
On the few sunny days in October the bees gorged 

themselves on ivy nectar and pollen, the last signifi-

cant crop of the year. Once November arrives there 

are few nectar sources and it is generally too cold 

for the bees to fly. They form their winter cluster 

and feed off stored honey. The hive should be left 

undisturbed until March.  Disturbing the colony at 

this time of year causes the bees to warm-up their 

flight muscles in preparation for defending the hive. 

This, of course, increases honey consumption and 

probably reduces their life span.  

Our apiary at Woodstock is our main asset. Without 

it, we would be unable to offer practical beekeeping 

training which is central to our purpose as an educa-

tional charity. The apiary is managed by Jonathan 

Clark and Kevin Mewis.  Jonathan has decided to 

step down as Apiary Manager and will be replaced 

by Sandra Simpson.  The Trustees would like to 

thank Jonathan for his contribution and we wish 

him well for the future.  

We would like to bring to your attention two issues 

that were discussed by the OBKA management 

committee in October.  

Firstly, we ask you to read the article on member-

ship renewal prepared by our Membership Secre-

tary, Daniel McGuinness. We have around 230 

members and each year we attract around 50 new 

members, largely because they wish to participate 

in our Beginners Course. Around 50 people don’t 

renew because our numbers are fairly static from 

year to year. If it takes Daniel 5 minutes to process 

a renewal and 10 minutes to process a new appli-

cation, he will spend over 23 hours in the run-up 

to Christmas and the New year on this task, time I 

suspect he would rather spend partying! 

As an organization, we ask you to:  

• Renew your membership on-line before the 

end of December; 

• Pay using BACS rather than with a cheque. 

If, for whatever reason, you are not renewing your 

membership, please inform Daniel so he does not 

spend time chasing late payments.  

Secondly, we discussed advertising and selling 

through our website and this newsletter. Later in 

this Newsletter, we present some simple advice to 

ensure that: 

• The service benefits all our members; 

• By offering this service, OBKA does not com-

promise its charitable status.  

Finally, don’t forget our talk on Swarm Control on 

29 November. 
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Changes to Membership Renewals 

Your annual membership fee has three components: the OBKA membership fee, a capitation fee which is paid to the 
British Beekeepers Association (BBKA) and gives you full membership of that organisation and finally an insurance fee 
covering hive losses. This latter fee is paid to Bee Disease Insurance Ltd (BDI).  (Some members also make a voluntary 
contribution to research projects at the same time as taking out membership.) 

In 2020, OBKA/BBKA/BDI is changing the processes for membership renewals and enrolments from the current paper 
based system to an online system. The new system, which is called er2, keeps all membership records in a central 
database which is secure and complies with the GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation). We have used this system 
for over one year to store your members records and it has now been extended to cover enrolment, membership 
renewal and payment of membership fees.  

It is envisaged that the new system will streamline the renewal and enrolment process and reduce the workload of the 
Membership Secretary (MemSec) and the Treasurer. 

As everyone who reads this Newsletter is already a member of OBKA, I will only describe the process for membership 
renewal. The process for enrolling new members is slightly different and will be explained at recruitment.  

At the start of December, you will receive an email through er2 inviting you to renew your membership with OBKA. If you 
choose to renew, you will be given a link to an er2 page showing your membership record and be given an opportunity to 
update it if there has been a change, e.g. change in address.  

After you have updated your membership record you will submit your renewal to the MemSec for approval. You will 
then be directed to a page giving you our bank account details so that you can make a payment by BACS. For those of 
you who don’t use or have access to the bacs payment process payment by cheque could be arranged if absolutely 
necessary.  

When payment has been received, the MemSec will send you a receipt, the BDI certificate confirming that you have 
insurance cover and your membership record. Please note that neither BBKA nor OBKA issue membership cards as was 
the case a few years ago.  

Daniel McGuinness, OBKA Membership Secretary 

membership@obka.org.uk 

Finance update 

As part of the handover of the Treasurer role from Peter Randall, we took the opportunity to review our banking 
arrangements. We have moved OBKA finances to the Coop Community Bank. They are very much focused on charity 
organisations, are ethically orientated and offer grants to organisations. We now have a full electronic banking service 
which we will use, for example, when reimbursing expenses. We also receive a reasonable rate of interest on our savings 
account.  Overall, this gives us much greater flexibility to manage our finances.  

As we reach the end of 2019 our finances are in good shape. It is perhaps worth explaining how we spend your 
subscription fee. Of the £27, £19 goes to BBKA and £2 to BDI, leaving £6 for OBKA, around £2k in total. This only partially 
covers our expenditure which is around £4k per year, the largest cost being running our apiary. The other items include 
meeting/show costs, education and administration. 

We remain solvent because we benefit from being able to reclaim your gift aid contributions (please don’t forget to 
enable this if you are a tax payer), honey sales and fees from the beginners course.  

Currently we make a surplus which gives us the flexibility to invest in new activities and equipment to further the aims of 
the association. If you have any proposals, big or small, please let any of the committee know of your ideas.  

This is very much an overview of where we are financially. If any of you have any questions do contact me.  

Phil Hart, OBKA Treasurer 

treasurer@obka.org.uk 

mailto:membership@obka.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@obka.org.uk
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Asian Hornet update 

I have recently taken over as our Asian Hornet (AH) co-ordinator from Mike Fleming.  Mike has spent the 
past year working with BBKA to understand what the role involves and how it fits into the wider UK 
response to AH. Mike now believes that the role should move into an on-the-ground response role and, 
for various reasons, feels is time to hand-over to someone better able to do this.  
 
