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In last month’s Editorial (December
2018) we mentioned the need to
check that our hive have adequate
stores and to feed the bees using
candy if the hive feels light. We also
mentioned that, especially if there
has been a cold snap so the queen
has stopped laying and there is no
brood, this is a good time to treat for
varroa using an oxalic
acid-based treatment.

In this respect it is worth noting that
Thornes have an introductory offer
for a new treatment, Oxybee. Oxy-
bee comes with sachets of powder
containing glycerol and essential oils
as well as a bottle of oxalic acid. The
glycerol increases the adherence of
oxalic acid to the bees which im-
proves dissemination throughout the
colony. We are not advocating this
treatment above any other but it
would be interesting to hear from
anyone who has tried this new treat-
ment.

Once the queen starts to raise new
brood workers will need to get out
and find fresh pollen. If your bees
are in your garden it is good to have
plants that flower in January. Wil-
lows are a good source of pollen and
there in one called Salix aegyptiaca,
a musk willow that under the right
conditions will flower in January.
Other plants to consider are crocus,
winter flowering honeysuckle and
Viburnum tynus. The bees seem to
recognise that fresh pollen is better

for brood than pollen stored in the
hive over winter.

Watching the hive entrance will help
confirm that the queen is still present
and laying eggs. If all is well the
workers will take every opportunity
to fly to collect pollen and they can
be seen returning with pollen loads
on their corbisculae. No fresh pollen
intake can mean that there are prob-
lems in the hive and the queen may
have died or the number of bees in
the colony may be fewer than re-
quired to build the colony success-
fully once winter is over.

January is a good time to check your
spare equipment and ensure it is
clean, bee-tight and ready for use.
Scrape all the burr comb off hive
parts and queen excluders etc. and
then use a blowtorch or equivalent
electrical paint scraper to lightly
scorch the inside of all the compo-
nents. It is also a good time to paint
the outside with a wood preservative
or water-soluble microporous paint
so that the hive parts have time to
breathe and dry before they are used.
If this pre-emptive work is not done
in winter spring suddenly arrives,
hive parts are urgently needed but
are still in their old, dirty state.

Finally this year’s social calendar is
starting to fill up so do look at the
Events calendar on the website.

The Trustees and Committee wish
all members a Happy New Year.

January 2019

http://obka.org.uk/
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/
http://www.beetradex.co.uk/
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First WitneyBees Talk - Roger Patterson on New Queens

WitneyBees kindly invite OBKA members to their first event for 2019 which will be
on Wednesday January 16th at The Witney Methodist Church.

It’s a talk by Roger Patterson titled New Queens.

Roger is a prolific writer and speaker, where he passes on the knowledge gained
from experience and observing bees, in the hope it helps beekeepers to keep their
bees in an understanding and caring way.

There is a slight change to our normal lecture pattern and that is we will be
arranging a Fish & Chip supper at 6.30pm prior to the lecture staring at 7.30pm.
We will collect the supper from a local chip shop and we ask that those interested
in coming let Vera vera.jordanat11@gmail.com whether they want to partake in
the supper prior to the lecture.

OBKA Talk 18th January - Mead Making – by Chris Park

Just 2 days after the WitneyBees talk we have the first OBKA talk of the 2019 sea-
son.

Chris will talk about  conventional mead making, ancient mead making and other
traditional honey drinks. He will also be explaining the practical side and the folk-
lore, customs and mythology of the ubiquitous meads of old.

Chris will be bringing his mead making kit, some mead samples, books, a few arte-
facts and a mead horn!

The talk is taking place 18th January 1900hrs for 1930 at Eynsham Village Hall.
Full details are in the Events calendar on the OBKA website.

mailto:vera.jordanat11@gmail.com
http://obka.org.uk/events/
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Can Folk Music save the honey bee?

Folk music has long gone hand in hand with po-
litical protest. From Pete Seeger’s 1959 rendi-
tion of the African American gospel We Shall
Overcome, which became an anthem for the
civil rights movement, to Dick Gaughan’s Ballad
of ‘84, a clarion call for the Scottish miners’
strike, the combination of one singer and their
guitar has had a potent effect on galvanising
activists.

Now, folk is turning its attention to the bees.

Bees are responsible for pollinating around 80%
of plantlife in the UK and over a third of crops
globally, yet from 1985 to 2005 the number of
honeybee colonies in the UK fell by 53% and
wild honeybees are now thought to be almost
extinct across Britain. This is due to a variety of
reasons including climate change, infectious
diseases, the use of harmful pesticides, and the
reduction of natural habitats. These worrying
developments have led some to claim that if the
bees become extinct, humanity would only have
four years left to survive.

The stakes are high and 25-year-old fiddle play-
er Rowan Piggott believes that folk is the an-
swer. “The environmental crisis is one of the
biggest issues of my generation,” he says. “All
of our political and economic problems pale in
comparison, since they tend to go in cycles,
whereas we have done irreversible damage with
climate change.”

A waifish presence in a tweed jacket, Piggott is
surprisingly optimistic about the future.
“People’s knowledge of the crisis is very gener-
al,” he says, “and they often don’t know what
they can do to effect a meaningful change, so
that’s why I started the Songhive project, to give
people chances to get involved with the bees.”

