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BeeTradex: Large Annual trade

After the dark days of December
and January, February provides
a degree of optimism that winter
is ending, with rapidly increasing
day length and, in recent years,
milder days. However, in some
years February is the coldest
month, with long periods below
freezing and heavy snowfall.
As January was mild, a number
of early spring bulbs such as
snowdrops and crocus are al-
ready in flower. Bees have al-
ready been seen collecting
pollen, indicating that the queen
is laying and the brood nest is
expanding. This increases the
demand for stored food, both
honey and pollen, and also wa-
ter. Stores can deplete rapidly,
especially during an extended
cold or wet period, putting colo-
nies under stress. Weaker colo-
nies or colonies that were left
with inadequate stores are espe-
cially vulnerable during late win-
ter.
Reserves should be estimated by
hefting the hive and, if light, the
colony should be fed, preferably
with fondant. As the bees are un-
likely the leave the cluster in very
cold weather, even if starving, the
fondant should be placed on the
frames immediately above the
cluster as close to the bees as
practicable. Providing insulation
above the brood chamber may
help weaker colonies move onto
the fondant and hence survive

very cold periods. Some bee-
keepers also feed pollen or pol-
len substitutes at this time to
stimulate early brood develop-
ment, especially when early
crops such as OSR provide the
main honey flow. Ensuring there
is a water source, such as a
gravel tray, close to hives may
also help.
February is a good time to make
plans for the forthcoming year.
Points for consideration include:

· Am I managing varroa
satisfactorily?

· Do I have plan for swarm
prevention and swarm control?

· Do I need to replace queens?

· Do I need to increase the
number of colonies or replace
losses?

· Do I need to replace old brood
frames?

Later in this Newsletter we have
provided early notification of the
AGM to be held on 20th March. A
calling notice will be issued in
late February or early March.

Guest Editor: Richard Stansfield

February 2019

http://obka.org.uk/
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/
http://www.beetradex.co.uk/
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News and events

AGM 2019 - 20 March 2019

Please make every effort to attend, as the AGM is a great opportunity for you - the members of OBKA - to

express your views about what the Association can do for you, or where you think we can improve. The

Trustees and Committee always welcome feedback from members.

Peter Chaunt, Vice Chairman

The AGM will be held on 20 March 2019. A calling notice will be distributed to members in early March
confirming the time and the agenda.
As a reminder to Members, I will summarise the key points from our constitution regarding the conduct
of the AGM. The full constitution may be found on the OBKA website.
The AGM is held in March (20th March this year) with an agenda being issued at least 14 days before
the meeting.
Any member may propose a resolution or change to the constitution. The resolution must be issued to
the Secretary by 15 February and provide the names of the proposer and the seconder. My e-mail
address is below.
The AGM quorum is ten members. If the meeting is not quorate it cannot proceed and a new meeting
will be called.
All Trustees have to be re-elected each year. The constitution provides for between three and twelve
Trustees. There are currently six. Members elect Trustees and every member present has one vote.
Any member may stand as a Trustee. Election is by simple majority of those present at the AGM.
A two thirds majority of all members present is required for changes to the constitution or adoption of
resolutions.
You should also be aware that members have the right to question any officer (Trustees and commit-
tee members) on each of the presentations.
R G Stansfield, OBKA Secretary

Email rg.stansfield@btinternet.com

Oxford Ornithological Society  ‘Plight of the Bumblebee’ Feb 13th.

Robin Parsons attended the OBKA beekeeping course last year. As well as being interested in keep-
ing bees he is also the Speakers Secretary for the Oxford Ornithological Society organising mainly bird
talks but they also have one non-bird talk each year.
He would like to invite members of OBKA to their February talk as follows:
Plight of the Bumblebee
By: Dr. Nikki Gammans
In this talk Dr. Nikki Gammans will give an introduction to bumblebees and two other types of bee talk-
ing about their lifecycle, ecology and conservation. She will also tell us how we can help our bees by
gardening through the seasons followed by a brief introduction to bumblebee identification and discuss
the project to reintroduce an extinct bumblebee species.
Date:   Wednesday 13th February 2019, 7.45pm
Location:  Exeter Hall, Kidlington, OX5 1AB

mailto:rg.stansfield@btinternet.com
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Witney Bees Talk - Wax production in bees and replacing old comb

Witney Bees have kindly invited members of OBKA to the second of their winter talks, detailed below:
The second of our winter talks for 2019 is by Marin Anastavov – Wax production in Bees and replacing
Old Comb.
Marin holds a BSc degree in Animal Science and MSc in Organic Farming from Aberdeen University.
He is passionate about sustainable food production and his entire working career has been in organic
food and farming. He has kept bees for over 20 years and currently manages 25 colonies in Glouces-
tershire.
His beekeeping interests are in honey bee-plant interaction, honey bee breeding and honey bee
biology. Marin is a Master Beekeeper, Trustee of Gloucestershire Beekeepers Association, serves on
the BBKA Education and Husbandry Committee and the examinations Board and coordinates the BB-
KA General Husbandry and Advanced Husbandry assessment training. As member of the BBKA Ex-
amination Board, Marin is part of the team responsible for the development and implementation of the
Certificate in Honey Bee breeding.
Venue:    Wesley Room, The Methodist Church, High Street, Witney.
Time:      Talk Starts at 7.30pm. Followed by tea and biscuits
Date:      Wednesday February 20th 2019
Cost:      Only £4 on the door (under 14’s free, if accompanied by an adult)