AH is not yet endemic in the UK but we have had numerous incursions since 2016, mainly in the south of 
England, but not in Oxfordshire. The most recent was in Dorset. Based on current patterns, it is only a 
matter of time before there is an AH incursion in Oxfordshire and, unless every incursion is detected and 
the nest destroyed before it releases queens in the autumn, AH will become endemic in the UK.  
 
Government policy is to prevent AH becoming endemic in the UK. BBKA supports this policy and has 
encouraged area associations such as ours to form Asian Hornet Action Teams (AHAT). These teams have 
specific roles as discussed in: The Role of Asian Hornet Response Team.  The AHATs are not responsible 
for finding or destroying AH nests.   
 
After four years of AH incursions, OBKA 
does not have a team of people trained in 
monitoring and identifying AH.  
 
Over the winter period I would like to:  
• Recruit OBKA members from across 

Oxfordshire to allow us to form an 
effective AHAT.  

• Develop training material and 
guidance. 

• Offer practical training to AHAT 
members in spring 2020. 

 
Clearly this will only work if we have 
volunteers. Based on our experience this 
year, we had one AH enquiry from the 
public which Mike responded to (it was a wasp’s 
nest) and one of our members photographed an unknown insect close to his hives, which was identified 
as a type of hoverfly. If we have lots of volunteers, the burden will be light but if we are unprepared an 
AH nest may be missed.  
 
If you would like to assist, please contact me using the email below.  
 
Eric Perkins 
ericperkins151@aol.com 

AHAT Map published by BBKA, centred on Oxford 

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?sectionid=119
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Honey Show 

 

The OBKA Honey Show was held on 13 October at 
Radley Village Hall, just south of Oxford.  
 

There was an increase in the number of entries 

compared with the previous year, in particular in 

the honey and wax classes.  

 

A short talk on the Natural History of the Asian 

Hornet was given during the judging period.  

 

A full list of winners will appear in the December 

newsletter.  

 

We would like to thank Peter Hawkins for organis-

ing this event and to the others who supported 

him on the day.  
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Advertising and Selling 

As a service to our members, we carry classified adverts in this Newsletter and on the obka.org.uk website. If 
you wish to use this service please follow the these simple rules:  

• All items for sale must be accurately described and the price must be clearly stated. There is advice on 
describing items for sale in the FAQ section of our website. Do not make unsubstantiated claims about 
the item being sold.  

• It is permitted to advertise: 

 beekeeping equipment, for example to dispose of unwanted equipment.  

 surplus honey and other hive products; 

 colonies of bees, i.e. nucs or complete hives, that are surplus to your needs. 

• We respect BBKA policy regarding swarm collectors which states: “It is a condition of being accepted on 
this swarm collection list that the beekeeper will not collect swarms to sell for personal financial gain”.  

• We will reject: 

 Adverts for bee medicines, treatments or supplements; 

 Adverts for used frames.  

• Do not offer for sale electrical or mechanical equipment that is old, damaged or otherwise unsafe. 

• We do not take commercial adverts.  

 However, we may make you aware of sale days run by equipment suppliers.  

• We allow adverts for beekeeping events run by non-commercial organisations, e.g. training courses.  

• We allow adverts from members of the public, for example for an Apiary Site or where they wish to pur-
chase hive products in bulk such as wax.  

• You may also place an “Items Wanted” style advert.  

 State clearly what you want to buy and, if appropriate, the price you are willing to pay.  

 Members wanting to save money by making bulk purchases may use this service to contact oth-
er members with similar needs. Examples would be honey jars or expensive varroa treatments.  

 

In all cases, OBKA will not be held responsible for the quality of the items being bought or sold.   

Feed-back: Beekeeping project in Nicaragua 
Last month, we advertised a quiz night to support beekeeping in León, Oxford’s twin town in Nicara-
gua  It was really nice to receive the following feedback: 

A quick message to let you know that the quiz went well and raised £604 for the beekeeping project. 
Thank you for publicising it. 

With best wishes, 
Jan  Marshall 
Oxford Leon Association 

If any of our members, especially a Spanish speaker, would like to establish contact with this project I 
am sure Jan would be more than happy to put you in touch.   



Page 6 Oxfordshire Beekeepers Association 

OBKA Newsletter 

 

OBKA Contacts 

Oxford Beekeepers Association is a registered charity 

Number 1005846. 

Visit www.obka.org.uk to see details of future events, links to 

other useful sites and other relevant 

information. 

 

Please forward information for inclusion in the news letter to 

Richard Stansfield. 

Oxford  Beekeepers  Assoc iat ion  

Chairman Philip Sharman 

Tel:  01869 340626 

Mobile:  07912120337 

Email:  phil.sharman@btopenworld.com 

Secretary Richard Stansfield 

Tel: 

Email: secretary@btinternet.com 

 

A full list of contacts may be found on our 

website 

 Join us on Facebook by 

clicking the link above 

Event Date Location Notes 

Talk: Queen rear-
ing by  
Ged Marshall 

13 November 2019, 
19.30  

The Wellesley Room. 
The Methodist Church 
40 High Street, Witney. 
OX28 6HG  

Event organised by Witney 
Bees.  
The cost is £5.00 on the 
door.  
Please see our website for 
further details.  

Talk: Swarm Con-
trol by  
Ged Marshall 

29 November 2019, 
19.00 to 21.00  

Eynsham Village Hall, 46 
Back Lane Eynsham, Ox-
fordshire OX29 4QW 

 

Honey tasting 13 December 2019,  
19.00 to 21.00 

Cumnor Village Hall 
Leys Road Cumnor,  
Oxford OX2 9QF 

To be confirmed 

Events Calendar 

Classified 
No adverts placed this month.  

http://www.obka.org.uk
mailto:phil.sharman@btopenworld.com
mailto:rg.stansfield@btinternet.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1353611601387469/