Since Piggott’s father is an acclaimed traditional
Irish folk musician and his mother is a beekeep-
er, the project seemed inevitable. Piggott no-
ticed an accumulation of folksongs about the
plight of the bees, such as Lau’s 2012 instru-
mental Save The Bees, and decided to create
an online archive to raise awareness.

“I thought it’d be a nice way of reminding people
that for thousands of years we’ve had a healthy
respect for bees as part of our life-cycle and
now that people are more distanced from the
process of producing food, we have forgotten
that and bees have become a mild annoyance,”
he says.

With the archive up and running and the folk
community responding, Piggott decided to up
the ante. “I always had the idea for making a
record,” he says, “although I initially thought it
would be a compilation of already-recorded mu-
sic from the archive.” Due to costly licensing
fees, the record became a collection of 11
songs written and recorded especially for the
project. Piggott invested £1,000 of his own mon-
ey and raised a £2,000 grant from the English
folk dance and song society to print the finished
CDs.

Featuring Piggott himself and some of the Brit-
ish folk scene’s young stars, such as Rosie
Hodgson and Georgia Lewis, as well as more
established acts such as singer Nancy Kerr and
songwriter Nick Burbridge, the album combines
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traditional folk instrumentation with bee-themed
lyrics in the service of this environmental cause.
Even the bees themselves are almost present,
as their buzz is imitated by a shruti drone on
Burbidge’s Queen’s Dream of Lost Fields, while
Kerr’s Dark Honey addresses the production of
honey from the sugary remnants of discarded
Coke cans.

Since the CD was released in March, half of its
1,000 copies has been sold, raising £5,000 for a
Friends of the Earth campaign, the Bee Cause.
Piggott has also been encouraging his audience
to learn and perform bee folksongs from the ar-
chive and sign petitions. One such petition, to
ban the use of the harmful insecticide neonicoti-
noid, was successful and passed the EU in
April.

“The response has been great,” he enthuses,
“all ages have gotten involved. The older fans
buy the record and the younger ones are active
in spreading the message.”

Rosie Hodgson, 26, contributed two composi-
tions to Songhive and believes folk is the perfect
vehicle for the environmental message. “Folk
music was mostly created and performed by
those who were in positions of vulnerability,”
she says, “injustice is a common theme and it
harnesses the power of a personal story, so one
well-placed tale will inspire sympathy for a
cause in a way that talking about the cause as a
whole will not. There’s a magic that binds peo-

ple when they sing together, especially in times
of hardship.”

Another contributor, Nancy Kerr, has made en-
vironmental awareness an integral part of her
writing in recent years, with her last album, In-
star, comprising folksongs about nature and
conservation. For Kerr, born to a family of tradi-
tional musicians involved in protest music, folk
is an activist’s genre. “The act of relating a nar-
rative that stems from the experiences of disen-
franchised people is an act of protest,” she
says, “and that makes me view folk music as
intrinsically political.”

With CD stock expecting to be sold out by the
end of the year, Piggott is looking towards a
second album, perhaps widening the scope be-
yond the bees. “It’s not just bees, it’s other polli-
nators like butterflies that are in danger –
everything’s in trouble,” he says.

For now, though, he is planning a Songhive tour
with Rosie Hodgson and some of Songhive’s
other musicians. They are currently booking
venues that have links to conservation, even
hoping to serenade the bees in a wildflower
meadow.

“Bees are the perfect species to drive meaning-
ful action because we feel so positively towards
them. They are a linchpin species,” Hodgson
says.

For Piggott, the bees are a vehicle for optimistic
action and a means for folk to be refocused to
its political roots. “Folk music here isn’t the
people’s music anymore,” he says, “it’s become
commercialised and the general public don’t
know what it should sound like. This project is
about tapping back into that heritage and aiming
it towards a cause that people can actively
change right now, today.”

Reproduced from The Guardian
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Can Royal Jelly help cure Alzheimer’s?
It is the mysterious substance that turns worker
honeybees into queens and fills the shelves of
health food shops which tout its unverified pow-
ers to fend off ageing, improve fertility and rein-
vigorate the immune system.

Whether royal jelly has genuine health benefits
for humans is a matter for more research, but in
a study scientists have cracked one of the most
enduring puzzles surrounding the milky gloop:
the secret behind its queen-maker magic.

The discovery promises to have an impact far
beyond the niche field of melittology. Armed with
the findings, scientists are now exploring poten-
tial new treatments for wounds and disorders
such as muscle wastage and neurodegenerative
disease.

Researchers at Stanford University found that
the main active component in royal jelly, a pro-
tein called royalactin, activates a network of
genes that bolsters the ability of stem cells to
renew themselves. It means that, with royalactin,
an organism can produce more stem cells to
build and repair itself with.

“We have a very identifiable avenue through
which royal jelly’s effects are carried out,” said
Kevin Wang, who led the Stanford team. “It has
this activity of keeping stem cells in a self-renew-
ing state.”

