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Iwould like to inform you that
Pete Chaunt has resigned as a
Trustee and Vice-Chair of OB-

KA on medical advice. Many of
you will know Pete as the Begin-
ners Course organiser. As well as
a Trustee, Pete is a past Chair of
OBKA, past secretary to the man-
agement committee, BBKA ex-
ams officer, BBKA Delegate, and
co-ordinates the OBKA presence
at the Blenheim Flower Show.
Pete will continue with some OB-
KA activities and we look forward
to seeing him at our various
events. On behalf of the trustees
and members, I would like to
thank him for his contribution to
OBKA over many years and wish
him well.
 In view of this, Phil Sharman has
generously offered to continue as
a Trustee and Chair, and he has
now been reinstated. Phil Hart
has been co-opted as a Trustee
and he is working with Peter Ran-
dall to take on the Treasurer role.
Daniel McGuinness is working
with Phil Sharman to take on the
Membership Secretary role.
The mild winter and early spring
has resulted in a rapid build-up of
colonies and the prospect of a
good honey crop. Strong colonies
may have commenced swarm
preparation, i.e. mature drones
are present and queen cups are

extended to form queen cells.
With these signs, commence
swarm prevention by adding su-
pers. If larvae are found in queen
cells, use a swarm control meas-
ure. If the queen cells are sealed,
it may be too late!
With bees ready and willing to
raise new queens and build
comb, now is the ideal time to
raise your own queens and re-
place colony losses.
You may have received an email
from BBKA asking you to com-
plete their winter loss survey. This
was sent in error – it is against
BBKA policy to contact members
of affiliated associations directly –
and BBKA have apologised.
None-the-less, it is important to
complete such surveys as the in-
formation is used to develop sci-
entific understanding of losses
and hence support policy devel-
opment. There are three such
surveys, with different aims: BB-
KA loss survey, BeeBase hive
count (now closed) and the CO-
LOSS project which is discussed
later in this Newsletter. We en-
courage you to participate in all
three.
Richard Stansfield,

OBKA Secretary

May 2019

https://obka.org.uk/
https://theapiarist.org/
https://honeybeesuite.com/
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OBKA Talk - The Flow Hive - 29th March Cumnor Village Hall

Adrian Dwyer from the Bournemouth and Dorset
South Beekeeping Association gave a talk on the
Flow Hive to around 30 OBKA members. By way
of introduction, he emphasised that he was not
connected with the Flow Hive company and that
he had used a Flow Hive for two years.
If you have not already heard of the Flow Hive, it
is considered by its Australian inventors to be the
most innovative improvement in beekeeping since
the introduction of the moveable frame hive by
Langstroth in 1852. At its launch, it raised over
$1M in crowdfunding in a few minutes and was
the fastest ever to raise $5M.
Adrian explained the principle of the Flow Hive
and passed round a frame for members to in-
spect. The Flow Hive allows honey to be extracted
directly from the hive by employing novel frames
with cells that are split vertically in columns.  Dur-
ing use, the bees fill the plastic cells as normal.
Once capped, the honey is extracted by turning a
key mechanism that splits the cells vertically, al-
lowing honey to flow out to a collection point be-
low. Once extraction is complete, the key
mechanism is used to return the cells to their nor-
mal configuration, allowing the bees to tidy up the
broken capping and refill the cells.
Adrian discussed the advantages and disadvan-
tages of the Flow Hive based on his experience of
using the system for two years. The extraction
process is significantly simplified compared with
standard methods, i.e. no need to lift heavy su-
pers, no need to clear bees, no uncapping, no ex-
tracting and no filtering. The bees are less likely to
be harmed. Extraction can be completed without
using a bee suit.
The disadvantages include cost (the current price
is £388 for a National sized super with 8 frames -
frames are wider than standard); difficulty cleaning
(although claimed not to be necessary); and prob-
lems getting the bees to work the frames, espe-
cially when new. He was unsure how one would
dispose of a flow frame if the hive became infect-
ed with AFB/EFB as it is of plastic construction.
(Irradiation was suggested.)
Adrian felt that the quality of wood components on
initial units supplied to the UK was variable but is
now much improved. The company have recently
introduced National sized supers and frames. The
basic Flow Hive, bought as a complete unit, is

Langstroth sized as this is the standard hive used
in Australia.
He explained how he extracted heather honey by
dismantling the Flow Hive frame, scraping off the
honey and reassembling it. Reassembly requires
excellent manual dexterity and patience. Rapid
setting honey must be extracted before crystallisa-
tion occurs.
Members raised a number of interesting questions
and Adrian was able to dispel some of the myths
associated with this product, e.g. does it chop
bees in half? No! The units were claimed to be
durable with typically a five year life. If only one
Flow Hive super is used, it may be necessary to
increase the brood size, for example operate a
double brood chamber system, to provide space.
Other than extracting honey, all other manipula-
tions are undertaken as for a standard hive.
He concluded that the Flow Hive has been a
world-wide phenomenon and that it has signifi-
cantly raised awareness of bees among the pub-
lic. The Flow Hive company is supporting UK
beekeeping associations by providing one free
hive and educational material. Since the meeting,
Mark Blanchette, the lead tutor for the Beginners
Course, has volunteered to investigate the practi-
calities of this offer.
Pete Chaunt thanked Adrian for a thought provok-
ing talk, which was much appreciated by all
present, and Janet Robinson-Wood for organising
the event.