PARKING.
Parking in High Street near the front of the building but parking is best at the rear which is in Waitrose
car park. Follow the P parking signs to the car park and park nearest the Bistro/Cafe “Hacketts“ which
is at the other end to Waitrose actual building . If you walk along the footpath past Hacketts you will
gain access to the rear of The Methodist Church close by.
Please let Vera vera.jordanat11@gmail.com  know if you plan to attend so we can make sure there is
enough tea!
This will again be a popular event and all beekeepers of any age are welcome to attend.

Warks Beekeepers Association - Beyond the Basics course - 23/24 Feb

Warwickshire Beekeepers Association have invited members of OBKA who might be looking to
progress their beekeeping skills to attend their ‘Beyond the Basics’ course.
This is a 2 day winter workshop (23rd and 24th Feb) and ½ day spring apiary meeting. As the name
implies this is focused on beekeepers with 2+ years of beekeeping experience who wish to improve
their knowledge and skills. The training also provides a basis and refresher for any beekeeper who is
planning to undertake the BBKA General Husbandry Assessment.
Topics covered by the course will be shook swarms, Bailey comb changes, swarm management, dis-
ease recognition, making up nucs, dealing with vicious bees, queen rearing etc. It will be a packed
weekend with lots of hands on work and group sessions.
Pre-requisites: Two or more years experience, ideally with the BBKA Basic certificate completed.
For further details see the Warks website https://warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk/training-courses/

mailto:vera.jordanat11@gmail.com
https://warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk/training-courses/


Page 4 Oxfordshire Beekeepers Association

Hives wanted for art studio meadow

We have been contacted by James Ort.
He runs Phoenix Studio (www.phoenixstudio.co.uk), a private art studio in Towersey
near Thame.
He tells us: ‘The studio has a lovely, diverse meadow. This year we built a pond &
spread yellow rattle seed. It has been a dream to have bee hives on the meadow but
running the studio means I have no time. I recently taught a beekeeper who said you
may have members who could put their hives here. Is this a possibility?
Many thanks in advance, James’
james@orts.co.uk

Site in or near Oxford needed for a single hive

Notwithstanding the above request Dr. Alvyn Pettersen has recently moved from
Worcester to Oxford (Plantation Road) and is looking for somewhere near to Oxford
(ideally) to site his one hive; his bees are currently still in Worcester.
If you can help, or perhaps know someone who could help Alvyn, please contact him at
alvyn_pettersen@outlook.com, or call him on 01865 511 526

Potential apiary site near Helmdon

Paul Sandilands has contacted the Association with an offer of an apiary site. He says:
‘We have a large garden with woodland and pond about 10 miles from Banbury, near
Helmdon and we’d love to have a few hives here. In the summer the garden is filled with
butterflies and bumble bees, so we hope it would be favourable for honey bees as well.
No rent, just a share of the honey.’
If you are interested please contact Paul directly at paul.sandilands@gmail.com

Wtney Bee beekeepers looking for out apiaries in West Oxfordshire

Nick Holt-Kentwell, who is the Administrator for Witney Bees, has contacted OBKA to
ask if anyone knows of any potential out-apiary sites in West Oxfordshire as some of
the Witney Bees beekeepers are looking for sites in that area. If you know of anyone
who could help please contact Nick directly at witneybees@hotmail.com

Announcements

http://www.phoenixstudio.co.uk
mailto:james@orts.co.uk
mailto:alvyn_pettersen@outlook.com
mailto:paul.sandilands@gmail.com
https://witneybeeswebsite.wixsite.com/homepage 
mailto:witneybees@hotmail.com
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Mead Making - A talk by Chris Park on 18th Jan

In the first talk of the OBKA 2019 social calendar Chris Park gave us a
fascinating talk on the making and history of Mead.
Chris started by introducing us to some of the main varieties of mead
(which is honey and spring water) including Metheglyn (honey, water and
spices/herbs) and Melomel (which is honey and fruit juices - basically
honey wine).
He then took us through the process to make
mead. Showing examples of the equipment
used Chris took us through sterilising equip-
ment, mixing and heating the ingredients, the

initial bottling in demijohn while the liquid ferments through to racking
(filtrating) up to 4 times to remove sediment. Chris also showed us some
books about mead making and recommended ‘Traditional British Honey
Drinks’ by Francis Beswick (available from Amazon). And whilst most speak-
ers will take sips of water from time to time Chris took sips of mead from a
horn that he had carved himself!
One interesting aspect of this was around the yeast to use. Chris suggested ‘Champagne yeast’. How-
ever for truly "natural" mead Chris uses bee bread and not shop bought yeast. Bee bread is a mixture of
pollen and nectar or honey and is the main source of food for honey bee workers and larvae. The exact
composition of the bee bread varies depending on the plants that the bees forage from. By using bee
bread from his own bees Chris ensures his mead is as natural, and flavoursome, as possible.

