifi-

cent insect with distinctive and readily identifia-
ble markings, we then endured several close
encounters each day for the next week with it and
its European cousin V. crabro. I also saw bee-
keepers dealing with the AH incursion. For exam-
ple, in the apiary pictured below, comprising 34
colonies collecting chestnut honey, the mouse
guards had been left on and two weak sacrificial
colonies had been placed at the end of the row to
divert the hornets from the majority of the hives.

As an association, we hope to roll out plans for
combating the AH threat over the next few
months. Mike Fleming, our Asian Hornet co-ordi-
nator, is leading on this and will be asking for
help to establish an Asian Hornet Action Team
(AHAT). The main purpose of the AHAT is to help
members and the public identify suspect Asian
Hornets. OBKA has purchased five copies of “The
Asian Hornet Handbook” by Dr Sarah Bunker
(See BBKA News Page 242) and will circulate
them among committee members and the begin-
ners course trainers. They are also available to all
members on short-term loan. If you would like to
help Mike, please contact him through the dedi-
cated Asian Hornet email, ahat@obka.org.uk
On page 3 of this month’s newsletter you will find
information on identifying the Asian Hornet and
how to report one if you think you have seen one.
This information is also available on the
OBKA website.
By August, the main nectar flow has finished in
most areas. The honey crop should be removed to
allow varroacides to be used if this is part of your
varroa management plan. Monitoring varroa lev-
els before and after application will indicate
whether the treatment is effective. Although still
full summer, winter preparation start now!
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OBKA Announcements

New members needed for the OBKA Committee

The OBKA committee would like to invite any
members who are interested in taking up a
committee or trustee role to get in touch.
Beekeeping experience is not a prerequisite
for these roles; we are looking for people with
ideas, energy and time who can support the
work of the association by bringing in skills
and knowledge gained elsewhere.

The skills we seek include leadership, trusteeship,
charity law, training and education, events co-ordi-
nation and publishing. If you are interested please
contact me, details below.
Richard Stansfield
Secretary OBKA
secretary@obka.org.uk

The BBKA website gives details of various insurance policies covering members’ activi-
ties. Your BBKA membership includes Bee Disease Insurance (BDI) which covers loss
of a colony as a result of a notifiable disease. In practice this means European and
American foulbrood as small hive beetles and Tropilaelaps mites are not present in the
UK.
BBKA has recently organised an all risks policy which beekeepers can purchase to cov-
er other losses, including theft. It is unlikely that your household policy would cover such
losses. Details of the insurance may be found in the BBKA Members Area by following
the following link:
All Risks Insurance | British Beekeepers Association

mailto:secretary@obka.org.uk
https://www.bbka.org.uk/all-risks-insurance
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OBKA at the Blenheim Flower Show

The show seems be getting bigger and better each year with a steady flow of honey
sales, enquiries about beekeeping, the beginner’s course, bumble bee nests and spot-
ting the queen in the observation hive.

Eric Perkins managed to do a deal with
Brookside Nurseries who supplied some
bee friendly flowers for the stall.

During the show David Lord, Mark Blan-
chette and myself aided by Eric man-
aged 3 live bee demonstrations a day.
Only one person (a beekeeper) got
stung over the 3 days on the finger whilst
doing a live inspection with no gloves.

On the Saturday a swarm of Blenheim bees set up camp on one of the show gardens!
With a lot of smoke it was driven into a skep and duly boxed ready to go into one of Gill
Oliver’s hives.

Thanks to Jonathan and Kevin, the apiary mangers, who with their girls managed to pro-
duce over 200 jars of Oil Seed Rape honey for the show. We made around £1200 from
honey sales.

Thanks to all those who helped run
the stall over a very enjoyable
weekend, which ended in a group
hug* (unheard of in beekeeping
circles!).

* Editor’s Note: Sadly I have not been sent any pictures of the Group Hug!
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Asian Hornet Update
On 3 July 2019, the first UK sighting of an Asian hornet of the year was con-
firmed in New Milton, Hampshire. It was spotted by a member of the public
and reported via the Asian Hornet Watch App. This was the first confirmed
sighting since October 2018. It’s time to remind ourselves of the AH threat.

Vespa velutina, sometimes known as the 'Asian hornet' (or more recently,
and increasingly, as the the Yellow Legged hornet) is an invasive non-native
species from Asia. It has recently arrived in France where it is spreading
rapidly. As a highly effective predator of insects, including honey bees and
other beneficial species, it can cause significant losses to bee colonies, oth-
er native species and potentially ecosystems. It is active between April and
November (peak August/September).

What to look out for:

v Vespa velutina queens are up to 3 cm in length; workers up to 25 mm (slightly smaller than the
native European hornet Vespa crabro)

v Entirely dark brown or black velvety body, bordered with a fine yellow band

v Only one band on the abdomen: 4th abdominal segment almost entirely yellow/orange

v Legs brown with yellow ends

v Head black with an orange-yellow face

v Vespa velutina is a day flying species which, unlike the European hornet, ceases activity at dusk

The National Non-native Species Secretariat's (NNSS) identification leaflet, that all beekeepers are rec-
ommended to have a copy of, can be downloaded by clicking on this link:

NNSS ID leaflet - Vespa velutina (Asian_Hornet)

If you think you have seen an Asian Hornet:

· Take a picture and email it with details of where you saw it and your contact details and email it
to alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk

· Or simply use the Asian Hornet Watch app (see here for Android or here for Apple) on your
phone to send a picture and a location via GPS in the app straight to the non-native species sec-
retariat and National Bee Unit..