Richard Stansfield

Flow Hive © 2019 Flow Hive EU
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News

Beekeeping Community project in Oxford

We have received the following request for an experienced beekeeper to join a community project in
Oxford.
The manager of a community centre in Oxford has permission to place a hive on the roof of their build-
ing. They hope to use this to educate the public in all matters bees as well as sell honey in the at-
tached cafe. In addition, he notes that the community centre could be available for use by the
association.
Jordan tells us ‘I recently began working for Oxford City
Council, I realised how many buildings the City Council has
access to and I wanted to make the most of this. I have
been speaking to Lydia Dixon (Community Centre Manager)
and she has given permission to have a beehive on the roof
of the Rose Hill Community Centre.
Would your organisation be interested in being a part of
this? Lydia mentioned the idea of the association being able
to use community centre rooms for association
meetings/holding events. Lydia is also eager to educate the community on honey bees and having a
beehive on the roof of the community centre would be a great way to begin to do this.’
Please contact Jordan Higgins, who is an OBKA member, directly if you are interested in finding out
more:
Community Response Officer; Regulatory Services and Community Safety
Tel : 01865 252687 email: Jhiggins@oxford.gov.uk

AGM Summary

The Annual General Meeting was held on 20 March 2019. The trustees agreed that the minutes of the
AGM shall be made available to all members within the members' area of the OBKA website following
the meeting (see https://obka.org.uk/members-area/)
Two matters raised by members at the AGM were discussed at the OBKA Management Committee
meeting held in April.
The first concerns providing a mechanism for linking surplus swarms with members requiring swarms.
After considering this at length, the committee agreed to provide a webpage where people requiring
swarms can register; however, the committee also felt that this should be limited to members who are
unable, for whatever reason, to collect swarms themselves. We will review this process at the end of
the swarm season and make changes next year if appropriate.
The second issue was a request for the membership list to be made available to members, for exam-
ple to allow members to contact other beekeepers in their area to discuss matters of mutual interest.
Membership lists were last issued around three years ago, but, in anticipation of the introduction of the
General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) this practice was stopped. The committee discussed this
and, while sympathetic to the proposal, also noted that this would require members to opt-in to allow
their personal data to be made available. It was also unclear whether the BBKA membership system,
used to record all OBKA membership information, would permit this information to be stored. The com-
mittee also noted that the OBKA closed Facebook pages allow members to contact each other, for ex-
ample to register an interest in a particular aspect of beekeeping. Unless members have a strong
objection, we don't intend to issue the membership list but we do encourage use of the Facebook pag-
es to link with other OBKA members.

Oxfordshire Beekeepers Association

mailto:Jhiggins@oxford.gov.uk
https://obka.org.uk/members-area/
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Announcements

Apiary Downsizing - hives for sale

Andrew Harper, who lives in Croughton is downsizing his apiary & has the following for sale:
All Nationals with frames. (most drawn)
7 Brood @ £25 ea
15 Supers @ £15 ea
If you are interested please contact Andrew directly on 07952 244484  /  01869 810662 or email
andrewharper662@hotmail.com

Hive parts for sale

Simon Baker, who lives near Bicester, has a quantity of 2019 milled wired Deep BS and Shallow BS
from Maisemore Apiaries. If any members are interested, the price is £10 Deep and £6.50 Shallow (10
sheet packs).
Also for sale, some Top Bee-Space National equipment (as recommended by Ted Hooper), which can
easily be reconfigured to Bottom bee-space. Mainly Cedar and in good condition. Prices will depend
on what you have, but would be good value, with many years service.
Finally some nice summer five frame nucleus boxes for £10.
If interested, Simon can be contacted directly on 07518 838473, or simonbaker777@gmail.com

Blenheim Flower Show - OBKA Stand - 21st - 23rd June 2019

STOP PRESS
MORE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP ON THE STAND !!
If you can help on any of the show days please contact Peter Chaunt on
01869338625 or email chaunt@talktalk.net

May Apiary Visit - Saturday 18th May

Heather Horner has very kindly offered to host an apiary visit for up to 20 people. It will be on Saturday
18th May at 2pm in South Leigh (between Witney and Eynsham). There will be tea, cakes and discus-
sion after the inspection. Any members who would like to attend should email Elly at
events@obka.org.uk to put their names down and for detailed directions.

