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Asian Hornet - Are You ready

In early autumn Asian Hornet (AH) col-
onies reach their maximum size, as
does their demand for food. It is at this

time of year that you are most likely to
spot AH workers attacking beehives. The
characteristic behaviour of the AH is to
hawk at the hive entrance, picking off
adult honey bees returning to the hive.
Because honey bees did not co-evolve with
AH, they have no defence against this
behaviour. Eventually, large numbers of
AH will gain access to the hive and pre-
date its contents.

To raise awareness of AH both within the
beekeeping community and the general
public, BBKA sponsor the AH awareness
week, which this year is from 9 to 15
September; we have full details on the
OBKA website. Beekeepers are asked to
monitor their hives carefully during this
period and report any suspect AH. The
reporting protocol is described on our web-
site. Monitoring in September is critical as
any undiscovered AH nests will release

several hundred queens and males by end
October.
Remember, to become established in the
UK, AH has only to be lucky once; to pre-
vent it becoming established, beekeepers
have to be lucky every time - which is why
we don’t apologise for having a second
Editorial on the Asian Hornet.

Managing another non-native species,
varroa, now endemic should have top pri-
ority this month once the honey harvest
has been removed. There are many ways
of managing this threat; it cannot, howev-
er, be ignored. Excellent guidance is pro-
vided by the National Bee Unit:
How do I manage Varroa? - Beekeeping

FAQs
In most cases, varroa treatments cannot
be applied when feeding syrup, hence the
importance of treating for varroa now so
that colonies can be fed in late September
/ October if necessary while they are still
active.
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https://obka.org.uk/event/asian-hornet-week/
https://obka.org.uk/info-and-swarms/asian-hornet/
https://obka.org.uk/info-and-swarms/asian-hornet/
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/public/beekeepingFaqs/varroa.cfm
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Join us on
Facebook by

clicking on the logo

Events Calendar

Oxfordshire BeeKeepers Association is a
registered charity Number 1005846.

Please forward items for inclusion in future editions of the newsletter to

Gary Thomas webmaster@obka.org.uk

Full details of all events including location maps can be found on the OBKA website at https://obka.org.uk/events

September
8th: OBKA Autumn Teaching Apiary clean-up. Details in the Events calendar on the OBKA website.

09 - 15th Asian Hornet Week. See the OBKA Events calendar for details.

30th: Closing date for updates to the National Honey Survey

October
13th: OBKA Honey Show, Details to follow

24-26th: National Honey Show, Sandown Park Race course

November
29th: OBKA Event ‘Swarm Control’ by Ged Marshall, Cumnor Village Hall - further details to follow

December
13th: OBKA Event ‘Honey Tasting’ Cumnor Village Hall; further details to follow
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