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Many of the arterial roads in Oxford are
planted with trees that enhance the
urban environment and help make the

city a pleasant place to live. Many of these trees
are limes (Tilia x europaea, often known as the
linden tree) which can, in a good year, produce
the main nectar flow for city bees. This flow
usually starts in late June and extends into July.
Some species of lime are believed to produce
toxic nectar but the most commonly planted
species produce a light honey with distinctive
flavour. By studying and understanding your
local flora, you can often improve honey yields by
ensuring you have sufficient bees available at
the right time to exploit the flow. The approach
required will be quite different in OSR areas or
if you plan to take your bees to heather, all of
which adds to the challenge and enjoyment of
keeping bees.
The OBKA committee meets five times each year
and reviews a wide range of topics. At our July
meeting we will discuss this year’s Honey Show
which takes place in October. Anyone can enter:
if you have collected sufficient honey to fill a
couple of one pound honey jars you may enter
any of the honey classes. We welcome any sug-
gestions for giving this annual event a wider
appeal, especially from our younger (i.e. below
thirty) and newer members.

OBKA supports the Blenheim Flow Show and we
hope to provide a report on this year’s event in
our August Newsletter. For next year we are
looking for someone who will act as the point of
contact with the show’s organisers. The role is
not onerous but requires someone who is well
organised and able to communicate effectively
with the show’s organisers and our team of help-
ers (currently led by Peter Hawkins). If you
interested please contact the secretary.
Your membership records are held in a database
managed by BBKA on behalf of beekeeping asso-
ciations across the country. OBKA has some 230
members and it takes a significant amount of
effort by our Membership Secretary to keep
these records up-to-date. Among the other uses,
we use the database to communicate to you by
email.  In their wisdom, BBKA have given mem-
bers an option to unsubscribe from email corre-
spondence. If you elect to do this, you will not
receive any emails from OBKA, including this
newsletter and our annual reminder to renew
your subscription. We strongly request that you
do not unsubscribe as we will have no means of
contacting you. There seems to be no easy way to
re-subscribe without manual intervention by the
Membership Secretary.
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Classifieds
New beekeeper in Kennington looking for local beekeeping contacts

Help in deciding if a garden is a suitable apiary site - Bicester

Alison Pearce is a beekeeping novice who lives in Bicester. Before she commits to keeping bees she
would like someone to give her advice on the suitability of her garden. Would someone who lives in
the Bicester area be able to advise her? Please note that she is not currently a member, so we sug-
gest that any advice is limited to this one-off enquiry.

Please contact Alison directly: allypeauk@yahoo.co.uk

Ric Goodman, who has recently joined OBKA with his daughter, as if we could put them in touch with
other OBKA members in my local area (Kennington)?

If you are local to Ric and would like to get in touch please contact him on 07800805588

Request for a mentor - Dawn and Alan French, Freeland, near Witney

Dawn and her husband are currently taking bee keeping lessons at Woodstock apiary. They took a
swarm early June and would like to know if there is anyone local to Freeland area that would be
happy to mentor them whilst they get to grips with their bees?

Please contact Dawn directly: dawn.french63@gmail.com

Honey Bee Health Certificate

Please contact Mark Blanchette at mblan@tiscali.co.uk if you are interest in increasing your knowl-
edge and understanding of honey bee diseases and pests

Bee Microscopy Training

If any member is interested in interested in honey bee microscopy and would like to develop their skills
in this field please contact Mark Blanchette by email at mblan@tiscali.co.uk

Bulk Honey Jar Purchase

Mark Blanchette is looking to place an order for honey jars, if any one would like to make up an order
with him please email Mark at mblan@tiscali.co.uk.

BBKA Honey Bee Management

Are there any OBKA members who would like to study for the BBKA Module 1 “Honey Bee Manage-
ment”? It doesn’t matter whether you wish to sit the Honey Bee Management exam or not, the aim is
to increase knowledge and understanding for the management of bee colonies. If interest please con-
tact Mark Blanchette at mblan@tiscali.co.uk

Potential Training Courses
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Potential Apiary Sites

Faringdon

Sonia Spencer would like to offer her acre garden with paddocks around as a potential apiary site.

If you are interested contact Sonia directly at Soniaspencer10@gmail.com

Superheroes wanted

Sophie Goodall has contacted us asking for a beekeeping superhero!

‘We are a nursery based in Gallowstree Common who are currently
doing a theme on superheroes. We are looking at fictional and
non-fictional heroes and would love for a beekeeper to come and speak
to the children about the job they do and how they are looking after the
bees. I don't know if this would be something a member of your group
would be interested in. There would be a group of approx 20-25 chil-
dren aged 3+.

Please contact Sophie Goodall directly bishopswood@googlemail.com

Please note that Gallowstree Common is roughly 4 km north of
Reading in the south of Oxfordshire.
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Join us on
Facebook by

clicking on the logo

Events Calendar

Oxfordshire BeeKeepers Association is a
registered charity Number 1005846.

Please forward items for inclusion in future editions of the newsletter to

Gary Thomas webmaster@obka.org.uk

Full details of all events including location maps can be found on the OBKA website at https://obka.org.uk/events

July
13th: OBKA event - ‘Preparing for a Honey Show’ (further details TBC)

August
01-04: Countryfile Live, Blenheim Palace - BBKA stand

03: Honey Bee Health Day run by GBKA; see OBKA website for details.

17th: OBKA Event - ‘Honey Extraction’ (further details TBC)

September
8th: OBKA Autumn Teaching Apiary clean-up. Bring your own lunch, further details to follow.

October
13th: OBKA Honey Show, Cumnor Village Hall. Details to follow

24-26th: National Honey Show, Sandown Park Race course

November
29th: OBKA Event ‘Swarm Control’ Cumnor Village Hall - further details to follow

December
13th: OBKA Event ‘Honey Tasting’ Cumnor Village Hall; further details to follow

Chairman: Phil Sharman

Email: Via Secretary@obka.org.uk

Secretary: Richard Stansfield

Email: Secretary@obka.org.uk

Editor: Gary Thomas

Email: webmaster@obka.org.uk

Contacts
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