Oxfordshire Beekeepers Association

Nonconventional beekeeping in Oxfordshire
The Oxfordshire Natural Beekeeping Group (OxNatBees) is a local mutual support network of "natural"
or "low-intervention" beekeepers using non standard hives such as a Warres and Top Bar Hives. The
focus of the group is on bee health without chemical treatments, local bees, and low intervention
(rather than honey yields). We have occasional meetings, a blog and an email discussion forum, If you
are interested in these aspects you can read more about us, and contact us to join via our blogsite at
oxnatbees.wordpress.com

BBKA Thanks OBKA for Member’s donations to the Research Fund

You may have seen that in this month’s BBKA News (May 2019) Members of OBKA are thanked for
donating, via the membership form, £500 to the Research Fund.

mailto:andrewharper662@hotmail.com
mailto:simonbaker777@gmail.com
mailto:chaunt@talktalk.net
mailto:events@obka.org.uk
https://oxnatbees.wordpress.com/
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We have received the following request from Dr Anthony Williams, the
COLOSS Survey Coordinator for England. COLOSS (https://coloss.org/)
runs a multi-national research project into bee losses. Each year it con-
ducts a survey of colony loss over the previous period to examine trends. One aim of this type of re-
search is to understand why losses are high and why different regions experience very different loss
rates. In the longer term, the research should help beekeepers reduce their winter losses.

As is noted below, this survey is independent of winter loss surveys conducted by BBKA and by
DEFRA. Each survey has a different aim and we encourage all members to participate in all three.

Dr Williams has provided a personal letter
From Dr Williams:
I am writing to you as you are an officer of your local association as you are possibly able to mobilise a
number of bee keepers for your region.

Last year beekeepers in your region participated in the COLOSS survey for Winter Losses in 2017.
Thanks to your support for the first time in a number of years we were able to submit a return to the
pan European COLOSS Monitoring initiative. As the COLOSS English survey coordinator for 2019, I
am again asking for your help in disseminating and completing the Spring Hive Losses Survey for this
year.  COLOSS would like to invite all English bee keepers to complete the hive loss survey for 2019;
in particular we would like to get better handle on data for the Oxford area.

Last year we received approx 500 valid responses which represents about 1.7% of all beekeepers in
England, this year I hope we can improve on this and get a more accurate picture of Winter losses at a
Local, National and European level. The survey is scheduled to close on the 5th June.

https://www.bee-survey.com/index.php/368949?lang=en
Dr Anthony Williams, COLOSS Survey Coordinator for England
De Montfort University; A Member of Leicester and Rutland Beekeepers Association

COLOSS Survey 2019

Beginners Course 2019 - 1st apiary session

With thanks to Carl Goodman for the photos.

https://coloss.org/
https://www.bee-survey.com/index.php/368949?lang=en
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OBKA Contacts

Join us on Face-
book by clicking

on the logo

Events Calendar

Oxfordshire Beekeepers Association is a
registered charity Number 1005846.

Please forward information for inclusion in future
editions of the news letter to

Gary Thomas gary@gcathomas.me.uk

Event Date Location Notes
Swarm Control -
Heather Horner

18 May South Leigh See May’s newsletter for more details or the
OBKA website

Top Bar Hives 15 June Waterperry Gardens

Blenheim Flower Show 21 - 23 June Blenheim Palace OBKA has been asked to provide a stand and vol-
unteers are needed - see April’s newsletter or the
Members section of the website.

Preparation for the Honey Show 13 July TBC Event details TBC

Countryfile Live 01-04 August Blenheim palace BBKA Stand.

Honey Extraction -
Peter Chaunt

17 August TBC Further details to follow

Autumn Teaching Apiary clean-up
and bee inspection

08 September Marlborough School Bring your own lunch

OBKA Honey Show 13 October Cumnor Village Hall Event details TBC

National Honey Show 24-26 October Sandown Park Racecourse

Swarm Control -
Ged Marshall

29 November Cumnor Village Hall Event details TBC

Honey tasting 13 December Cumnor Village Hall Event Details TBC

Full details of all events including location maps can be found on the OBKA website at https://obka.org.uk/events

Chairman: Via distribution@obka.org.uk

Tel:

Mobile:

Email:

Secretary: Richard Stansfield

Tel:

Email: Secretary@obka.org.uk

Swarms: Maurice Lean

Tel: 01865 773626

Email: mo.lean@ntlworld.com

Editor: Gary Thomas

Tel:

Email: gary@gcathomas.me.uk

And Finally...This is YOUR Newsletter

The Editor welcomes contributions from Members of OBKA; articles, pictures, thoughts, musings.
Without fresh content this newsletter will become a bit staid and, well, boring. Please contribute to
keep YOUR newsletter interesting to all members. My contact details are below.

https://www.facebook.com/Oxfordshirebeekeepers/
mailto:gary@gcathomas.me.uk
https://obka.org.uk/event/summer-event-apiary-visit-tbc/
https://obka.org.uk/members-area/
https://obka.org.uk/events
mailto:distribution@obka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@obka.org.uk
mailto:mo.lean@ntlworld.com
mailto:mailto:gary@gcathomas.me.uk