Royal jelly has intrigued scientists since its dra-
matic impact on honeybee development first be-
came clear. But its effects on other animals have
sparked even more interest. Previous studies
have shown that royal jelly can improve the
lifespan of a range of animals from nematode
worms to mice.

Writing in the journal Nature Communications,
the Stanford team shows that royalactin in-

creased the ability of mouse stem cells to renew
themselves, suggesting the protein can have bio-
logical effects across species.

The scientists wondered whether a protein simi-
lar to the honeybees’ royalactin may be active in
humans. After searching scientific databases,
they found one that bore a similar structure. The
protein is active in the earliest stages of human
embryo development, when it is thought to build
up the embryo’s supply of stem cells. When it
came to naming the protein, Wang suggested
Beyoncé – “a nice name for human queen bee” –
but settled for regina, the Latin for queen.

“Everything points to this being a super important
molecule,” said Wang. “We have identified an
early self-renewal molecule that we think helps to
establish the source cells for all of the embryo’s
stem cells.”

According to Wang, regina could usher in new
treatments for disorders that are caused by cells
dying off, such as Alzheimer’s disease, heart fail-
ure and muscle wastage. The team is now inves-
tigating the protein in more detail with the hope
of finding drugs that mimic its behaviour in the
body. If such drugs can be found, they may help
doctors to regenerate patients’ worn-out or dam-
aged tissues by increasing their supplies of stem
cells.

Wang believes that the evolutionary process that
led to royalactin in honeybees was mirrored in
other organisms and gave rise to the regina pro-
tein in humans. Because the proteins are similar
across species, they produce some of the same
effects in different animals. “Our work explains
for the first time why royal jelly from honeybees
can be beneficial to other organisms,” he said.

For all his research on the substance, Wang
does not recommend royal jelly. “We’re not con-
doning that everyone goes out and buys royal
jelly,” he said. Tests on products bought online
found that some did not contain any royalactin,
he said. “It’s not all made the same.”

Reproduced from The Guardian
Royal Jelly image courtesy of By Waugsberg - Own work,
CC BY-SA 3.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=40360
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OBKA Contacts

Join us on Face-
book by clicking

on the logo

Events Calendar

Oxfordshire Beekeepers Association is a
registered charity Number 1005846.

Please forward information for inclusion in future
editions of the news letter to

Gary Thomas gary@gcathomas.me.uk

The OBKA website is at obka.org.uk

Event Date Location Notes
59th Annual Delegate Meeting of
the BBKA

12 January 2019 TBC Peter Chaunt is OBKA’s rep

WitneyBees Talk - New Queens 16th January Witney Methodist Church For full details see the OBKA Events calendar

Mead 18 January Eynsham Village Hall Starts 1930

Margaret Murdin NDB 22 February Cumnor Village Hall Margaret is a local beekeeper and former Chair of
the BBKA; 1930hrs

Beetradex 2019
www.beetradex.co.uk

Sat 09 March 2019
0900 - 1630 hrs

Hall H2, Stoneleigh Park,
CV8 2LG

Online booking will take place from 1st December
to 07 March 2019. Tickets are available on the day

OBKA AGM 20 March Eynsham Village Hall Starts 1930hrs (TBC)

Cambridge BKA one-day
seminar ‘Beekeeping in the 21st

23 March 2019 Storey’s Field Centre, Cam-
bridge CB3 1AA

For more info see obka.org.uk

Talk: The Flow Hive 29 March Cumnor Village Hall

BBKA Spring Convention and
Tradeshow

Friday 12 - Sun 14 April
2019

Harper Adams University,
Newport, TF10 8NB

Spring Teaching Apiary clean-up 13 April Marlborough School Bring your own lunch

Swarm Control -
Heather Horner

18 May TBC Event details TBC

Top Bar Hives 15 June Waterperry Gardens

Preparation for the Honey Show 13 July TBC Event details TBC
Honey Extraction -
Peter Chaunt

17 August TBC Further details to follow

Autumn Teaching Apiary clean-up
and bee

08 September Marlborough School Bring your own lunch

OBKA Honey Show 13 October Cumnor Village Hall Event details TBC

Swarm Control -
Ged Marshall

29 November Cumnor Village Hall Event details TBC

Honey tasting 13 December Cumnor Village Hall Event Details TBC

Full details of all events including location maps can be found on the OBKA website at obka.org.uk/events

Chairman: Philip Sharman

Tel: 018969 340626

Mobile: 07912 120337

Email: phil.sharman@byopenworld.com

Secretary: Richard Stansfield

Tel:

Email: rg.stansfield@btinternet.com

Swarms: Maurice Lean

Tel: 01865 773626

Email: mo.lean@ntlworld.com

Editor: Mark Blanchette

Tel: 01235 553041

Email: mblan@tiscali.co.uk

https://www.facebook.com/Oxfordshirebeekeepers/
mailto:gary@gcathomas.me.uk
http://obka.org.uk/
http://obka.org.uk/events/2019-01/
http://obka.org.uk/
http://obka.org.uk/events
mailto:phil.sharman@byopenworld.com
mailto:rg.stansfield@btinternet.com
mailto:mo.lean@ntlworld.com
mailto:mblan@tiscali.co.uk

