
October is a critical month in the beekeeping year. 

All colonies must be made ready for winter. Food 

reserves should be estimated either by hefting the 

hive or counting frames of honey. A BS National 

brood frame contains about 2.5 kg (5 lb) of honey 

when full. At the start of winter each full sized colo-

ny should have 20 to 25 kg (40 to 50 lb) of accessi-

ble honey, more in the case of vigorous colonies 

(Ref. BeeBase).   

If stores are insufficient, the bees should be fed syr-

up while the weather is still mild. BeeBase gives ad-

vice on feeding bees in Best Practice Guidelines 7a, 

Feeding Bees—Sugar.   

Colonies should be protected against vermin and 

mouse guards should be installed. In some areas 

hives need to be protected against woodpeckers. 

The lid should be secured against high wind. Need-

less to say, the hive should rainproof.  

Finally, clustering bees require ventilation. Bees tol-

erate cold weather well but are very susceptible to 

damp. Metabolizing honey produces significant 

quantities of water that must be removed from the 

hive. Open varroa floors provide good ventilation. If 

solid floors are used, the crown board should be 

raised by a couple of mm, e.g. by placing match-

sticks at each corner, to improve ventilation.  

The OBKA Honey Show will be held on 13th  Octo-

ber. Peter Hawkins, the organizer, has provided 

full details in a recent email. Given the excellent 

summer weather, I’m sure many of you will have 

had a bumper honey harvest this year so why not 

enter a jar or two and you may be lucky.  

Of course, the main purpose of the Honey Show is 

to help members improve their hive products. I am 

sure that all our more experienced members will 

offer their best advice to anyone who asks.  

Finally, the Trustees and Committee would like to 

offer their thanks and best wishes to Peter Randall 

who is stepping down as Treasurer after over 15 

years in the role. The Treasurer is one of the key 

roles in an organization such as ours. Peter has 

managed our finances diligently and leaves us in a 

sound financial position to meet future challenges.  

Phil Hart has taken on the role of Treasurer. Next 

month Phil will provide a short article explaining 

some changes to our financial arrangements. In 

addition, Daniel McGuinness will update you on 

major changes to the member registration pro-

cess.  
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Newsletter 

The OBKA Trustees and Committee use three mechanisms for communicating with members and the 

public. We use the OBKA website to host fairly static information that may be of interest to the public 

and members and the members-only area of the website to host dynamic information such as adverts 

and details of forthcoming events.  

Each month we use the Newsletter to inform members of things that we, the committee, think may 

interest them or where we would like them to take action, for example related to their membership.  

We usually include a summary of beekeeping tasks for the forthcoming month, notices, adverts and 

articles written by members.  

We try to use group email sparingly. Typically we use it when there is time critical information that we 

want to share with you that cannot be held over to the next Newsletter.  

Some members use our private Facebook page to share information. Currently, the committee does 

not use Facebook as the primary means for communicating with members.  

As you will be aware, Gary Thomas has resigned as the editor of the Newsletter but will continue as 

webmaster. The Trustees and Committee would like to thank Gary for his contribution to the News-

letter over the past year or so. Gary has put a lot of effort into making the Newsletter interesting and 

attractive but now feels it is time to move on.  

I have offered to take on the role as editor for a few months but would like someone to take over on a 

permanent basis as soon as possible. I don’t have the time or skills to produce a ‘polished’ product but 

I will endeavour to include any articles, adverts and notices sent to me.  

We may, during the winter months, conduct a members survey on ‘communications’ but in the mean-

while if you have any comments on the approach outlined above please let me or any of the com-

mittee members know.      

Richard Stansfield 

Autumn Apiary and Bee Garden Clear-up  
The turnout for the Apiary and Bee Garden Autumn Clear-Up was, without doubt, rewarding.  Our 

grateful thanks go to the gardeners who joined us and who threw themselves into the various tasks - 

pruning shrubs and trees, dividing plants and weeding etc. with great enthusiasm.  The end result 

was just what we had hoped.  If anyone would like to join us we meet in the bee-garden once every 

fortnight for an hour or so weather permitting.  Our next meeting is on Sunday 6 October at 9.30 

am.  We hope to see you there. 

Merilyn Rees, Lynn Humberstone and Gill Oliver 

Bee Garden Team  
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Apiary Clean-up 8 September  

It was a perfect September day for the Woodstock apiary clean up - 

deep blue sky and negligible wind so that Peter could safely climb on-

to the shed roof and restore the netting which had escaped its moor-

ings - bees can now continue to fly up and over the neighbours’ gar-

den.  

