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Editorial

Some useful websites: 

Our website - obka.org.uk

BeeBase - Advisory manuals
and factsheets

BeeTradex

November 2018

The pleasant Indian summer turned 
to autumn gales in a matter of days 
and the late nectar flow came to an 
abrupt halt. Even the wasps called 
time and disappeared. Our work, as 
beekeepers, for this year is almost 
over. Hives should be protected 
from pests such as mice and wood-
peckers, secured against wind dam-
age and made ready for winter. 

One issue which causes much de-
bate among beekeepers is ventila-
tion and insulation of the hive 
during winter. Bees do not hiber-
nate in winter: they maintain the 
centre of the cluster at around 35 C 
and, in doing so, consume signifi-
cant quantities of honey and, equal-
ly, exhale significant quantities of 
water vapour and carbon dioxide. 
(Consumption of 1 kg of honey re-
sults in around 670 g water and 1.2 
kg of carbon dioxide). Insulating 
the hive helps reduce heat loss and 
honey consumption; however, it 
must not interfere with providing 
adequate ventilation. 

Advice presented in many older 
beekeeping guides, written before 
widespread use of open mesh 
floors, advocates providing addi-
tional ventilation through the roof, 
for example by raising the inner 
cover on matchsticks. The main 
benefit of this approach is to pre-
vent moisture build-up in the hive. 
We know that clustering bees toler-

ate extreme cold. Equally, we know 
that bees are vulnerable to damp 
conditions in the hive during win-
ter. 

For hives using an open mesh floor 
the cluster is very well ventilated 
but continuously exposed to cold 
air. This may be advantageous, es-
pecially if an oxalic acid treatment 
is planned in mid-winter, as cold 
conditions will result in less brood 
rearing. An alternative approach is 
to insulate the roof, inner cover, the 
hive walls and/or the floor. The eas-
iest method is to leave the inspec-
tion tray in place. Insulation will 
increase the brood chamber temper-
ature and may result in earlier 
brood build-up in late winter. Re-
ducing ventilation will increase the 
carbon dioxide concentration which 
is believed to be detrimental to
varroa, and will increase humidity 
in the hive. 

This is one area where there is 
much advice available, often con-
flicting. For what it’s worth, I plan 
to leave my mesh floors open with 
no additional insulation until I’ve 
completed an oxalic treatment in 
late December. In mid to late Janu-
ary, when the bees start to collect 
pollen, I will insulate the inner cov-
er and insert the inspection tray to 
increase the hive temperature and 
hopefully stimulate brood rearing.
Guest Editor Richard Stansfield
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News

Website - New Members-only section

Kingston Lisle Park (KLP) Estate has contacted OBKA. They are looking for an enthusiastic 
person/s to start a joint venture with them to produce approx. 100 jars of Honey for the first year 
and look to increase production in the future.

KLP Estate, located near the White Horse at Uffington, has recently changed hands and the new 
owner is very keen for the presence of bee hives on the land. His father was a very keen bee 
keeper and designed his own hives. The new owner would like to keep this tradition going and 
would like to use his father’s design.  This would obviously require consideration of the applica-
tion of best practice bee husbandry to the design. The proposal would be that KLP would supply 
a suitable place on the Estate, Hives to the owner’s father’s specification, protection for the hives 
and look to put several acres of nectar/pollen mixes adjacent to the hives. They are looking to 
start with 3-4 hives and increase slowly.

This would be a joint venture, so they would need to discuss how both parties could suitably ben-
efit from such arrangement.

Please contact Phil Sharman phil.sharman@bcs.org by the end of November if you would like to 
investigate this project.  If no-one is interested, we will offer it through the Vale and Downland As-
sociation.

Kingston Lisle Park estate looking to start a Joint Venture....

The OBKA website (obka.org.uk) now has a members-only section. Access is via a password 
that will be sent out via email. It will be changed from time to time and new passwords will also 
be sent out via email.
As this is a new section your thoughts etc. on what you would like to see in the members area 
are welcome. Please use the ‘contact us’ form on the website to provide feedback.

BBKA Basic Assessment Certificate presentations at the Honey Show 2018

presented by Peter Chaunt

Nick Carter Richard Stansfield

Dave Edwards with the 
Martin Seth Smith Cup for the
student who achieved the highest 
score amongst OBKA entrants.

James Byrne

Alison Rosby was also awarded the BBKA Basic Assessment but was unable to make the presentation.
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Honey Show 2018

Our regular judge was unavailable so I stepped in 
to do the judging. The honey classes varied a lot 
in taste and aroma and having only consumed my 
own honey it was interesting with all the differing 
tastes and aromas on show. One of the set hon-
eys was particularly nice.

The cakes were of a nice flavour with one not 
quite cooked enough. The flap-jack and biscuits 
were very difficult to judge all tasting very similar - 
but then I suppose they should be being the same 
recipe!

