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December may not be the coldest
month of the year but it is certainly
the darkest. The latest sunrise oc-
curs around 30 December while the
earliest sunset occurs around 13 De-
cember. Despite the presence of a
small number of often highly per-
fumed garden flowers such as vi-
burnum and winter flowering
jasmine, our bees will not venture
far, if at all, during December.
Very little work is required in the
apiary other than checking that
hives are secure against wind and
rain, vermin and, unfortunately,
vandals. Hives may be hefted al-
though in the first third of winter
this should not be necessary if the
bees were adequately provided for
in autumn.

One task best undertaken during the
midwinter period is to apply oxalic
acid as a varroa control. When
used, an oxalic acid treatment
should form part of an integrated
pest management strategy. Oxalic
acid is used in midwinter when
there is little brood present for two
reasons. Firstly, oxalic acid harms
brood. Secondly, if there is no or
little brood present, the varroa mite
is in its phoretic state (i.e. mobile,
attached to adult bees for purposes
of dispersal) and is vulnerable to
oxalic acid. (Oxalic acid does not
enter capped brood cells, leaving
any mites present protected against
the treatment.)

The Veterinary Medicines Directo-
rate (part of DEFRA) has approved
a number of oxalic acid based treat-
ments for control of varroa. (SEE
HERE and search the database for
Species = “Bees”.) The
manufacturer’s instructions should
be followed to ensure the treatment
is efficacious and does not harm the
bees. Monitoring mite drop before
and after treatment will help deter-
mine whether the treatment was ef-
fective.

Although oxalic acid is present in a
number of common foodstuffs, e.g.
rhubarb, in concentrated form it is
harmful to humans unless suitable
precautions are followed. When us-
ing the dribble method, note that
oxalic acid in solution is harmful by
skin contact, to the eyes and by in-
gestion. Precautions typically in-
volve wearing chemical resistant
gloves and eye protection. Addi-
tional precautions are required
when using a vaporizer as oxalic
acid vapour is harmful by inhala-
tion. If you have any concerns seek
the advice of an experienced bee-
keeper.

Finally, Phil Sharman and all the
trustees would like to extend the
season’s greetings to you all and we
hope you have a happy and success-
ful beekeeping New Year.

Richard Stansfield - Guest Editor

http://obka.org.uk/
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/
http://www.beetradex.co.uk/
https://www.vmd.defra.gov.uk/productinformationdatabase/Default.aspx
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OBKA Website and Newsletter - Situations Vacant

BBKA Basic Assessment Qualification 2019

 Now that your bees are safely tucked away for the Winter, here is the perfect opportunity to think
about signing up for your first BBKA beekeeping qualification!  If you have at least one full year’s
experience of beekeeping and would like BBKA recognition for  your skills,  you are eligible to ap-
ply for the award. Remember this qualification is not a traditional written examination but simply
an observation of your knowledge of beekeeping through a hive manipulation, usually held at our
Woodstock apiary in August . We will also organise a “practice run” for all candidates prior to the
assessment to give you more confidence.

Doing the Basic Assessment will  cement your existing knowledge of beekeeping, confirm your
good practice technique, and complete the first stage should you wish to progress to higher level
BBKA qualifications and ultimately even achieving the status of  “Master Beekeeper” !

You can apply to sit the award any time between now and June 30th 2019. To do so, simply go to
the BBKA website, complete the application form and post it to me together with your exam fee.
Meanwhile, feel  free to contact me if you have any questions.

Pete Chaunt
9  Robins Close, Barford St. Michael, Banbury, OX15ORP

Can you help? OBKA will need a  Website Manager and  Newsletter Editor in the new year to carry on
the excellent work of our current postholder, Gary Thomas. Hopefully one person can do both jobs (the
current position) but we would be happy to have a volunteer for each role if necessary.  It’s such an im-
portant job as the website and newsletter are the two major channels of communication and the links be-
tween the Association and us all.

If you feel you can help, and/or would like more information, or perhaps you might know someone from
outside the Association who has IT experience and a keen interest in bee welfare, please get in touch
with me, Pete Chaunt chaunt@talktalk.net or Phil Sharman phil.sharman@btopenworld.com.