 

 

Throughout the morning, green fingers dug 

and delved and performed miracles in the bee 

garden. For a while it looked as though Birnam 

Wood had come to Dunsinane as vast quanti-

ties of hedge and tree pruning were carried to 

the bonfire site. 

 

Another group cleaned up frames, smokers, 

boxes and other equipment for safe storage in an immaculate sorted, swept 

and dusted shed. 

 

After all the hard physical work it was great to smell the barbecued sau-

sages and hot soup provided by 

Merilyn, Gill and Lynn.  

 

 

In the afternoon, Mark, our sea-

sonal bee inspector gave an introductory talk followed by a thor-

ough inspection of a couple of hives, carefully explaining why, how 

and what he was doing. 

Many thanks to everybody who came and helped, including in particular Mark Lynch for his learned 

demonstration of how to perform a disease inspection, and also to the kind un-named people who 

brought us cakes for lunch. Hope to see you at the 2010 Spring Apiary Clean-up. 

Article supplied by a member of the Apiary clean-up team 

The committee would like to thank Jonathan Clark for organising this event, Mark Lynch for his expert 

support, and everyone who participated for their help on the day.  
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Classified 

Mentor required— Cowley, Oxford 

Angus and Florence,  OBKA members based in Cowley, Oxford, are looking for someone to support 
them. They already have one hive and will take the OBKA beginners course next year but would 
appreciate some help to ensure their bees are sustained through winter. Please contact Florence:   
fymuldoon@gmail.com  

Apiary site—Near Faringdon (re-advertised) 

Large garden and paddocks near Faringdon available to person who would like bees but doesn’t have 
the space to keep them. 
Please contact the owner: Sonia  Spencer 
Soniaspencer10@gmail.com  

Speaker for WI  

I am contacting you on behalf of KingsmereBelles WI, in the search of speakers for our 2020 
programme. Our ladies have expressed interest in learning more about bee keeping, and I have found 
your details through subsequent google searches. 
We are a small group (10-15), who meet on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm, in Kingsmere 
Community Centre in Bicester (OX26 1EG). I would appreciate it if you could let me know if you have 
anyone available who could give us a talk on the subject.   Lyn Fairweather.  
 
Please contact secretary@obka.org.uk if you would like to volunteer.  
 
 
Editor’s Note 
We occasionally get asked to provide speakers for school and club events. If you are interested in being 
part of a speaker’s panel please let me know. OBKA has a range of props and a projector which may be 
used on these occasions. As educating the public about beekeeping is one of our charitable aims we 
should always endeavour to support  these requests.  

Apiary site—Adderbury 

I wonder if any of your members are looking for a site for a couple of hives? I live in Adderbury and have 
a 2 acre garden. I would love to have some bees but don’t have time to care for them so if anyone 
would like to use the land they would be more thank welcome. Please contact  Caroline Jones 
Carolinejonespersonal@gmail.com  

mailto:fymuldoon@gmail.com
mailto:Soniaspencer10@gmail.com
mailto:Carolinejonespersonal@gmail.com
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OBKA Contacts 

Oxford Beekeepers Association is a registered charity 

Number 1005846. 

Visit www.obka.org.uk to see details of future events, links to 

other useful sites and other relevant 

information. 

 

Please forward information for inclusion in the news letter to 

Richard Stansfield. 

Oxford  Beekeepers  Assoc iat ion  

Chairman Philip Sharman 

Tel:  01869 340626 

Mobile:  07912120337 

Email:  phil.sharman@btopenworld.com 

Secretary Richard Stansfield 

Tel: 

Email: secretary@btinternet.com 

 

A full list of contacts may be found on our 

website 

 Join us on Facebook by 

clicking the link above 

Event Date Location Notes 

Quiz night for bees 
in Nicaragua 

5 October 2019. 
19.00 

West Oxford Community 
Centre, Botley Road, Ox-
ford OX2 0BT. 

Quiz night to raise funds for 
a bee-keeping project near 
to León, Oxford’s twin town 
in Nicaragua.  

Honey Show 13 October 2019 
13.00 to 17.00 

Radley Village Hall, 
Gooseacre, Radley, Abing-
don OX14 3BL 

Please note changed venue. 

Further details—see OBKA 

Talk: Swarm Con-
trol by Ged Mar-
shall 

29 November 2019, 
19.00 to 21.00  

Eynsham Village Hall, 46 
Back Lane Eynsham, Ox-
fordshire OX29 4QW 

 

Events Calendar 

http://www.obka.org.uk
mailto:phil.sharman@btopenworld.com
mailto:rg.stansfield@btinternet.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1353611601387469/