· Do not under any circumstances disturb or provoke a hornet nest as Asian Hornets are
especially aggressive if provoked. The NNS will arrange for its destruction.

https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/nonnativespecies/downloadDocument.cfm?id=646
mailto:alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.ac.ceh.hornets
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/asian-hornet-watch/id1161238813
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Classifieds

Beekeeper requiring assistance – Minster Lovell / Witney area

Two colonies available as shook swarms

Richard, our Association Secretary, has two splits which have developed into full sized colonies and
are surplus to his requirements. Both colonies have new clipped and marked queens and the parent
colonies each produced over 100 pounds of honey this year. If someone, preferably a beginner, would
like a colony (no charge) Richard is happy to shook swarm them into clean brood bodies with new
foundation (Richard uses Langstroth and needs the brood bodies for swarm control.)  As the colonies
will be moved once they are established, they are only suitable for someone living more than three
miles from Richard’s home in Headington, Oxford.

If you are interested in either colonies contact Richard directly at rg.stansfield@btinternet.com

OBKA has been asked by the daughter of a beekeeper in the Minster Lovell/Witney area whether
there is anyone who can help look after one hive of bees as he is no longer able to do this himself.

We have had a conversation with the daughter and reviewed various options such as giving the bees
to a new beekeeper. At the moment she thinks the best approach is for someone to look after the bees
for a period. She is willing to support this financially. There is likely to be a honey crop that requires
removing and processing.

If anyone is interested in helping but perhaps would like a bit more information before committing Rich-
ard Stansfield has more details and you can contact him via secretary@obka.org.uk email.

Otherwise, please contact the lady directly:

Rachel Lambert

rachel.lambert@johngeorge.co.uk

mobile: 07920 509548

Nuc for sale – 6 frames of healthy bees – £100

Hilary Johnson has a nuc for sale:

‘I am a hobby beekeeper with 5 hives. I really don’t want to expand further so want to pass on (sell) a
nuc I have now it’s ready to be hived. I work with national hives/nuc.

The nuc has 6 frames with food, brood in all stages and a laying queen. I have checked the BBKA ad-
vice notes for nuc’s today and my nuc meets the required standard. My bees were all checked by the
regional bee inspector in June.

I’m looking for £100 for the nuc. I can provide a travel box (to be returned) and support if necessary.’

Hilary lives in Headington, Oxford, OX3 9RZ. You can contact her on 07714096604 or email
hilaryjoyjohnson@icloud.com

mailto:rg.stansfield@btinternet.com
mailto:rachel.lambert@johngeorge.co.uk
mailto:hilaryjoyjohnson@icloud.com
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Potential Apiary Sites

Horton cum Studley

Lucinda Morriss has contacted us to say that she has just purchased some land near Horton cum
Studley and are offering it as a potential apiary site.

If you are interested please contact Lucinda directly at lucinda.bodywork@gmail.com

Equipment for sale

Colin Davis was a member of OBKA and used to keep bees but has decided to no longer keep bees
and has all his equipment and clothing for sale.

There is a lot of equipment so Colin has collated it all into a .PDF which can be viewed if you look at
this advert’s entry in the Classifieds section of the OBKA website.

If you are interested in buying any of Colin’s items (he lives in South Hinksey) his contact details are at
the end of the list.

Pure beeswax wanted

Lozi lives in North Oxford and is trying to shop more locally, particularly looking for beeswax in its raw
form (nothing added to it basically). If you have beeswax that you are looking to sell please contact
Lozi directly: Lozibolton@hotmail.co.uk

nr. Banbury

Charlotte Sullivan has contacted us with the following:

‘We have a large garden, small wood & field used for hay production, with hard standing. The garden
already has wild bees living in a tree which swarmed earlier this year. I would like to put some honey
bee hives in the field and hopefully get some honey. I was wondering if some one would like to look
after the bee hives for us or put their own bees in the field. We are not able to look after bees properly
our selves as not around enough during the swarming season.’

If you are interested please contact Charlotte directly on Charlie.sullivan@talk21.com

mailto:lucinda.bodywork@gmail.com
https://obka.org.uk/members-area/classifieds/
mailto:Lozibolton@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:Charlie.sullivan@talk21.com
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Join us on
Facebook by

clicking on the logo

Events Calendar

Oxfordshire BeeKeepers Association is a
registered charity Number 1005846.

Please forward items for inclusion in future editions of the newsletter to

Gary Thomas webmaster@obka.org.uk

Full details of all events including location maps can be found on the OBKA website at https://obka.org.uk/events

August
01-04: Countryfile Live, Blenheim Palace - BBKA stand

03: Honey Bee Health Day run by GBKA; see OBKA website for details.

17th: OBKA Event - ‘Honey Extraction’ Please note that due to circumstances this event may have
 to be cancelled, please keep an eye out for an email update

September
8th: OBKA Autumn Teaching Apiary clean-up. Bring your own lunch, further details to follow.

October
13th: OBKA Honey Show, Cumnor Village Hall. Details to follow

24-26th: National Honey Show, Sandown Park Race course

November
29th: OBKA Event ‘Swarm Control’ Cumnor Village Hall - further details to follow

December
13th: OBKA Event ‘Honey Tasting’ Cumnor Village Hall; further details to follow

Chairman: Phil Sharman

Email: Via Secretary@obka.org.uk

Secretary: Richard Stansfield

Email: Secretary@obka.org.uk

Editor: Gary Thomas

Email: webmaster@obka.org.uk

Contacts

https://www.facebook.com/Oxfordshirebeekeepers/
mailto:webmaster@obka.org.uk
https://obka.org.uk/events
https://obka.org.uk/event/honey-bee-health-day-cirencester/
mailto:secretary@obka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@obka.org.uk
mailto:webmaster@obka.org.uk