Marin Anastasov talk - ‘The mind of the Honey Bee’

Marin Anastasov's talk was as usual thought provoking and full of information on the latest re-
search on the life of the honey bee. In this talk the focus was on a bee’s brain and its memory.

Marlin talked about the bees ability to recognize colour,
which we all  know a bit about. However a bee cannot
tell the difference between certain shapes such as a cir-
cle and a square but  it can differentiate between a
straight line and a circle/square.

Marin also talked about the length of a bee’s memory
and its ability to remember where yesterday's nectar
source was. One interesting bit of research  was young
queens returning to poorly positioned or close hives are
known to end up in the wrong hive. As bees age like us their memory fades - but this may be
down to neonics in the environment. Another interesting fact from the talk is that pheromones
take between 10-24 minutes to spread round the colony.

After the talk Marin answered several questions from the audience.

https://archive.bbka.org.uk/learn/examinations__assessments/basic_assessment
mailto:chaunt@talktalk.net
mailto:phil.sharman@btopenworld.com
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OBKA Contacts

Join us on Face-
book by clicking

on the logo

Events Calendar

Oxfordshire Beekeepers Association is a
registered charity Number 1005846.

Please forward information for inclusion in future
editions of the news letter to

Gary Thomas gary@gcathomas.me.uk

The OBKA website is at obka.org.uk

Event Date Location Notes
59th Annual Delegate Meeting of
the BBKA

12 January 2019 TBC Peter Chaunt is OBKA’s rep

Mead 18 January Eynsham Village Hall Starts 1930

Margaret Murdin NDB 22 February Cumnor Village Hall Margaret is a local beekeeper and former Chair
of the BBKA; 1930hrs

Beetradex 2019
www.beetradex.co.uk

Sat 09 March 2019
0900 - 1630 hrs

Hall H2, Stoneleigh Park,
CV8 2LG

Online booking will take place from 1st Decem-
ber to 07 March 2019. Tickets are available on

OBKA AGM 20 March Eynsham Village Hall Starts 1930hrs (TBC)

Cambridge BKA one-day
seminar ‘Beekeeping in the 21st

23 March 2019 Storey’s Field Centre, Cam-
bridge CB3 1AA

For more info see obka.org.uk

Talk: The Flow Hive 29 March Cumnor Village Hall

BBKA Spring Convention and
Tradeshow

Friday 12 - Sun 14 April
2019

Harper Adams University,
Newport, TF10 8NB

Spring Teaching Apiary clean-up 13 April Marlborough School Bring your own lunch

Swarm Control -
Heather Horner

18 May TBC Event details TBC

Top Bar Hives 15 June Waterperry Gardens

Preparation for the Honey Show 13 July TBC Event details TBC
Honey Extraction -
Peter Chaunt

17 August TBC Further details to follow

Autumn Teaching Apiary clean-up
and bee

08 September Marlborough School Bring your own lunch

OBKA Honey Show 13 October Cumnor Village Hall Event details TBC

Swarm Control -
Ged Marshall

29 November Cumnor Village Hall Event details TBC

Honey tasting 13 December Cumnor Village Hall Event Details TBC

Full details of all events including location maps can be found on the OBKA website at obka.org.uk/events

Chairman: Philip Sharman

Tel: 018969 340626

Mobile: 07912 120337

Email: phil.sharman@byopenworld.com

Secretary: Richard Stansfield

Tel:

Email: rg.stansfield@btinternet.com

Swarms: Maurice Lean

Tel: 01865 773626

Email: mo.lean@ntlworld.com

Editor: Mark Blanchette

Tel: 01235 553041

Email: mblan@tiscali.co.uk

https://www.facebook.com/Oxfordshirebeekeepers/
mailto:gary@gcathomas.me.uk
http://obka.org.uk/
http://obka.org.uk/
http://obka.org.uk/events
mailto:phil.sharman@byopenworld.com
mailto:rg.stansfield@btinternet.com
mailto:mo.lean@ntlworld.com
mailto:mblan@tiscali.co.uk