The wax products were all of a nice colour and 
aroma and the candles burned well.

My favorite in the show was a near perfect frame 
of honey entered by Paul Jovanovic on a Lang-
stroth frame.

The mead classes were interesting in both aroma 
and taste; one was very strong. Sadly I could only 
take a sip as I was driving home afterwards.

The photos were all of a high standard.

Congratulations to all those that entered and dou-
bly so to the class and cup winners

Many thanks to Dawn and Daniel McGuiness who 
helped with the judging, Lucy Morgan who provide 
the catering and Pete Chaunt who kept everybody 
in order with a open discussion whilst judging took 
place. 

Numbers entering the show are low and I under-
stand this is a national problem but if people don’t 
enter we will lose this show. There are classes for 
everyone
especially the novice classes .
Peter Hawkins, Honey Show Secretary 

For more pictures and the full results please see the OBKA website
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BeeVac

Mary, a friend of my sister Allie, had Bees in her loft and they were starting to cause a nuisance. 
Below the colony a stain on an inside wall had appeared and Mary had reacted to a couple of 
stings. The advice was to leave well alone untill the cluster was at its smallest in the winter. But 
building work was to start in September so something had to be done!

I called round to asses the situation. The bees were well established in-
side the loft of a two story house; it would be tight but possible. The bees 
themselves looked steady not worrying about the person inside their 
hive. 

A plan of action was drawn up. I built a bee Vac!  A discarded Electrolux 
hoover was repaired and put into service.

This comprised of two brood boxes with a screen between them with a lid on the top one and a floor 
on the bottom. There were various holes for pipes and a shutter to regulate the flow and another to 
prevent escapes.

The set of equipment also included: a bucket with a lid for wet 
comb, another brood box with empty frames and lots of elastic 
bands (to tie in Brood comb).
The technique was to gently hoover up all the bees from the 
outside of the comb then cut the top layer of comb away with a 
hive tool and get your fingers behind it then lay it flat on a tray 
to hoover the bees from what had been the inside face of the 
comb. Then pass the tray back for putting in the bucket (honey) 

or elastic banding into 
frames.

We managed to get all the 
bees and the Queen. Just 
the odd one got into the 
house.

Allie and I did this in shifts 
swapping  over as it was 
hot and cramped at the
bee-face. 

Tips
 
1) Don' t attempt this unless you know the house holder very well as it may not be covered by 

their insurance.
2) Use a low energy light bulb (tungsten bulbs attracts bees and are hot enough to kill them) 

and have plenty of spares.
3) Finish off in the evening to get the returning bees. 
4) Plug the vac tube ends together as the tube may have bees in it after you have finished!
5) Remove all the wax residue from the building and wipe the area with peppermint oil. This al-

so works well after swarms.
 
The garden flower honey from this colony was amazing.

Andrew Brough, OBKA
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OBKA Contacts

Chairman Philip Sharman

Tel 01869 340626

Mobile 07912 120337

Email phil.sharman@btopenworld.
com

Secretary Richard Stansfield

Tel

Email rg.stansfield@btinternet.com

Swarm Maurice Lean

Tel 01865 773626

Email mo.leen@ntlworld.com

Editor Mark Blanchette

Tel 01235 553041

Email mblan@tiscali.co.uk

Join us on Face- 
book by clicking

on the logo

Upcoming Events

Full details of all events including location maps can be found on the OBKA website at obka.org.uk/events

Event Date Location Notes

Marin Anastasov Lecture Friday 02 November
NOTE NEW DATE

Eynsham Village Hall, 
OX29 4QW

1900Hrs.
See website for more de-
tails

OBKA Social and various 
bee talks

Eynsham Village Hall, 
OX29 4QW

59th Annual Delegate 
Meeting of the BBKA

12 January 2019 TBC Peter Chaunt is OBKA’s 
rep

Beetradex 2019
www.beetradex.co.uk

Sat 09 March 2019
0900 - 1630 hrs

Hall H2, Stoneleigh Park, 
CV8 2LG

Online booking will take 
place from 1st December to 
07 March 2019. Tickets are 
available on the day at the 
door.

Cambridge BKA one-day 
seminar ‘Beekeeping in the 
21st Century’

23 March 2019 Storey’s Field Centre, 
Cambridge CB3 1AA

For more info see 
cbka.org.uk

BBKA Spring Convention 
and Tradeshow

Friday 12 - Sun 14 April 
2019

Harper Adams University, 
Newport, TF10 8NB

Oxfordshire Beekeepers Association is a regis-
tered charity Number 1005846 and has lots of 

relevent information for OBKA members including 
an OBKA Events diary and a blog.

Please forward information for inclusion in future 
editions of the news letter to

Gary Thomas gary@gcathomas.me.uk

The OBKA website is at obka.org.uk