Chris then traced history and folklore of mead. The Greek gods
had ambrosia, the Celts had mead  It has been made in Europe
since the early Middle Ages and there is evidence it was made in
neolithic times. Throughout history it has been known for its me-
dicinal qualities as well as its "pleasurable" effects! Clever peas-
ants in ‘Olde England’ got round paying sugar tax by substituting
honey for sugar when making alcohol !
To finish the talk we had, of course, to sample the product! Chris
gave the audience the chance to sample 5 different meads he has
made ranging from very dry to moderately sweet. Small samples
were essential as varieties of meads can exceed 15 % proof.

We all left with a warm glow within, having learnt a lot about the art,
skill and history of mead making, and one outstanding quotation
Chris had discovered :
"Water, Honey and Labour - the three medicines of the world !

Thanks to Janet Robinson Wood for organising the talk and Peter
Hawkins for supplying the tea & biscuits

If you are interested in finding out more about the history and making of mead then
http://traditionalmead.uk/ is a site worth visiting.

Oxfordshire Beekeepers Association

http://www.stormthecastle.com/mead/articles/the-comprehensive-guide-to-types-and-names-of-mead.htm
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Traditional-British-Drinks-Francis-Beswick/dp/190890478X
http://traditionalmead.uk/
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OBKA Contacts

Join us on Face-
book by clicking

on the logo

Events Calendar

Oxfordshire Beekeepers Association is a
registered charity Number 1005846.

Please forward information for inclusion in future
editions of the news letter to

Gary Thomas gary@gcathomas.me.uk

Event Date Location Notes
OOS talk ‘Plight of the Bumblebee’ 13 Feb 2019 Exeter Hall, Kidlington See article earlier in this newsletter

Witney Bees talk ‘Wax production in
Bees and replacing Old Comb’

20 Feb 2019 Wesley Room, Methodist
Church, Witney

Cost £4. See Events on website for full details.

Margaret Murdin NDB 22 February Unfortunately this event has had to be cancelled. We hope to re-schedule it for
later in the year.

Warks BKA ‘Beyond the Basics
Course

23/24 Feb Solihull School For details see the article in this newsletter (Feb
2019) or the Warks BKA website.

Beetradex 2019

www.beetradex.co.uk

Sat 09 March 2019

0900 - 1630 hrs

Hall H2, Stoneleigh Park,
CV8 2LG

Online booking will take place from 1st December
to 07 March 2019. Tickets are available on the day

OBKA AGM 20 March Eynsham Village Hall Starts 1930hrs (TBC)

Cambridge BKA one-day
seminar ‘Beekeeping in the 21st

23 March 2019 Storey’s Field Centre, Cam-
bridge CB3 1AA

For more info see obka.org.uk

Talk: The Flow Hive 29 March Cumnor Village Hall

BBKA Spring Convention and
Tradeshow

Friday 12 - Sun 14 April
2019

Harper Adams University,
Newport, TF10 8NB

Spring Teaching Apiary clean-up 13 April Marlborough School Bring your own lunch

Swarm Control -
Heather Horner

18 May TBC Event details TBC

Top Bar Hives 15 June Waterperry Gardens

Preparation for the Honey Show 13 July TBC Event details TBC
Honey Extraction -
Peter Chaunt

17 August TBC Further details to follow

Autumn Teaching Apiary clean-up
and bee

08 September Marlborough School Bring your own lunch

OBKA Honey Show 13 October Cumnor Village Hall Event details TBC

Swarm Control -
Ged Marshall

29 November Cumnor Village Hall Event details TBC

Honey tasting 13 December Cumnor Village Hall Event Details TBC

Full details of all events including location maps can be found on the OBKA website at obka.org.uk/events

Chairman: Philip Sharman

Tel: 018969 340626

Mobile: 07912 120337

Email: phil.sharman@byopenworld.com

Secretary: Richard Stansfield

Tel:

Email: rg.stansfield@btinternet.com

Swarms: Maurice Lean

Tel: 01865 773626

Email: mo.lean@ntlworld.com

Editor: Gary Thomas

Tel:

Email: gary@gcathomas.me.uk

https://www.facebook.com/Oxfordshirebeekeepers/
mailto:gary@gcathomas.me.uk
http://obka.org.uk/
http://obka.org.uk/events
mailto:phil.sharman@byopenworld.com
mailto:rg.stansfield@btinternet.com
mailto:mo.lean@ntlworld.com
mailto:gary@gcathomas.me.uk

